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To the Ses firing Part of 


GREAT BRITAIN and IR K- 
LAND. 


GENTLEMEN, 


= HAVE always under- 
ſtood you to have, in gene- 
ral, a very high idea of 
# M. du Gue-Trouin; and 
I have often and often 0b= 


NY =—_ that you never mention him, 
but You "load him with more than 
his juſt tribute of raiſe , wherefore 
1 thought a tranſlation of his Me- 
moiis, might prove particularly ac- 
ceptable to you, and N 4 mere 
, projet. you FDerewtth. 


IV. 


It has been chi to „ yon, 


that 1 have undertaken to make this 
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i DEDICATION. 
Fer ſpeak to you in Engliſh, that 
you ma have à more perfect 7 
tame with him thau you have hither- 
to had, and conſequently be better able. 


to judge whether you have not been a 
tits 00 laviſh of the encommms you 


are always ready to beſtv on him. 


In my opinion he has made you 4 
very ſcuryy return for your generous 
_ lanations towards him, by paiutiug 
Jau in Fr 6 wretched colours G0th as 

10 condutt aud courage. Los are, it 
5 fem nothing in bo” hands, he will 
gon at what odds you will, and 
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: Bad IC dye than ſtrile to ſo mean 
| an enemy,. as he would make you. It 
g feems he has never beard how often your 


_ forefathers haue humbled the power 0 
France, and laid it low in the duſt. 
þ yk knows nothing, it ſeems, of the ſo⸗ 
vereigniy you claim over the ſeas he 
generally cruiſed in; the almoſt imme- 
_.-Worial date of your pretenſions to that 
Werren 3 4nd bw Jeverey you have, 


_ within 


ny 18 cad en 3 N 22 "_ _— 4 28 * 
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DEDICATION. ut 
* within the memory of man, more than 
3 once, treated your ſiſter Holland for da- 
| ring to diſpute it with you, not to enu- 
merate what has been done in vindi- 
cation of this right in old time. He 
knows not that your name, all the world 
over, ſtands foremoſt in the liſt of thoſe 
who are the terrors of the ſea. Upon 
theſe conſiderations it had not been, me- 
thinks, infinitely beneath old Lewis 
himſelf, to have waved his ſtandard to 
the Britiſh Flag f the ſtreſs of battle 


Had urged him to it. 


But by what he ſays you would ſwear, 
be had his king's honour more at heart 
than his majeſty himſelf could have, for 
whom he concerved a vaſt fund of ve- 
neration when as yet he lay in his 
cradle, and I queſtion whether he was 
breeched before he was ſo exceedingly 
charmed with the ſublime virtues of 
bis grand monarch, that he could uot 
ſufficiently admire them. What u- 
der then that he ventured his life ſo =, 
V 8 5 


bbs. 


came to man's tate 


aud though 


can love him ten Times ney; than 


is DEDICATION. 
in his Service, when he 
more ma- 
on; knowledge? Tou will upon. this 

apter find, now and then, ſuch fulſome 
40 that if the beſt 2 the (Es pa- 
neayriſts had not ſaid as much before 
him you would laugh; and yet he pro- 
faſſes to benothing of the courtier ; and 
Jam ſure therein he is nothing of the 
ſailor, 2 he 3s rough he Is honeſt, 
cannot flatter his bing, 


thoſe who can. 


| However, _ not \think I am ſo an- 
gry-with du Gue that I would run him 


. down without giving him any quarter; 


Twill allow him ar much courage aud 


as much of a certain kind of genero- 


ſity as you pleaſe; I only comtend that 
mam is mare than ordinarily be- 
Jotted with falſe notions of honour and 
loyalty, which have debauched his good 
ſenſe, and run his modeſty h the a aground. 
. here 1 _ Take the opportunity 


of | 
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of -confefiing, that I perſonally know 
ſome of his brother officers iu the French 
navy, who are men of a quite different 
character, and very well worthy, up- 

on all accounts, of the higheſi eſteem 
and Honour. ; 


But to our point, where, gentlemen, 
was the mighty deed in taking the 
Cumberland and the other (hips with 
her, the moſt conſiderable action of 
du Gue's life, if you ſet aſide his ex- 
Pedition againſt Rio Janeiro. Had he 
not as good as ſix line of battle ſhips 
under his command, and was he tot 
in Sony with his rival de Fourbin, 
who had ſix ſail more of much the 
ſame quality? Here then were twelve 
ſhips of very conſiderable force, and all 
extraordinarily manned, according 19 
the French cuſtom, againſt frue Engliſh, 
This was a very great diſproportion ; 
to whach our commander in chief, in 
this action, it feems, added by a very 
greatly miſtaken. conduct. Had our 
55 | | commas 


—.DEDTECATI1ON. 
commadore been better adviſed, and 
inſtead of lying like a log for the ene- 
my to do what they would with him, 

had he got his little ſquadron un- 
dier an eaſy ſail, after the enemy had 
= come well up with him, the day might 
4 bade taken a widely different turn. 
| The Cumberland, the Devonſhire, and 
the Royal Oak would have cut out 
"work for them. We may pronounce 

this without the help of magic, by 
"what the poor diſtreſſed Devonſhire 
"was able to do alone, according to our 
authors own confeſſion. And yet tho 
he confeſſes ſbe in a very ſhort time 
killed him near three hundred men, 
and tho he gives her out, at ninety 
guns, which, 1 I forget not, is falſe; 
wet he has the conſcience to tell us, 
That one of their fifty gun ſoips Was 


/ 
£ 


- advancing up to board her before he 
did. F this be true, will you not be 
ready to ſay, That the captain who }_ 
* would have ruſhed himſelf into the jaws f 
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of ſuch ſudden deſtruction, without | 


wa 
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ſcheme for running away, as I 
Jude ment and Skill in Sehe. No, 


3 where you muſt meet with theſe men 
3 who can dv any thine, no matter what 
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DEDICATION. vii 


the leaſt þ rope? of doing good, was a 
adm? Or if it be not true, haue 
due nat room to wonder the man is nat 


rate? ee e 


But this is ſcarce any thing to the 
wonders you will find wrought by du 


Gue, his people, and his conſorts. 


For my part I had ſcarce gone through 
half hir. boot before I expected to hear 


he bad attempted to run away with 


N the Jands-end of England, or ſome 
thing of the kind. Such an attempt 


would haue put him upou a level with 
bis friend de Fourbin, whoſe immortal 


Mn. 
call it, with London, deſerues x 4 


fis in France, and in 


rance alone, | 


ftands in the way, no matter for the 
difficulties, nay, no matter whether 
| == 


1 OW BFE DIC ATION 
3 they 2 what it is they are to do, : 
ö hey 4% it. Tl warrant de Fourbin 
knows as much of London, as he does 
f the bottom of the moſt unfathom- 
. able ſea in the world, and yet he 
would have made a London of it, 
if the French . had been of | 
J vs. mind... 1 855 ae 
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5 Gentlemen, 1 will An You no 1 
Pig We muſt almoſt akways ex- | 
pect to be deſpiſed by the French, 
who for the maſt part think of us Jef , 
£ 05 "They, ao of the reſt of their 1  Wergh= | 
fours. Thy are" ſo good indeed as to | 
=>" allow ug ts be creatures pretty much i n 
"7 le them; and therefore they ö 
5 coudeſoend to call us men; but | 
* wit, and taſte, and conduct, ans 
3 bourage, and fighting, and what. not, 
„ hape not the leaſt pretenſions, they ® 
"are all purely French. Du Gue ſeems 
to be belebt, ly of this opinion; let him 
. ug Oey in the pleaſing | 
_ Concert ;; | 
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PAGE 16. line 7. for, captain, read, capture. 
4 P. 30. 1.9. f. he, r. ſhe. p. 92. I. 11. f. op- 
purtunitgy, b. ogpertanity...Þ- 205. U. 2. febutin, r. but 
in. p. 104. I. 10. f..Ne/mand, r. Nefmond. p. 106. J. 
N 4 theirs, r. they. p. 111. I. zItin. f. did dare, rx. 
id not dare. p. 112. I. 8. f. matreſſe, r. matreſſes. 
132. I. 8. from the. bottom, r. Se- p. 139. 
Ea from the bottom. f. ſurffal, r. ſurf fall. ibid. dele 


when. p. 141. I. 5. f. thought, r. thoughts. p. 142. 1. 


6. f. more, r. moſt. p. 143. 1. 10. f. ſhip's companies, 
r. ſhip's company. P. 144. 1. 7. f. one ſhip, r. our 
Thips. p. 149. 1. 3. from the bottom. f. the Lis, r. 
the Lilly. p. 158.1. 6. f. and were we ſcarce, r. and 
ſcarce were we. p. 160. I. 12. from the bottom, f. 
Toſean, r. Teſcan. p. 164. |. 9. f. Bucas, r. Buſcas. 
P- 166. I. 6. from the bottom, f. le Deſmares, r. le 
Deſmareft. p. 180. I. 10. dele them: p. 189.1. 8. f. 
a little a ſtrength, r. a little ſtrength. 151d. 1. 7. from 
the bottom, f. ſhip, r. ſhips. ibid. l. 2. from the bot- 
tom, f. aſſualt, r. aſſault. p. 194. 1. 2. f. Cima, r. 
Citie, p. 197. 1. 7. f. Equinoctral, r. Equinoctial. p. 
207. I. 11. f. adis- de- camps, r. aid- de- camps. p. 209. 
I Fo from the bottom, f. to the FECORNOITE, r. 10 
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” — HE occurrences of my life 1 
are ſo extraordinary i in their 
Kind, and ſo proper to ſti- 
mulate all men o generous 
th} inclinations, that in conſide- 
ration Sf ho; I have overcome the re- 
luctance I had to engaging myſelf in 
any undertaking of this kind, reſolving 5 
now to leave a powerful incentive to 
my friends and family to ſerve their 
king and country with fidelity. hes 
The ſincere confeſſion. I make of the 
errors of my youth, and my very vio- . 
lent purſuit after women, may ſerve 
to deter all young people from enga- 
Sing themſelves i in ſo dangerous a com- 
B 55 merce, 
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. _ and had acquired the character 


MEMOIRS of 


2% and from i incurring the waren y 
of that tyrannical paſſion. 
Now in theſe Memoirs you wil find 
nothing, but military enterprizes, bat 
tles, and boarding of ſhips. Can any 
thing elſe be expected from a man, 
who has raiſed himſelf from obſcurity 
to a tolerable degree of note by no 
other means than à contintied ſeries of 
dangers and warlike actions crouding 
one upon the other® It will be plainly 


ſeen by my ſtile, that they are record- 


ed by a ſeaman, Who as ſuch is incapa - 


ble of varniſhing truth, and but ill ver- 

ſed in the arts of writing; and I hope 

I ſhall be excuſed for the terms of art 

I bave been obliged, by e ee f 
| neceſſity, to make uſe of. * 

I was born at St. Malo in the year 
1673, of a family which had been uſed 
to follow the ſea. My father there 
"commanded ſeyeral ſhips, which were 
ſometimes fitted out for war, ſome- 
times for trade, according as the times 

required the former, or permitted the 
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M. Du Gue-Trouin. 3 


of a brave and intelligent navigator. 
He ſent me to ftudy in the college of 
Nennes, and afterwards had my crown 

thaved with deſign to ſend me into 
Spain to the biſhop of Malaga, natu- 
ral brother to the "Lag King of Spain. 
He Was a prelate of uncommon merit, 

and loyed and protected my family, 
which for two hundred years had ſuc- 
ceſſiyelv 8 the conſulſhip of Ma- 
an; The intention of my parents 
was to obtain me ſome. good benefice 
- through. his intereſt; but proyidence 
ordained. quite otherwiſe. My father 
died whilſt I ſtudied rhetoric at Rewnes, 
and my mother ſent me to Caen; to 
ſtudy philoſophy, and to go through 
my exerciſes. It was there I began to 
neglect my ſtudy, and to apply myſelf 
wholly to the diverſions of fencing, 
dancing, and tennis: from that time L 
began. to feel the firſt incentives of 
Mars and Venus, my two predominant. 
paſſions. T was born with yery happy 
diſpoſitions for all kinds of exerciſe, 
ane ande in my skill, I fancied 


B 2 that 
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that 3 a Fword eduld hurt me no more 
than a foyl: upon this preſumption I 
propoſed one day, to a couſin of mine, 
who alſo was a young man of ſome 
dexterity, that we ſhould fence with 
our {words to try our courage; he 
conſented, and drawing on the ſpot, at 
firſt made ſome gentle paſſes at each 
other; but heating by degrees we aſ- 
faulted in earneſt, and that, with a 
madneſs well worthy of Bedlam itſelf: 
already the ſleeve of my coat was run 
through, his was the fame, and the 
ſcene was going to be bloody, when 
the miſtreſs of the houſe, frightened 
by the claſhing of our ſwords, ran in- 
to the room where we were, and part- 
ed us, b) y ſeizing on our weapons. 
This was not the only extravagance 
J Was guilty of in this way. Reſol- 
ving within myſelf to try how I might 
come off from a real duel, I made ſe- 
veral drunken quarrels, and at length : 
my folly ran to ſuch a pitch, that one 
fine moon- light evening 1 inſulted a 
icholar of * riding-houfe, who was 
38117 I much 


M. du Guèé-Trouin. - 


much older than myſelf, giving him 
a punch with my elbow about twenty 
ſteps from a Coffee-houſe he had juſt 
come out of, upon which we laid hold 
on our Fords, and puſhing briskly at 
cach other, we foon cloſed. Happily 
for me, his foot ſlipt as we were ſeizing, 
on each others weapon, ſo that he fal- 
ling, drew me down upon him. The 
noiſe we made alarmed the Coffee- 
houſe, from whence ſeveral came out, 

and parted us, time enough to prevent 
our running each other through the 
body, and we came off with only our 
hands a little cut. A Gentleman of 
the country, who was one of the firſt 
that came to part us, was touched with 
the tenderneſs of my years, and was 
generous enough to ſhelter me from the 
threats of my antagoniſt,” who having 


met with two of his companions, Was: 


coming to kill me; but my protecter 
defended m e from them, and carried me 
to: ſup and lie at his lodging. This 


Gentleman, however, was an honeſt 
hav, which I knew not, nor was 
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he commonly known as ſuch: I call 
him honeſt, becauſe he loſt his money. 
generouſly, but when it grew ſhort he 


had recourſe to his skill; for the reſt, 


he was brave, handſome, witty and ye- 


ry engaging in his deportment ; a great 


lover of the fair ſex and of wine, even 
to the moſt exceſſive debauchery. . A 
fine ſchool for a young man of my age! 
He would have me ſhare in all his 
pleaſures, making me the confident, 
and very often the companion of his. 


enterprizes: he even taught me ſome 


lllights with the cards and dice, which 


thank God, I never apply'd to any diſ- 


honeſt purpoſe. This gay Gentleman, 
whoſe name I forbear for the ſake of 


his family, loſt his money a few days 


after we became acquainted, and as 1 


had Jutt received a quartef's allowance 
to pay for my board and the charge 


of my exerciſes, I lent it to him very 
readily. My quarterly remittance was 


L ſoon loſt, becauſe at that time he lay 


+ ans 


under a neceſſi yr of e His 
| id In 


M. du Gue-Troui. 7 
In ͤ the mean while a relation of mine, 
a great bully and debauchee, came from 
| Paris to the free Fair of Caen, accom- 
panied by another kind of ſharper ; 
they were both acquainted with my 
friend; ſo we frequently ſaw each 
other, and went all together to play 
at the fair. One evening being there 
according to our cuſtom, my relation's 
friend was caught in his- foul play, 
and was at once ſo furiouſly affaulted, 
that to defend him we were all three 
obliged to draw our ſwords. This 
raſcal thinking we ſhould be over- 
powered by numbers, took to his heels, 
and it was as much as ever we could 

do, with all our skill and agility, to 
get clear of this dirty affair. In this 
Skirmiſh my friend was ſlightly wound- 
ed in the thigh, and this adventure 
gave my relation ſo good a notion of 
me, that he judged me no unfit perſon 
to ſerve him as a ſecond in $42 of 
need, and with this view, offered to 
take me with him to Paris, and to 


bear my expences thither. I embraced 
Lü * 


his „ and we departed. In our 
way to Ronen, he heard that a girl he 
loved had been there debauched by a 
counſellor, who kept her and had 
locked her up. He immediately took 
the reſolution of forcing the place 
where ſhe was, and running away with 
her; and this was executed in the open 
day, by only him and myſelf and one 
of the Town; the doors of the houſe 
were broke open, the Servants put 
to flight, and my relation that inſtant 
carried his prize out of Rouen, leaving 
me the dangerous commiiſion of taking 
up our things from the inn, and to 
join him at a village on the road to 
Paris: The counſellor informed of 
this rape, immediately diſpatched ſome 
officers after us, who came ftrait to 
our inn: I luckily {pied them thro' 
the window of my chamber, as they 
were inthe yard, and had but juſt time 
enough to make my eſcape thro' a back 
door, from whence J ran, without ſtop- 
ping, to the appointed village; where 
1 found my relation wallowing i in love 
and 


M. du Gue-Trouin. 9 
and wine; I too would willingly have 
have recompenſed myſelf with the fair 
for the danger T had incurred, which 
he oppoſing, we laid hands to our 
{words and began a ſhameful duel ; 
the poor girl in the utmoſt affright 
ſhrieked out, and ran in between our 
{words : her cries brought in the peo- 
ple of the houſe, who preyented us 
from cutting one another's throat, No 
ſooner was the heat of my paſſion al- 
layed, than J reflected on the evils my 
brutality had juſt now expoſed me to : 
aſhamed of the unworthy figure I had 
made, I without heſitation asked my 
wicked relation for as much as would 
carry me back to Caen: he gave me a 
Louis dor, and we parted not a lit- 
tle difpleaſed with each other. 
Being returned to Caen I found my 
good friend the gameſter in mach bet- 
ter circumſtances than when J left him, 
he had not only won back again what | 
he had loft, but 700 piſtoles into the 
_ bargain. He very handſomely returned 
me what 1 had lent him, and more- 
1 OVer 
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over inbified. that I ſhould accept of 
20 piſtdles.” Thad never ſeen myſelf 


: \ maſter” of 10 conſiderable a ſum before, 
| and concluding it to be ſufficient to 


carry me to Paris (I had heard won- 
ders of that city) I immediately ſat out 
on my journey without any, further re- 
fle&ion, and againſt the will of my 


N benefactor, who did his utmoſt to di- 


vert me from it. Being arrived at Pa- 


* th” res, L alighted:at. a public houſe. near 


dhe ; croſs- ſtreets of Richlien,. foenquire 
afteBgews and ent a bit. I pad ſcarce 
fat down, when I faw 2 fogt inan come 
in for two bottles of Burgundy for | 
Monſ. Tronin de la Barbinais; this was | 
the name of my eldeſt brother, whom 
the declaration of war had driven from 
the city of Malaga, where he had been 
| Conſul for the French nation, and by | 
mere | chance lodged. oyeragainſt the 

houſe I was at. This name had no 
ſooner ſtruck my ears than I interro- 


gated the footman, a and knew by his 
anſwers that it was really my own 


*brogher; I was ſo near to. I began then 
Yo. to 
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to raminate on the Journey 1 had ſo 
raſhly. undertaken, without leave asked 
or notice given, and was ſeized by ſo 
fudden a fit of fear that without making 
an end of my victuals, I in haſte left 
the houſe and Paris too, and that, 
with the more precipitation, as I ima- 
og every moment I ſaw my brother 

at my heels. I returned with all ſpeed 
to Caen, and a fortnight afterwards, 


the fame chance which had directed ; 


me to him at Paris, brought him to 
Caen in his way to St. Malo. At his 
arrival, he failed not to enquire into 
my conduct, and came to me at a ten- 
nis- court where T was playing: he 
took me aſide and examined me under 
the gallery, and eaſily diſcovered, by 
my ways, that I was a very libertine : : 
he thought it adviſeable to give an ac- 
count of me to my mother, WhO ſoon 
after ſent for me to'St. Malo. IS 2.12 07 

I came there at a conjuncture when 
they were fitting out ſhips for a cruiſe, 


and ſoon after I was put on bea I. 


ſrigate called the Tyinity, of iB f ef 5 Fe 
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fitted out by our family. I made my 
firſt cruiſe in her as a volunteer, but 
it was! ſo tempeſtuous a one, that 
I was ſea- ſick all the time. Never- 
theleſs we took an Engliſh ſhip, laden 
with ſugar and indigo, and with her 
we ſhaped our courſe for St. Malo. 
We were taken in our way by a very 
ſtrong gale at north, which drove us 
on the coaſt of Brittany in the midſt 
of a very dark night: our prize by 
very good luck ſtruck on a bank of 
ooze, and there ſettled, after ſhe had 
driven over ſeveral ſhoals, among which 
we.were obliged to drop our anchors, 
thereby to retard, for a few moments, 
a death which ſcemed to us inevitable: 
we ftruck our yards and top-maſts, | 
and hoiſed out our long boat; but the 
gale increaſed upon us to that degree, 
that, notwithſtanding all our endeayours 
to the-contrary, our ſhip dragged her 
anchors, and tailed againſt the rocks: 
our long boat was loſt in the breakers, | 
and at the Very inſtant that we were | 
| ns to Fa in the ſame aße 
Ain 7 : EN C 
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the wind all at once chopt about from 
north to ſouth, and we ſwung off 
from the rocks as far as the ſcope of 
our cables would allow. This ſudden 
Thift of wind gave us ſmooth water to 
ride in, and the- next day we with 
great difficulty hauled our prize off 
from the ooze, and carried her to St. 
Mala. Our frigate was carcened anew, 
and putting to ſea again, we fell in 
with a Fluſbing privateer equal in force 
to ourſelves; we engaged him, and 
having boarded him, I ſtood one of the 
foremoſt to jump into him, but ſeeing. 
our maſter, near whom I was, fall be- 

tween the two ſhips, which in meeting 
together ſqueezed and cruſhed him 
quite flat, I muſt confeſs ſo frightful 
an object put a ſtop to me, and the re- 
ther, becauſe not having my legs in 
ſuch perfection as he, I imagined it 
would be impoſſible for me to eſcape 
the ſame hideous kind of death. How - 
ever, the enemy, after having been 
boarded thrice ſucceſſively, was carried 
ford in band, and it was thought, 

5 C 7 that 
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= * a younker I had behafad mot 
tolerable . ö 
My two cruiſes in this ſhip, insert 
in J had tried all the horrors of ſhip- 
wreck, and thoſe alſo of an obſtinate 
and bloody, ſea-fight, did not diſcourage 
me, and I ſhipped myſelf on board of 
another frigate of 28 guns, called the 
Grenedau, and in her I was fo fortu- 
nate as to EIN myſelf: we fell 
in with a fleet of 15 Engliſh Mer- 
chantmen, from 14 to 28 guns; moſt 
of the officers: took them for Men 
of War, ſo that the captain thought 
it beſt to keep clear of them; but 
I in the ſtrongeſt terms repreſented 
to him, that it would be for his ho- 
nour not to let {lip ſo fine an opportu- 
* nity, and that they were certainly Mer- 
chantmen very richly laden, from ſome 
circumſtances, which I made him re- 
mark through a ſpying glaſs: he yield- 
ed to my entreaties, and we boldly 
ſteered for this fleet. 'The commadore 
bored for 40 guns, and mounted by 28, 
was boarded and carried; I was the 


firſt ; | | 
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firſt on board of him: I ſtood the fire 
of a piſtol from the captain, and hay= 
mg wounded him with my cutlaſs, 
made myſelf maſter of him and his 
ſhip too. This done, our captain cal- 
led out to me to return on board of 
him with a part of the brave fellows, 
who had ſeconded me. I obeyed, and 
in an inftant afterwards we batte a 
ſecond ſhip of 24 guns: I had got upon 
our cat- head to jump the firſt into her, 
but the ſhock of our coming foul of 
each other, and that of our boltſprit 
which carried away the enemy's taffr⸗ 
ril, was ſo great, that it threw me 
overboard, together with another yo- 
lunteer who ſtood near me; as he knew 
not how to ſwim he had infallibly been 
drowned, had he not caught hold on a 
piece of the enemy's taffarit, which he 
Held faſt, and was taken up by the firſt 
prize's pinnace, who was aſtern of us, 
and who brought to for that purpoſe. 
As for me 9 held faſt to a rope I 
had in my hand, T was hauled up by 
| bs feet into our ſhip by ſome of our 
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people, who contrived to get hold on 
me. Quite ſtunned as I was with this 
fall, and wet from head to foot, I ne- 
vertheleſs jumped on board the enemy, 
and contributed to the carrying of him. 
This ſecond action was followed by the 
captain of a third ſhip, in which alſo 
I performed my part, and our little 
victory had been more complete, if the 
night had permitted us to * it on 
8 
This adventure did me PS much ho- 
nour, by the report our captain and all 
our ſhip's company made of it, that 
_ notwithſtanding I was ſo very young, 
my family Judged me worthy of a imall 
| command. 8 
They truſted me with a pink of 14 
guns, and going out with her to cruiſe, 
I was forced by a ſtorm into the river 
of Limeric, where I landed, and poſ- 
ſeſſed my ſelf of my Lord Clare $ ca- 
ſtle, 5 in ſpite of a detachment from 
the garriſon of Limeric, I burnt two 
ſhips which lay aſhore; but as the pink 


1 commanded did not fail well, by 
„ which h 
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which defect I had miſſed ſeveral go od 
prizes, I had on my return the com- 
mand of a better frigate of 18 guns, 
called the Coeſquen. | 
I failed out with a ſhip of equal 
force, and in conjunction with her, I 
on the coaſt of England attacked a ſmall 
fleet of thirty ſail, convoyed by two 
ſmall Engliſh Men of War of 16 guns 
each: I fought them alone, and made 
myſelf maſter of them both, after a 
ſmart engagement of an hour and a 
half. My conſort in the mean time 
ſtuck cloſe to the Merchantmen, and 
took twelve of them, whom we con- 
voyed to the coaſt of Brittany. We 
there met with a ſquadron of five Eng- 
liſh Men of War, who retook two of 
them, and engaged me in a warm diſ- 
pute to ſave the reſt. I at length 
ſtood in for the road of Arqui about 
nine leagues from St. Malo, a place, 
beſet with rocks and ſhoals, the Eng- 
liſh were unacquainted with. The 
headmoſt of them, who had been the 
moſt eager in chaſing me, were in 
WG C3 great | 


. * 5 
— 12 * 
* . 8 - * = 
1 4 4 i 
18 - ; 1 - 8 . hy bo 2 5 * 


great danger of Aviking upon them, 
arid were therefore obliged to give me 
over. A few days afterwards I weighed 
from this road without any pilot, all 
mine having been killed or wounded; 

and thoſe of my officers, who could 
have ſerved me in that capacity, ſtaid 
alſo aſhore to have their wounds dreſ- 
ſed; this laid me under the neceſſity 
of taking charge of my ſhip the re- 
mainder of the voyage, not without 
great fatigue of mind and body. I was 
driven by ſtreſs of weather into the 
bottom of Briſtol channel, and was ſo 
near the land that I was obliged to an- 
chor under the iſland of Lund, at the 


mouth of the river Severn. This dan- 


ger was followed by another; for as 
ſoon as the gale was over, an Engliſh 
Man of War of. 56 guns made in for 
the ſame place, to anchor there like- 
wile. My danger. was great;- but to 
avoid it, I cut my cables and ſet fail, 
ſteering out on one ſide of the land, | 
while the Man of War was coming in 
on the other : the gave me chaſe till 
night, 


hy 
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night, which favoured my eſcape. De- 
livered from this danger, I re Patel to 
my cruiſing-ſtation, and took two Eng- 
liſh prizes from Barbadoes, and went 
with them to St. Mals to lay up my 
| ſhip there. | 

During the interval of theſe erußtes 1 
made amends for all the fatigues I had 
undergone at ſea, by the mch of 
all the pleaſures I could taſte at land, ga- 
ming, the exerciſes, and the fair Tex 
took up all my thoughts by turns. I 
gamed with good fortune on my fide, 


and was thereby enabled to give a full 


{wing to the inclination I had for e 
men, which indeed was boundleſs: it 
ſhould ſeem that a heart ſo worn tor 
by its own inconſtancy, and uſed to 
wander after fo many different objects, 
ſhould be incapable of 2 itſelf, and 
of uniting all thoſe deſires for one per- 
ſon, which were before divided amongſt 
ſo many. But nevertheleſs, I fell 
deeply in love with a young lady of 
great beauty and wit; and ſhall only 
fay, that I was ſo happy as to gain her 


fayour, 
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fayour, and engage her to give me a 
meeting, which when her relations 


heard, they ſent her into a convent, 


otherwiſe it is poſſible that the affair 
between us might have taken a ſerious 


turn. The violence of my paſlion did 
not interrupt the courſe of my irre- 
gularities, which I inſtantly reſumed 


again; ſo true is it, that a vicious ha- 
bit becomes, as it were, incurable. 


While thus aſhore, my brother procu- 
red one of the king's pinks for me, called 
the Profound, of 32 guns, and I repaired 


to Breſt, to take upon me the com- 


mand of her. This campaign was un- 
fortunate indeed; I cruifed three 
months without taking one prize, and 


ſuffered a vexatious engagement in the 


night with a Swediſb Man of War of 


40 guns, who taking me for an Alge- 
rine, attacked me, and continued the 
miſtake till day light; and to complete 
my misfortune, eighty | of my people 


died of a feyer, which obliged me to 


put into Lisbon, there to recover my 


lick men, and clean my ſhip. While 
| e I lay 
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J lay in this harbour a very unlucky 
affair befell me; for my gunner run- 
ning away from the ſhip, I met him a 
few days afterwards at a place near the 
ſea-ſide. I would have laid hold on 
him; but he jumped back, and had the 
impudence to draw his ſword and dag- 
ger; I fell on him, and preſently 
wounded him in two places, whereup- 
on he took to his heels, but I ſhould 
ſoon have overtaken him, if a parcel 
of Portugueſe had not drawn upon me, 
and offered to ſtop me. I ſhortened 
my arm, and running on them, forced 
a way through them, and came up 
with the raſcal: my arm was lifted up 
to cut him down, when at the inſtant L 
ſtruck my toe againſt a ſtone, which 
as J ran full ſpeed, threw me upon my 
noſe with ſuch violence, that my face 
and hands were all bloody; I got up 
again, and purſuing him, faw him go 
into a church, which is a ſure aſylum 


in that country; and the Monks, ac- 


cording to their laudable cuſtom, pro- 
tected him from me. : 15 
TH My 
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My ſhip being cleaned, and my 
ſhip's company recovered, I weighed 
from the river of Lisbon, and took a 
Spansfh ſhip laden with ſugar ; of many 

had ſeen, ſhe was the only ſhip I 
could fpeak with, for we failed but 
heavily: ſo I returned to Breſt, where 
FT left my ſhip, and ſet out for St. 
.. ee DONG 
I be influences of this vexatious trip 
ſollowed me on ſhore: I had ſhipped a 


young man, who had been pump: dret- 


fer to Coq, a ſencing-maſter at Paris, 
for whom he gave leſſons to the offi- 


cers and volunteers of my ſhip, and di- 


verted mewiththe fame exerciſe, which 
I was very fond of. This young fellow 


having acted the mutineer whilſt we | 
were at fea, I chaſtiſed him, and put him 
twice into irons; whereupon he boaſted 
(as I was afterwards informed) that he 


would take revenge on me for that af- 


front when we came to land. In ef- 
fect he had the impudence to declare 
at St. Malo, that he had endeavoured 
to make me draw my ſword, and that 
N I dared | 
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I dared not. A lieutenant of foot be- 
longing to the garriſon was imprudent 
_ to acquaint me with this; and 
him if he could inform. me 
vhs the braggadocio lodged, and 8 
replying yes, I went that minute t 
ferret. him from his hole. He und 
me that trouble, for I met him with 
two other bullies in the middle of the 
high ſtreet; I made towards him, in- 
tending to cane him, but he perceiv- 
ing my deſign, jurnped back, and drew. 
his ſword. I ran upon him, and forc- 
ing him between a wall and a cart, 
which ſtood there; I was fo tranſported 
by my paſſion, that I broke my ſword 
half a foot from the point, without 
perceiving it, and drove on at him, and 
did hit him ſeveral times, but my ſword 
would not enter. While I was thus 
employed, one of his companions came 
and ran me in behind, which I neither 
ſaw nor felt; and by this time a 
number being 3 about us, they 
parted us, and dragged me home. In 
coming into the houſe: my mother was 
the 
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the firſt that ſaw blood upon the back 
of my coat, which was ſpotted by it, and 
a minute afterwards 1 Felt my wound, 
4 did not prove dangerous. 
A ſhort time afterwards I obtained 
2 2 commiſſion for one of the king's fri- 
gates, called the Hercules, of 28 guns, 
which J fitted out at Breſt, and fixing 
my ſtation in the chops of the chan- 
nel, I took five or fix prizes, Engliſh 
and Dutch, and among them two ſhips 
from Jamaica, onſiderable both for 
their ſtrength ahd riches. The cir- 
cumſtances of this laſt action are too 
remarkable to be paſſed over in general 


terms. 


I had cruiſed Woven two months, 

and had but fifteen days allowance of 

proviſion left, and was moreover peſt- 
ered with priſoners, and had ſixty men 

fick. My officers and all my ſhip's 
company, perceiving that I did not ſo 
much as ſpeak of going into a harbour, 
repreſented to me, that it was time to 
think of it, and that the king's order 
| poſitively. © it. _ knew that 
: as 
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as well as they; but I was taken with 
a ſudden and ſecret foreboding of ſome 
fortunate adventure at hand, which 
made me lengthen our cruiſe from day 

to day: when I ſaw myſelf urged cloſe- 
Iy, I called together the people, and 
haranguing them, I engaged them, 
partly by perſuaſion, and partly by my 
authority, to conſent that I ſhould 
ſhorten their allowance a little, promi- 
ſing them that if we caught any thing, 
I would allow them plunder, and re- 


compenſe them amply. I muſt frank- 


ly confeſs that my conduct at this time 
was not a little out of the way, and I 
cannot myſelf conceive what urged me 
to beſpeak them in ſuch terms, and 
with ſuch aſſurance; but herein I was 
hurried on by an unknown voice, 
which it was impoſtible for me not to 
obey. However this was, chance would 
have it, that at the end of eight days 
1 faw, in a dream, two large ſhips 
bearing down upon us with all the fail 
they could make: this viſion put me 
into ſuch an nne ah I ftarte] 

7 | out 
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out of my ſleep, and day- break hs | 
ning to appear, I turned out of my 
cabbin and went upon the quarter- 
deck, where carrying my eye round 
the horizon, 'T immediately ſaw two 


real ſhips, in the ſame poſture, and 


with the ſame canvaſs abroad, as thoſe 
I had ſeen in my ſleep: they at — | 
ſeemed to me to be Men of Mur; be- 
eauſe they bore down upon us with all 
their ſail ſtanding, and made an appear- 


_ ance which was warlike enough to 


continue mie in the dread Tat firſt con- 


ceived. Under this apprehenſion 1 


thought it adviſeable to ſtand away 


Ponta them, and try heels with them, 


before I'expoſed my ſelf to any hazard; 
but finding that I outfailed them very 
conſiderably, I tacked about, and gave 
them battle, and after a hot reſiſtance 
for three hours, they became my prizes. 


Theſe ſhips were bored for 48 guns, 


and had each of them 28 mounted: 


they were laden with ſugar, indigo, 


and a great deal of gold and om: The 


| Plunder which was greats and which I 
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connived at, for the ſake of my word, 
did not hinder my owners from being 
very conſiderable gainers by this cap- 
ture. I carried theſe two prizes into 
Nants, where I cleaned my ſhip, and 
returning to my ſtation, took three 
more prizes, before 1 failed for Breſt. 
As I owe the taking of theſe two 
ſhips to a ſecret foreboding, which 
made me require from my ſhip's com- 
pany eight days longer to cruiſe in, I 
eannot forbear obſerving, that F have 
had many ſuch, which have never once 
deceived me. I leave philoſophers to 
explain what this inward voice may be, 
which has ſo often foretold me good: 
and bad 'eyentss Let them, if they 
will, attribute it to ſome Genius which 
attends on us Wherever we go, to 
a warm and lively imagination, or to 
the ſoul herſelf, who in ſome auſpicious 
moments, darts through the ſhades of 
futurity, there to explore the embrio's 
of events; I will not wrangle with 
them, let their ſolution be what it will, 

n een J am, that I have felt nothing 
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more ſenſibly within myſelf than that 
ſtill voice, and though ſtill, yet di- 
ſtint, and, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, 


importunate, which has foretold to me 


many times, and to others, even the 
very day and circumſtances of. adven- 
tures to cone. 

As ſoon as I came to Breſt, I Jodi 


_down the command of the n to 
take up that of the ape, a royal 


frigate of 40 guns: I failed with her 
for the ſtreight's mouth, where I crui- 
{cd, and took three prizes, and then 
put into Lisbon to careen my ſhip. 


My care to do my duty with all beco- 


ming regularity did not prevent me 
from having ſeveral temporary amours 
here according to cuſtom, and among 
the reſt J had an intrigue with a lady, 
who was kept in a very ſplendid man- 


ner by a Count and grandee of Por- 
tugal: her charms were heightened by 


a very uncommon generoſity, and it 
was my own, fault, that I reaped no 
advantage from it; for of all the valu- 
able preſents ſhe would haye forced on 

n 1 8 Ee me, 
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me, T accepted of nothing b but a very 
rk Kab genteel ſnuff-box. 


The Count, who kept this amiable ; 
lady, and a Marquis his couſin, lay at 
this time UNI the om. of og 
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big: The French bod =o who re- 
fided in that city, ordered me to con- 
vey them to France; and J received 
them on board my ſhip with the great- 
er pleaſure, as one of them was {ſon in 
law to the Marſhal de Villeroy, one of 
the moſt worthy noblemen we have in 
the kingdom, The Count was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed to ſee in my hands 
the ſnuff- box his miſtreſs had given me, 
for ignorant of how far, or in What 
manner it might affect him, I general- 
ly carried it about me. The curioſity 
he betrayed in examining the box, and 
the many queſtions he put to me con- 
cerning it, let me into the motive of 
His inquietude, and like a man of ho- 
nour 1 did my werten, to make him 
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To have done with this, as I was 
carrying. theſe grandees of Portugal to 
France, I had advice of four rich Fluſh- 
zngers from Curacaa, laden with cocoa, 
and ſome pieces of eight, all four of 
20 or 30 guns; I joined them, gave 
them battle, and made myſelf maſter 
of the ſtouteſt, whoſe Kill working, 
and the reſiſtances he made, ſaved her 
three conſorts, who got clear of me by 
the favour of a miſt, and of the night, 
which came upon us. I carried this 
Prize into St. Malo, and laid hold on 
this opportunity of landing the two 
Portugueſe lords, whom left very well 
ſatisfied with the reſpectful uſage they 
had met with from me. 

I Þ put to ſea again without loſs of 
time, and making towards the coaſt of 
England, T ſpied a fleet of thirty fail, 
convoyed. by an Englifp Man of "War 
of 56 guns, called the Prince of Orange. 
I bore down upon her, with a deſign 
to fight, and even to board her, but 
ſpeaking by the way with one of the 
of the * who informed. me 
; they 
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they were all laden with nothing but 
coal, I thought it imprudent to run 
the hazard of a doubtful battle for ſo 
baſe a commodity. Juaſt as I was near 
enough to haile the Man ef War, I got 
my tacks on board under Engliſh co- 
lours, and ſtood away in queſt of ſome 
better adventure. The captain of this 
ſhip took me all along for an Engliſh 
man, but finding by my way of work - 
ing that he was under a miſtake, gave 
me chaſe: I then reſolved to convince 
him, that I had not wa ved an engage 
ment through any fear of him, and ac- 
cordingly clewed up my courſes; which 
when he ſaw, he did the fame. I now 
thought I had done enough, and there- 
fore let falt my courſes again, but he 


rene wing the chaſe, I braced my head- 


fails to the maſt, and ſtriking my Eug- 
Lb enſign, which I as yet kept flying 
at my ſtern, I hoiſed it up again in a 
waſt by way of deriſion. Enraged at 
this bravadoe, he fired three ſhot at 
me, which I anſwered with three 
other, without ſo much as condeſcend- 


ing 
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ing to ſpread my White enen at 
length perceiving that this rhodomon- 
tade aimed at nothing, I left him with 


his fleet: but by the ſequel it will > 


pear into what trouble this empty in- 
ny had like to have thrown me. 
A fortnight afterwards, - it being 
bay weather, I fell in with a ſqua- 
dron of ſix Engliſ Men of Way from 
50 to 80 and being unluekily 
q om me es them, and the 
_ Emplifſb 1 I was obliged to engage. 
2 The he Adventure was the firſt that came 
up with me, and we fought with all 


fils ſtanding for almoſt four — 


before any of her conſorts could j 
Her; I even began to hope that — in 


the point of doubling the iſle of Sciliy, 


+ which confined me in my run, the 


goodneſs of my ſhip might extricate 


me from this trouble; this hope was 
of ſhort duration, the enemy brought 
both my topmaſts by the board with 

one of her laſt broadſides. This cruel 
accident daſhed my expectations, and 
5 he” came within OOO of me in 


an 
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an inſtant, and cle wing up her low fails 
ranged ſo cloſe to me, that a ſudden 


reſolution took me of boarding her in 
perſon with all my crew. U all at once 
ordered my officers, who were near 
me, to go and drive up all the peo- 
ple to their quarters, and at the fame 
time get ready all our graplins, and 
put the helm hard over. Juſtas 1 
was coming foul of her, ill luck would 
have big that one of my lieutenants, 

who commanded in the ſteerage, and 

knew nothing of my deſign, ſeeing 
through one of the ports, that the 
enemy was cloſe to us, and not dream- 


ing that I intended to board her, 
thought there was ſome miſtake in 


the poſture of the helm, and there- 


fore ſhiſted it. I ran to the bittacle, 


where I found the helm had been ſhift- 


ed contrary to my orders, and put it 
hard over again, as I would have it, 


but ſaw with a heavy heart, that the 
captain of the Adventure, marking my 


- defign, had ſet his low fails again, and 
was ſteering off from me; we were ſo 
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near to each other that my bow-fprit 
end damaged his taffaril. Thus by a 
miſtake, I loſt an opportunity of ma- 


Eing one of the moſt ſurprizing at- 


tempts, ever heard of; for in the re- 
lution of either periſhin g OF carry ing 
this Mam of War, who failed better 
than any other of the ſquadron, it is 
not to, be doubted: but that I ſhould 


have ſucceeded, and carried her with 


me to France, a ſhip. every way ſu- 


perior to mine, Who being anmaſled, 


had no chance to eſeape. 


Thus baulked in my aim, the Menk 
ove up with me, and capnonaded me 
dt piſtol- hot, while the Canterbury, 
the Dragon, and the Romney, let fly 


at me with their fore-chaſe. - The com- 


mo dere only of the ſquadron did not 
gn to honour me with one ſhot; to 
foree him to it, I brought my broad- 
ſide to bear on him, ue fired ſeveral 


dat him, but he did not condeſcend to 
bold the leaſt correſpondence with me. 


In this diſtreſs I was forſaken. by my 


| ag MR all: aan. ne 
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hold in ſpite of all I could do to pre- 
vent them; and whilft T was endea- 
vouring to make them keep the deck, 
and had even wounded two of them. 
complete my-misfortunes, the gun- 
room took fire. The fear of being 
blown up, made me hurry down thi- 
ther, and having ſoon conquered the 
fire, J ordered ſome barrels of Grena- 
does to be brought to me near the 
hatch-ways, and threw down ſuch a 
number of them into the hold, as made | 
many of my run- aways glad de get up- 
on deck again: I re-manned tome of 
the poſts, and fired ſeveral volleys of 
my lower tire before I went up again 
to the quarter-deck; but when I came 
up, I was quite confounded to find the 
enſign ſtruck; whether the halliards 
had been cut away by a ſhot from the 
enemy, or whether in the minute 1 
was abſent, ſome wretched coward had 
done me diſhonour on purpoſe, is 
uncertain: I immediately. ordered it 
to be hoiſed again; when, my offi= 
cers came to me, and repreſented that 


it 
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it would be a vain expoſing of our- 
ſelves to the butchery of the Englr/b , 
if, aſter having ſeen our colours down 
| for a conſiderable time, they ſaw them 
thrown out again, and we obſtinately 
| perſiſting againſt them, when we had 
not the leaſt chance in our favour, being 
deprived of all our maſts. I could not 
withſtand the truth of this remonſtrance, 
and whilſt, in deſpair, I was yet mu- 
ſing on what was beſt to be done, I 
"was thrown Hat on the deck by a bul- 
let, which, after having cut ſeveral of 
the carlings of my poop, fell upon'my 
hip, and took my ſenſes from me for 

a full quarter of an hour: they car- 
ried me into my cabbin, and this ac- 
cident put an end to my irreſolution. 
The captain of the Monk was the firſt 
that ſent his barge to fetch me; I was 
carried on board of him with a good part 
of my officers, and his generoſity was 
ſuch, that he Would abſolutely lay me 
in his own bed, ordering that I ſhould | 
be treated With as much care and ten- 
: derref, as if I had been his own fon. | 
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The whole ſquadron went with me 
to 0 Phmonth, and I was there regaled 


by all the captains. When they failed 


away, I had the whole town for my 
priſon: this gave me an opportunity of 
getting acquainted with a very pretty 
young woman, who helped me to eſ- 
cape after a very extraordinary man- 
ner, which it may not be amiſs to give 
at length. In order thereunto, you 


muſt. recollect what I have related to 


have paſſed between the Engliſh Man 
of Mar called the Prince of Orange 


and me, and how I fired three ſhot at 
her by way of return, without ever 
ſpreading my White enſign. This 


youthful prank drew me into a great $ 
deal of trouble. 


For, the captain of this Ship, having 


conveyed his fleet to their ſeveral ports, 
came by chance into Plhymouth-lound, 
a few days after I had been brought 
thither; and ſeeing my ſhip remem- 


bered it was her who had fo groſly af- 


fronted him. His reſentment was 


| wah, that he petitioned the admiralty, 


E + Ti 


that I might be brought to a Trial 


for firing at him without ſhewing 
my colours, contrary to the laws of 
arms; and requeſted that I ſhould be 


impriſoned until the return of an expreſs 
he was going to diſpatch to the queen 


of England upon that affair. Hereupon 
the admiralty ordered me into cuſtody, 
and I was confined in a priſon- room, 
with a ſentry at my door. The only 
diſtinction made between me and the 
other priſoners, was the liberty F had 

of dreſſing my victuals in my own 
room, and the leave given to the 
French officers to come and keep me 


company. Even the captains of the 
Eiugliſb companies, who guarded the 
priſon by turns, dined with me very 
freely, and my pretty acquaintance 
came very oſten to viſit me. It happen- 
ed that a French refugee, a captain of 


one of theſe Engliſh companies, became 


diſtractedly enamored of this young 
woman, and obſerving the familiarity | 
between her and me, he imagined I | 
- might aſſiſt him in obtaining her good 


graces; | 
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8 and therefore opened his mind 
ery frankly to me upon that ſubject. 
The eſteem and love I bore her, would 
have prompted me to have rejected his 
overture very hard-heartedly, had I not 
kept my ſenſes about me enough to 
foreſee, that J might turn this project 
very much to my own advantage. 
With this proſpect I told him, that 
I would ferve him with all my heart, 
but that I was too cloſely beſet in my 
room, and ſaw no likelihood of fuc- 
ceeding, if he did not procure me ſome 
opportunities of being with her more 
privately; that to this purpofe the 
neighbouring tavern appeared to me 
a very proper and conyenient place in 
all reſpe&s; that ſhe might come to 
me thither without any ſufpicion; and 
that, if I could but get her there, I 
wou'd exert all my rhetoric to diſ- 
poſe ber to think well of him, and 
afterwards give him notice to come 
and paſs away the reſt of the evening 
with her. His love made him ſwal- 
low down this ſtratagem very greedi- 
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8 and ſor the execution of it we 
fixed upon the day when he was next 


to mount guard at the priſon. I took 


care to inform my fair friend of the 
ſexeral particulars of this plot, and to 
aſſure her in the ſtrongeſt terms, that | 
*T ſhould ſoon ſink under the pain of 
confinement, if ſhe would' not: be ſo 
good as to forward my deliverance ; 
- convincing her, that ſhe had it in her 
Power, without running the leaſt ha- 
zard in reference to her honour. I 
Was fo happy as to affect her with 
what I faid, and ſhe gave me her word, 
that ſhe would take all the ſteps ſhe 
thought neceſſary to the end I pro- 
poſed This preliminary ſettled, I 
wrote to the captain of a Swediſh 
thip in Hamoze, propoſing to him, that 
he ſhould fell me a boat fitted with a 
fail, fix oars, ſix muſquets and as ma- 
ny cutlaſſes, with bisket, beer and 
a ſea-compaſs, and ſome other provi- 
ſions and neceſſaries, entreating him 
particularly to ſend ſome of his peo- 
ple to the priſon under pretence of. vi- 
7 oy 
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ſiting the Freuch priſoners; and to 


ſend privately by them a Swediſh ſea- 
dreſs for my maſter, who ſpeaking. 
their language, and being moreover a 
tall man, might mix with them when 


they went out of the priſon. 
This project was executed, my maſ- 


ter mixed with the Seoediſh ſailors, 


and eſcaped out of priſon under that 
diſguiſe. He bargained with their 


| captain for his boat and neceſſaries, 
and it was agreed that I ſhould pay 


him 35 I. ſterling, provided ſhe was 
ready or an appointed day, and that 
ſix of his people ſhould wait for me 


at a rendez-yous out or the town, 


to carry me to the boat. 


Lou muſt know that the! public- 
houſe, where I was to meet my laſs, 


ſtood at the foot of a hill; and that 


from the ſecond ſtory you went into 
a little garden, that ran out towards a 


ſtreet which was near the top of the 


hill: it was over the walls of this 


garden that I thought to ſave myſelf, 
while the amourous captain ſhould 


E 3 imagine 
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imagine I was perſuading his favourite 
to love him. With this view I or- 
dered my valet de chambre who had 
leave to go out to market for me, and 
my ſurgeon who. went to the hoſpi- 
tal to dreſs our wounded men, to be 
infallibly at four in the aſternoon 
behind the wall of that garden, there 
to wait for me, and from thence con- 
duct me to our good friends the 
SWEAES. | . 
At length the much deſired * 
came: my amorous captain, having 0 
ſerved his miſtreſs to go into the pub- 
lic-houſe, made no ſeruple to let me 
out of my room with another of my 
officers whom he had conſented to 
receive into the ſecret ; | he only, beg 
ged of us not to keep him long i in pain, 
and to ſend for him as ſoon as poſſible: 1 
ſor my part hardly gave my ſelf time to 
thank my kind friend, and Glute her, | 
but impatient! y ſcaled the garden-wall 
with my companion. Behind this 
wall we found my valet de chambre 
and ſurgeon, who led us on boldly to 
| > ms 
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the appointed rendez-vous, where we 
found | Gon luſty Swedes well armed, 
who carried us two leagues on foo, 
and guarded us to the boat. | 
We embarked i in her about fix in 
the evening, five French in all, vis. 
the officer who was the companion of 
my flight, my maſter, my ſurgeon, my 
_ valet and myſelf We immediately 
got under fail and paſſed very near to 
acouple of Englifh Men of War at an- 
chor in the ſound, who hailed us as 
we went by; we anſwered them as 
an Engliſb fiſher-boat, and holding on 
our way were at day-break got out 
of the ſound, and not far off from an 
Engl . frigate, ſtanding in for Hy- 
I know not by what ill luck 
ſhe took it into her head to ſpeak with 
us, but it is certain we were upon the 
point of being re-taken, when it fell 
flat calm, and gave us an opportunity 
of rowing away from her. Behold us 
then on the open ſea almoſt ſpent with 
rowing ſo long. Night came on, and 
the — and J relieved each other, 


to 


to 8 wa a — and a ſmall lan- 


_- thorn. I for my part was fo over- 


come with fatigue, that, not able to 


keep my eyes open, I fell aſleep with 
the tiller in my hand; but I was ve- 
ry ſoon and very ſeverely” diſturbed 
* a ſudden and violent ſquall of wind, 
which laid us all along and almoſt fl 
led us in a minute. I immediately 


let fly the ſheet, and, putting the helm 


| a-weather, bore away before it, and by 
this piece of yare-handineſs I eſcaped 
periſhing, which was the more inevi- 
table as we were 13 leagues from any 


land; my companions alſo, who now 


lay under water, were ſoon rouſed from 
their ſlumber: our bisket and barrel 
of beer were ſpoiled by the ſea-water 
which got amongſt them, and it took 
us up a great deal of time to free our 
boat, which we did by baling the 
water out with our hats. The boat 
thus freed we ſteered our courſe again, 

and ſo we continued to do the remain- 
der of the night, and all the following 
3 1 At length about 8 1 in the even- 


ing 
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ing we came in with the coaſt of Britta- 
M, at the diſtance of about two leagues 
from Treguier: and overjoyed with the 
thoughts of having eſcaped ſo many 
dangers, I (all fatigued as I was) ran 
gently a-ground upon the beach to 
embrace my native land; and we had 
juſt day-light enough to direct us to a 
ſmall village, where we were accommo- 
dated and refreſhed with milk, bread 
and clean ſtraw. The next day we pro- 
ceeded to Treguier, and from thence to 
St. Malo. Upon my coming thither 
I was informed, that my eldeſt brother 
was gone for Rochefort where he was 
fitting out one of the king's ſhips, 
called the Francois, of 48 guns, with 
deſign to give me the command of her 
as ſoon as I ſhould return from Eng- 
land. T took poſt to go to him, and 
found this ſhip at anchor in the roads 
of Rochelle, all ready for failing. 
Il went on board her, and ſtanding out 
for the main ſea, fixed my cruiſing 
ſtation on the coaſts of England and 
Ireland. I preſently took five ſhips 
„ laden 
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laden with tobacco and ſu gar, and then 


a ſixth laden with maſts and furs | 
from New-England; ſhe had parted 


about two days before with a fleet 
5 5 fail under the convoy of two 

Men of War, the one called 
N 5571 of 50 guns, the other, 


the Boſton of 38 guns, tho' bored for 


72. This laſt ſhip was built by the 


| Inhabitants of Boſton, as a preſent they 


deſigned for prince George, and was 


laden with very fine maſts and furs: 1 
informed myſelf with all diligence |} 
how this fleet might. bear of me, and | 
crowded with all my ſail aſter them, ö 
and made them * noon. x | 
Impatient to take my revenge, 1 
inſtantly attacked the two Men of | 
War, Vee convoyed this fleet, With | 
my firſt broad-ſides I had the good | 
luck to bring the Boſton's main-top- 


maſt by the board, and to cut her 


3 in two: this accident quite 
put her by from croſſing my deſign 


of boarding the Nonſuch. This ſhip 


in 


1 e boarded, and grappled her 


it 
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in the midft of our mutual fire of great 


guns and ſmall arms. And then threw 
into her ſuch a ſhower of Grenaaves, 
which I had cauſed to be delivered to 
all hands fore' and aft, that the ene- 


my's decks were ſoon cleared; I then 


ordered the drums to beat the charge, 
and juſt as my people were ready to 
enter, her poop at once took fire fo 
fiercely, that, fearing to be burnt with 


her, I in all haſte put off. As ſoon as 


this fire was extinguiſhed, I grappled 


this ſhip (the Nonſuch) a ſecond time, 


and my fore-top and fore-ſail taking 
fire, I was under a neceſſity of quitting 
my hold once more. In the mean 
time night came on, and the whole 
fleet diſperſed: the two Men of Mar 
were the only ſhips that kept toge- 
ther, and T took care to be the third 
in company; in the night I was taken 
up in unbending my tattered and ſing- 
ed fails: the enemy on the other hand 


were employ d in ſplicing and knot- 
| ting, and Setting themſelves! into order 


As 
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As ſoon as day peeped out, L Was 
prepared to board the Nonſuch a third 
time, but, in the midſt of our mutual 
fire of great guns and ſmall arms, her 
main- maſt and fore-maſt fell into my 
chains; this accident, which quite diſ- 
abled ber, was the reaſon I did not enter 
her now, but on the contrary crowded 
fail for the Boſtan with equal activi- 
, the then uſing all endeavours to 
are herſelf by flight. I came up 
with her, and 3 her preſently, and 
then returned to her conſort, who, be- 
ing as naked as a punt, Was obliged to 
7 ſubmit. MET! 

Theſe two ſhips. 8 re, a 
Dutchman, who had . commanded a 
prize I took a few. days before,. came 

up from the. hold to. The quarter-deck 
to wiſh me joy, telling me, with an 


air of great ſatisſaction, that he alſo It | 


had gained a ſmall victory over the 
be of the Engliſh prize, who gave | 
me advice of this fleet; for that, going 
down. into the hold a minute before 
* engaged, the * man ſaid to 
. þ him, 
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him, Come, brother, lets be merry, 
cee ſhall ſoon be at liberty, the Nonſuch 
is commanded by one of the ſtouteſt cap= . 
tains m England, and with this ſame 
ſbip boarded and took the famous John 
Bart and the chevalier Fourbin; his 
conſort alſo is well fitted and officer- 
4900 of had ber 8 nee 
with the crew of an Engliſh ſhip loft a 
little time ago on the coaſt near Boſton ; 
and this Frenchman ii never be able 
to hold out againſt them long. The 
Dutch captain aſſured me he aniweredto 
this, That he took me for a braver man 
than either of the Engliſh commanders; 
and that he would forfeit his head if 
T did not get the day of them: the 
Engliſhman in a paſſion told him, he 
lied, which the other returning him 
with -a box on the ear, they came to 
cuffs about it. The Dutchman was 
too many for his antagoniſt, and came 
that inſtant to acquaint me with 
the combat between them, deſiring it 
of me as a particular fayour, to order 
his adyerſary to appear on the deck, 
F that 
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that he might with his own eyes ſec 
_ theſe two ſhips maſtered, and burſt with 
rage at the fight. . I accordingly ſent 
for him up, and he had like to 
have run mad when he ſaw the Now- 
| fuch and the Boſton, in .the. diſtreſſed 
condition I had reduced them to, and 
went off ſwearing like a heathen, and 

_ tearing up his hair by the roots. 
In the mean time I was ſadly puz- 
_ led toſecure theſe two ſhips, my long- 
boat and pinnace were torn to pieces, 
and there came on a gale which put 
us in great danger, thro* the diſorder we 
were in after ſo long and ſo obſtinate 
a fight. The captain and all the offi- 
cers of the Nonſuch were killed or 
wounded, and my people brought me 


| the commiſſions of Meſſ. Bart and 
| Fourbin, ſince chiefs of a ſquadron, and il 
3 formerly taken by this fame ſhip. 


In this action I loſt almoſt the half of 
my ſhip's company, and ſtreſs of wea- 

ther parted us from each other. M. 
Boſcher, my couſin german, who was 

my ſecond c aptain and who ee 
# | | e 
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ed himſelf very much in this engage- 
ment, being on board of the Nonſuch, 
was obliged to throw all her upper 


guns overboard, and tho' ſhe was deſ- 


titute of maſts, guns and fails, yet ſo 
clever was he as to fave this prize, and 


carry her into Port-Lonzs. As for the 
Boſton, ſhe, when the ſtorm was over, 


fell in with four privateers of Fluſhing, 


who retook her in ſight of the iſland 


of Ushant, and it was with much trou- 


ble that I caught hold on the port of 


| Breſt with my ſhip, conſidering that ſhe 


had loſt her-top-maſts and mizen-maſt, 
and that the hall of her was quite ſhat- 
tered. : 

The late king, L455 the great, al- 
ways mindful to reward military vir- 
tue, was pleaſed to honour me with 
a ſword after this action. I received 
it with a very obliging letter from the 
miniſter that preſided over our naval 
affairs, who exhorted me to get my ſhip 
in a readineſs, to join the Marquis ge 


yore” in the roads of Rochelle. 1 
. F2 - obeyed 


| 
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; 
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_ obeyed, and loſtno time in n td 
the appointed place. 

We were five Men * War under 
his command, vi. the Excellent of 62 
guns, who bore the general's flag; the 
Pellican of 50, commanded by the chi- 
valier Augers; the Fortunate of 56, by | 
M. de Beaubriaud; the St. Anthony, | 
of St. Malo, of 56 alſo, by M. de la 
Villeſtreux; and the Francis of 48 
guns, commanded by myſelf. This 
ſquadron cruiſed in the chops of the 
channel, where we fell in with three 
Engliſh Men of War, and giving them 
chaſe, I was by a little the headmoſt | 
ſhip of our TG. and exactly in the | 
wake of the biggeſt of the enemy's | 
ſhips of 76 guns, and called the Hope. 
I came up with her within muſquet- | 
ſhot, and was preparing to board her 
at once, with a reſolution of not firing 


one ſhot till I had grappled her. While 
| my thoughts were thus employed, the 
marquis de Neſmond, who as well as 
the reſt of the ſquadron had Engli/b 
colours flying, fired a ** to lee-Ward 
wWith- 
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without ſhiſting his colours: upon this 
all my officers repreſented to me, that 
ſeeing he had not ſpread his white 
flag, this gun could be no other 
than a ſignal [for me to lye by for him, 
which if I did not, T ſhould incur the 
penalties oſ diſobedience; it being im- 
poſſible that our chief ſhould take it 
into his head, to fight under the ene- 
my's colours. Tt was with very much 
ado that I perſwaded myſelf to give 
way to their remonſtrance, or to conſent 
to the clewing up of our main-fail, be- 
ing throughly vexed at the loſs of fo 
fine an opportunity of ſignalizing my- 
ſelf; and was ſtill much more concern- 
e when a quarter of an hour aſterwards 
I faw the marquis de Neſmond ſpread 
his white flag, and fire another gun as 
a ſignal for the fight. In an inſtant 1 
ſet my main: ſail again, and fired my 
whole broad-ſide at the Hope. At the 
fame time M. de Villeſtreux attacked 
the Angleſey of 68 guns: but ſcarce 
had we exchanged three or four broad- 


tides when the marquis de Neſmond 
F 3 . 


came up with the Hope, and fought 
- her ſo briskly at the diſtance of piſtol- 
ſhot, that he brought her main-maft 
by the board, and became maſter of her 
after a pretty handſom reſiſtance. M. 
de Villeſtreux, captain of the St. Aut ho- 
uy, was mortally wounded in fighting 
and attempting to board the Angleſey : 
and by the ſame ſhip was he even ſo diſ 
abled in his ſails and rigging, that being 
no longer in a condition to give chaſe, 
the enemy got clear with her conſort 
by the favour of the night | 
I made my juſt complaints to the 
marquis de -Neſmond, in that he had 
. obliged me to cle up my main-ſail by 
the ſhot he fired under Exgliſb colours, 
whereby he had deprived me of the 
honour I was going to acquire by 
boarding the Hope; I told him all my 
officers were ready to witneſs that I 
was prepared for, and fully reſolved 
upon, the attempt; and that it was a 
hard thing for me, that he ſhould have 
uſed his authority ſo much to my diſ- 
advantage and loſs. He anſwered, that 
Ws k he 


— 


M. du Gué-Trouin. 3 


he was very ſorry for me, but that it 
was an inadvertency in his captain of the 
ſignals, who had forgot that the Eugliſ 
enſign was fly ing, and that all the fault, 
if any there were, was to be laid at that 
officerꝰs door, and not to me, ho had 
perfectly well acquitted myſelf of my 
duty. However, the people of the 
other ſhips, who had ſeen me the head- 
moſt towards the enemy, and did not 
mind the gun which the commander 
in chief fired under Eugliſb colours, 
were quite aſtoniſhed, to fee me cle 
up my main-ſail; and were even ſo un- 

juſt to me as to interpret this part of my 
working to my diſadvantage, without 
diving into the reaſons of ſubordination 
which had forced me to it; ſo that in 
their ſea- ſongs they taxed me with want 
of courage; but they have ſince that 
time ſung {| many in honour of me, 


that — have more than made a- 


mends for this groundleſs cenſure. The 
marquiſs de Neſmond did upon this 
occaſion, give ſuch public and au- 
n — of my conduct in 

this 


/ < 


— 7 "7 2 > a. > *S 
— — 


2 _ Þ-. gn EG oetie. 2. —— 
> ——D— 2 > — — > 3 he 
2 — — of ˙ ABR GIO. S Rec ei. a. ov — LA — _ F 


— —— IF 


56 ME MOI TY of 


this action, that T had all the reaſon 
in the world to be fatisfied. 
The king continued me in the com- 
mand of his ſhip the Francois, and 
Monſ. Beaubriand in that of his fri- 
gate the Fortunate, with intention to 
ſend us out againſt the Dutch whale- 
fiſhers on the coaſts of Spitæ- bergen. 
We failed out in company together 
from Port-Lonzs, where we had clean- 
ed our ſhips, and ſhaped our courſe for 
the latitude we were bound to; but 
we were ſo croſſed by winds, that we 
were obliged to go and water at the 
iſles of Fero; after which, the ſeaſon 
being too far advanced for us to go ſo 
far as Sitæ- bergen, we ſtayed and cruiſ- 
| edoff the Orkneys; and at length diſ- 
heartened at not meeting with any 
ſhip of the enemy's, we ſteered away 
for the coaſts of Ireland, there to make 
an end of the remainder of our provi- 
3 
This ae and fruitleſs cruiſe 
for three months together, had quite 
| caſt n the oficers and men of both 
| our 


M. du Gué-Trouin. 57 


our ſhips: I alone cheared them up by 
a ſecret forboding of ſome good in ſtore 
for us, which poſſeſſing me ſtrongly, 
gave me an air of content in the midſt of 
an univerſal ſadneſs. The joy and hope 
TI endeavoured to infpire them with, 
and the poſitive aſſurance I gave them 
of ſome happy adventure at hand, were 
juſtified by our meeting with three 
homeward-bound Engliſh Eaſt- ludia 
Men off the Blaſques, who were very 
conſiderable for their force, but much 
more for their riches. The comma- 
dore, called the Defence, had ports for 
7a guns, and mounted 58: the ſe- 
cC.ioond ſhip, called the Reſulutiun, had 
68 ports, and 56 guns mounted: the 
third, whoſe name does not occur to me, 
had 40 guns mounted. Theſe ſhips 
lay by for us in a line. The Fortunate 
ranged along- ſide of the Eugliſb com- 
madore, and gave him her broad-fide, 
and; paſting on to the ſecond ſhip, at- 
tacked and ſtack by her. I followed 
the Fortunate with my bow-fprit-end 
over her taffarel, and as ſoon as ſhe ſhot 
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** of the commadore, TI fou ght him 
and took him. I then ſood towards 
the third ſhip, who was endeayouring 
to get away from us, and who defend- 
ed herſelf afterwards with a good deal 
of obſtinacy: indeed I was afraid of 
bringing her maſts about her cars, or 
even of boarding her; becauſe of the 
great plunder. — I foreſaw una- 
voidable. In the end we ſecured and 
fitted theſe three prizes in ſuch a 
manner; as to be able to defend them- 
ſelves in caſe of need, and fo convoyed 
them to Port-Lois. The riches of | 
theſe three ſhips yielded tolerable pro- 
fit, notwithſtanding: all the plunder. |} 
After this expedition, an inclination 
3 me of going to Paris, there to 
make myſelf known to the admiral 
and to the miniſter for naval- affairs, but 
chiefly to have the ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing at leiſure the perſon of the late 
king, for whom from my infancy 
Thad felt within myſelf a great ſund 
of love and veneration. The chan- 


- cellor Monſ. de Pontchartrain did 
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me the favour to preſent me to his 
majeſty, and my admiration redoubled 
at the ſight of that great monarch, 
who deigned to ſeem contented with 
my weak ſervices, andI withdrew from 
his cloſet, with a heart quite charmed 
at the mildneſs and grandeur, which 
| ſhone in all his words and minuteſt 
actions. The defire I had, of making 
myſelf worthy of his favour, became 
henceforward more ardent. It was a 
pretty great misfortune for me, that the 
occaſions of ſignalizing my increaſe of 
zeal, did not preſent themſelves at that 
inſtant; for they would have prevent- 
ed me from giving myfelf up, as 1 
did, to my unbridled paſſion for wo- 
men, and from running again into my 
old courſe of libertiniſm. At length, 
growing weary of ſo ſhameful a life, 
J took a ſudden reſolution of tearing 
myſelf away from Paris, and of re- 
pairing to Port-Louis, there to fit 
out my Engliſb prize, the Nonſuch; 
but, inſtead of 50 guns, as ſhe had be- 
fore, I mounted only 42, that ſne might 
| be 
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de ſo much the dee ehen and 


nimble.” 
This hip Tiet fail with, we) Meer 
ing for the coaſts of Shain, I was in- | 
formed by ſome neutral ſhips I fpoke | 
with, that three Dutehmen lay in the | 
harbour of Vigo, in expectation of a 
Man of War, who was to take them 
in her way, and convoy them to Lisbon. 
I ruminated upon this advice, and form- 
ed a deſign of circumventing them: 
in effect, T ſhewed myſelf to them, 
one morning under Eugliſb colours, 
with my courſes clewed up, my to 
lant-ſheets fly ing, and with an Engliſh f 
1 at my mizen- pee k, juſt as Thad for- 
merly obſerved to have been practiſed 
by the Engliſh in caſes of a like nature. 
My ſhip being Exgliſb built, forwarded 
the — my ſtratagem, inſomuch, 
that two of the three Dutch ſhips, de- 
ceived by theſe falſe appearances, 
weighed their anchors, and came out to 
put themſelves under my convoy; and 
the third had infallibly done the fame, 
could the have poſſibly purchaſed her 


Al- 
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anchor in time. Theſe ſhips were 
laden with large maſts, and other valu- 
able commodities. 

As I was ſteering with theſe prizes 
for the firſt port in France, I, at break 
of day, diſcerned the enemy's grand 
fleet about 3 leagues to wind ward of us. 
In this dangerous ſituation I loſt no 
time in conduding upon what to do; 
and ordered my two prizes to ſhew their 
Dutah colours, and ſalute me with 
7 guns each, and then bear away be- 
fore the wind: Aſter that, relying. on 
the goodneſs. and make of my ſhip, E 
ſtood for the fleet with as much vont 
dence as if I had really belonged to 
them, and after 3 with fin 
ſtrange veſſels was now _— to 
the body of the fleet. 

At — large ſhips and a ie 
guns, ſtretched ahead of the 

e 15 in order to take a; view of 
me the two Men of War deceived 
by my way of working, immediately 
ſhortened fail, and fell each into her. 
ſtation in the fleet: : only 1 frigate 

G hurried 
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| hurried on by an unlucky impulſe, was 
reſolved to ſpeak with my two prizes, 
and made after them while 1 Tlailed 
along with the groſs of the fleet as 
quietly as if I had been one of their 
number. But I was driven to deſpair 
when I ſaw my two prizes ready to 
fall under the power of this frigate, 
and having obſerved that I ſailed much 
better than the ſhips neareſt to me, 1 
fell off a little from the wind to get in- 
ſenſibly a-head of them, and then on 
a ſudden clapt on all my Gil to get be- | 
_ tween my Y Prizes and As frigate that 
chaſed them: this I did ſoon'enough | 
to obſtruct her way and fight her, which 
I did in fight of the whole fleet, nay, 
I had even carried her had it been poſſi- 
ble for me to have boarded her; but 
the. captain of her 'altho' he had hoiſed 
out his pinnace to ſend her on board of 
me, had yet a miſtruſt, and wit enouglii 
to keep his wind, and afterwards tack- 
ed under the fire of my great guns 
and ſmall arms to ſtem with ſeveral 
* «ws who that __ ſtood . | 
0 
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of the fleet to reſeue her. Their 
approach obliged me to leave this fri- 
gate, whom I had handled fo roughly 
that ſhe put hierfelf upon the careen, 
with a red flag in her ſhronds, and fired 
guns from time to time. This earneſt 
ſignal of diſtreſs drew the ſhips which 
were neareſt to her aſſiſtance, at the 
ſame time they took up her pinnace, 
which after ſhe had put off from the 
frigate to come on board of us, diſcover- 
ed what we were; and, unable to fetch 
her own ſhip daring the engagement, 
rowed with her head towards the fleet. 
Theſe favourable circumſtances gave 
me time to rejoin. my prizes towards 
the dusk of the evening, and I carried 
them into Port-Louts. 

After I had thus ſecured theſe prizes, 
L went to expend the reſt of my provi- 
ſion in the chops of the channel, where 
I met with a Fluſbinger, returning from 
Curacoa. I made myſelf maſter of 


her and carried her into the harbour of 


_ where I cleaned wy 9 up. 
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fr gate of 16 pans, and gave the com- 
mand of her to one of my younger 
brothers, Wh „ had mare than once 
c given me inſtances of vapacit 
vehis years. We failed out together 

and cruiſed upon the coaſt of Spain. 
Me had conſumed the greateſt part of 
our proviſion” and had met with no- 
thing; and as we began to fall ſhort of 
water, I thought it adviſable to try if 
we could not water near V; 70, where 
we might, perhaps, at the ſame time 
make ſeme capture. With this thought 


we went and anchored between the har- 


bour and the iſland of Bayona, and, 
meeting with no ſhip there, we looked 
out ſor ſome place to water at. To this 

purpoſe my brother and I embarked 
in my pinnace with ſome volunteers, 
and obteryed a cove on the lar-board 
fide going in, from whence a ſtream 
ſeemed to iſſue, and we advanced to- 
wards it to view it nearer hand; but 
in ſo doing we were ſaluted by ſeveral 


muſquet-ſhot, which were hred at us 


from 


* 


nme I fitted out a ſmall 


far a- 


* 
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from retrenchments which ran along 
the ſhore-ſide. My firſt thought was 
that we ought to return on board, and 
not_expoſe ourſelves raſhly: however, 
as I had left orders to ſend us a rein- 
forcement in our long-boat, i in caſe of 
need; my brother, a young man ardent 
in his purſuits of honour, repreſented 
to me that it would be a ſhame for us 
to retreat for a parcel of wretched pea- 

ſants, who would be unable to withſtand 
us; that we ought to puſtron and attack 
them, and at the fame time make a ſignal 


to our ſhips for help. I muſt confeſs that 


ill judged ſhame and a ridiculous point 
of honour overſwayed my reluctance 
for this counſel upon this occaſion. I 
landed, and was followed by about 20 
young men who came with us in the 
pinnace: we, ſword in hand, forced the 

retrenchments from whence they had 
fired at us, and, e out the guard 

that kept them, poſſeſſed ourſelves 


thereof, to wait for ſuccour from our 


ſhips. They without delay ſent us 
150 men well armed. Of theſe I left 
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20 to guard the retrenchments, which 


We fortified with the {tones which bal- 


laſted our boats, to ſecure ourſelyes a 


retreat. I gave che command of 50 o- 


thers to my brother, whom T ordered to 
St behind a large village where we ſaw 

e Spaniſh militia rendevouſing, de- 

ning myſelf to attack them in | front 
with the 0 men that remained with 
me. In this order I advanced by beat 
of drum, to the place where T expected 
to be the moſt warmly reſiſted. My 


brother, who burned with a deſire of 


6 Minguiſhing himſelf, haſtened on his 
march, and, franſported by the heat of 
ub courage, attacked the retrenchments 
n the backſide of the town, before I 


begin” my ; aſſault in the front, and 
ſtormed Bis | part at the head of his 


company. "His yalour proved fatal to 
him: in getting over the firſt encloſure 


he received a mortal wound by a muſ- 


quet-ball, which went thro' his breaft. 


L alſaulted alſo on my fide, and, having 


forced the retrenchments, was minding 


__ that my — Save quarter to the 


7 of ie, 


Spaniards, who had thrown down their 
arms, when I received the forrowful 
news of my brother's death. It would 
be a moſt difficult matter for me to ex- 
preſs here, how deeply 1 was afflicted 
by it. This unfortunate brother was | 
dearer to me for his intrepidity, and 
for his amiable qualities, than for the 
ties of blood which united us together. 
I ſtood ſtock ſtill, but ſuddenly break- 
ing out into rage, I ran like a mad- 
man upon ſuch of the enemy who had 
not yet ſubmitted, and facrificed many 
of them to my reſentment. In the 
mean time my people fell to plunder- 
ing the place: but a troop of horſe ſnew- 
ing themſelves upon an eminence, I 
recollected myſelf, and rallying my 
men again pretty read 92 I ran towards 
my brother whom I found lying on 
the ground, and weltring in his own 
blood, which a ſurgeon endeayoured 
to ſtop. So melancholy a fight drew 
tears from me, I embraced him, but 
could not ſpeak one word to him, and 
had him carried immediately on * 8 
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of my ſhip, whither I went along with 
him, Wis able to leave him in ſo ſor- 
rowfuI a condition. At the ſame time 
I ordered my officers to bring off all 
the people, and gave it in charge to 
one of my couſi in-germans, Who was 
alſo my firſt lieutenant, to cover them, 
and e their retreat, Which was 
made without any confuſion, and with 
very little loſs. _ 
Muy brother lived but two days after- 
j 1 and breathed his laſt in my arms, 
with very good ſentiments of religion, 
and an heroic fortitude, - Tenderneſs 
and forrow inſpired me with eloquence 
to exhort him in his laſt moments, and 
I ftaid by him under extreme trouble 
of mind. I ordered our anchors up, 
that we might 2 5 his corps to Viana, 
a place upon the frontiers of Portugal, 
where I paid the laſt duties to him, 
with all the marks of honour due to 
his valour and merit, which certainly 


were uncommon. All the nobility of 


iy e allied! at his funeral, 
Se and 
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and ſeemed to be concerned at the loſs 
of ſo ſightly and ſo valorous a youth. 
This melancholy buſineſs being over, 
I retook the ſea to make an end of 
my proviſions, and, meeting with a 
Dutchman bound from Curacao, I 
came up with her, took her, and car- 
ried her into Breſt. I laid up my two 
ſhips, having my mind perpetually diſ- 
turbed with the thought of my brother's 
expiring in my arms, which every 
night made me ſtart out of my fleep, 
and for a long time afterwards did not 

allow me a moment's reſt. i} 
Six months afterwards Monſ. des 
Clonſeaux, Intendant of the navy at 
Breſt, who had a greater yalue for me 
than I deſerved, re-engaged me by his 
_ earneſt ſollicitations to aſſume the 
cominand of three ſhips, which he 
wanted to ſend out to meet the Billua 
fleet; vis. the St. James Victory of 
48 guns, the Nonſuch of 42, and the 
frigate Leonora of 16. I went on 
board the firſt of theſe ſhips, and gave 
the command of the ſecond to a rela- 
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tion of mine, M. Bauc her, who "wy 
been my ſecond captain, and whoſe 
worth and er a Was. no ſtran- 
* too. 

Eight Saws after our 3 n 
Breſt I made the fleet we looked for, 


convoyed by three Dutchmen of War 


under the command of the Baron 4 
Waſſenaer, (vig.) the Delft and the 
Houſtardie, both of 54 guns, and the 
third of 38. A ſtiff gale obliged me 
to keep them company only ſor two 
days, at the end of which I was upon 
the point of venturing a battle, when 


I happily diſcovered two frigates of | 


St. Malo, the one of 3o guns, called 
the Black Eagle, commanded by M. 

de Beliſie Pepin, and the other of 38 
guns, called Ja Fakvere, commanded 


= by M. Deſaudrais au Freſne. _ Ne 


held council together, and diſpoſed of 
ourſelves for the e after the fol- 
lowing manner. 

The enemy's three Men of War lay 
by to the windward of their fleet, 
the Delft commanding in the n. 
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with the Houſtardie a- ſtern, and the 
third ſhip a-head of her: I was to give 
the Houſtardie my broadſide, as I 


paſſed by her, and ſtretching a-head of 


Her to board the commadore. The 
Nonſuch was to rapple the Houſtar- 
de fue ſoon as 2 paſſed by her, 
and the frigates the 2 . l and 
ja Fatvere were to fall to work on the 
third Man of Mar, which when they 
had effected they were to ſtand for the 
body of the fleet: as for the frigate 
Leonora, ſhe was ordered to ſtretch 

towards the Merchantmen. 
In this order we came up with the 


enemy, and as I was going to range 


under the lee of the Houſtardie, ſhe 


filled her head-ſails, and let fall her 
fore-ſail. This unforeſeen change of 


poſture, wrought a change alſo in our 
diſpoſition; for being now becalmed 
by the ſails of this ſhip, it was impoſſi- 
ble for me to ſhoot a-head'of her to 
board the commadore; and at the ſame 
time wearing round upon me with: in- 
tent to bring me between two fires, 
| «Tn | I 
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Las under a neoeſſity of boarding the 
Houſtardie.. The captain of the Non- 
wo followed me eloſe, reſolved 


at once to cut ſhort the commadores 


moſt admirable conduct. The Black 
Eagle and la Fakvere at the ſame 


ttime attacked the third ſhip, and the 
e midſt of the 


The Delft and the Ebaſlardie were 


fleet. 


boarded with equal bravery, but with 


very different ſucceſs; on board of this 


laſt T entered the half of my officers, 


and 120 of my beſt men, who carried 


ber; and inſtantly putting off from her, 
I ran in all haſte to ſuccour the Non- 

ſuch; who lay grappled to the com- 
madore, from whom ſhe endured a ter- 
ible fire; and I came up with them juſt 
as my conſort's poop was blown up 


into the air, by means of a cannon- 
ball, which took ſome boxes full of 


cartridges: by this accident 80 men 
were either cruſhed to death or toſſed 


into - 


into the ſea, and the fire being ready 
to ſpread downwards towards her pow- 
der-room, I, in a prodigious fright, ex- _ 
pected the moment ſhe was to: periſh, 
In the midſt of this extraordinary dan- 
ger M. Baucher, captain of the Non- 
ſuch, had preſence of mind and calm- 
neſs enough to cut away his grapplins, 
and put off from the enemy.  Proyok- 
ed at this cruel diſappointment, and 
dreading the loſs of this brave relation, 
which I thought una voidable, I adyan- 
ced to fill his place, and to take re- 
venge for him: I therefore boarded the 
enemy, but it was a very bloody buſineſs, 
thro' the briskneſs of our mutual fire, 
and thro' the courage of the Baron de 
Maſſenaer, who received me with a- 
ſtoniſhing fury. The braveſt of my 
officers and people were four times re- 
pulſed, and there fell ſo great a num- 

ber of them, that notwithſtanding my 
indignation, and all my endeayours, I 
was forced to put off, to give breath 
and courage to my diſheartened men, 
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| 4 to repair ourdamages, v 
very conſiderable. ) 


1 ich Were 


In this interval the Black Z FI 1 . 


2 Falvere. took the Hire Man of 
| of me, 9 1 —— M. Del; Ul 
Freſue, the captain of her, to make to- 


bake: oh 


Wards the Delft, to keep her in play, 


thereby to give me time to return 


to the charge. He did ſo, and was 
unfortunately killed at. the very firſt of 
the onſet: this freſn — — 
raiſed a confuſion in that fri Sate, who 
brought to and waited for me. Afflict- 
ed at the death of this — man, I 


called out to the Sieur Langatlerie, 


His ſecond, and bid him follow me to 
take vengeance- for him. In effect 1 


returned headlong to board this for- 
midable baron, elyed to carry him 


or periſh in the attempt. This laſt at- 


| — was 1o ſmart and fo bloody, that 


all the officers of this commadore were 


either killed or wounded, as he him- 
elf was very 


and fell down m__ his quarter deck, 


angerouſly in four places, 


ee 
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where he was taken with his ſword in 
his hand. The Falvere had a ſhare in 
this victory, by boarding and throw- 
N a ſupply of 40 men into me. 
Above half my ſhip's company pe- 
riſhed upon this occaſion, I here loſt 
a couſin-german, who was one of my 
lieutenants, and two other relations in 
the Nonſuch, without reckoning ſever- 
al other officers wounded.” This fight 
was ſucceeded; by a ſtorm, and by a 
moſt frightſul night which parted us 
from eadh other: my ſhip, who had re- 
ceived ſeveral ſhot between wind and. 
water, and had looſened' her ſeams 
by the ſhock of repeated . boardings, 
was ready to founder: T had but a 
young officer and 55 of the moſt in- 
different! hands in all my ſhip's com- 
pany left, and had above 500 Duteb- 
men to take care of, who were ſet to 
pump and bale the water out of us 
fore and aft. Thus were this officer 
and I obliged to ſtand continually over 
them with ſword and piſtol to keep 
them under. Notwithſtanding all our 
. Ws 


= ae as ſhe ſunk down: but as in 
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endeayours, ordinary and extraordinary, 
the water gained upon us, and I was 
reduced to the neceſſity of toſſing 
my upper tier of guns and thoſe of 
my quarter-deck, overboard, together 
with my ſhot, iron-crows, and even a 


ſpare yard, and my hen-coops. At 


length our diſtreſs was ſuch, that the 


water daſned up between decks from 
the hold, every time the ſhip fetched a 


rowl. ' In the midſt of this danger no- 


: thing affected me more ſtrongly, than 


to fee 8o wounded men endeavouring 
to eſcape the water, by crawling along 


upon chic hands and feet, with bit- | 
der groans, whilſt I had it not in my 


power to adminiſter the leaſt comfort 
to them. At length, death incompaſ- 
ling us on all _— 1 relolyed to Reer 
knew could not be far Ho Saks that 
we might at leaſt periſh nearer to the 


land; with this only hope, that ſome 


one or other might ſave himſelf upon 
ſomething that might float from the 


ſteer- 
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ſteering this courſe, our larboard- ſide 
lay to the wind, Wich ſide of us had 
ſuffered moſt in boarding and by the 
enemy's fire, it happened, that the ſnip 


| ſtooping to ſtarboard, ſeveral of the 


leaks on the oppoſite i de were out of 
the water, fo that it did not pour into 
us ſo faſt as before, which we perceiv- 
ing, redoubled our labour, and freed: 


our ſhip of two foot of water! While 
we were intent upon this; the look-outs 
on the. bow-ſprit end; cried out, that 


they heard che 2a break upon the rooks, 


and that we ſhould be amongſt them, We 
if we did not immediately come upon 


the other tack. It is natural to fly 


that danger which preſſes the hardeſt : 
pon us, to prolong life; therefore we. 


ſtood off upon the other tack,” and in 


leſs than half an hour our ſhip was as 


full of water as before; thrice we tack= 
ed; and thrice our. leak increaſed and 
decreaſed before day. As ſoon as day 
appeared we ſaw we were between the 
Hand of Groue, and the Coaſt of 


B rittany upon which I directiy or- 
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38 


dered a red flag to be ſpread in our 


main ſhrouds, and fired guns at prop- 


2 diſtances, to draw a ſpeedy aſſiſtance 
to us. Happily for us the wind was 
pretty much dullered, and a number 
ol boats coming off to us, they reliev- 
ed our people Who were quite ſpent, 
and carried us into Port-Louis. By 


good luck the three Dutchmen 


Far, with 12 Merchautmen of their 


fleet, arrived there the ſame day, as 
alſo the frigates, the Black Eagle, 2 


5 Falvere 8 the Leonora. The Non- 
ſuch; came into the ſame Port the 


day after, having been twenty times 
upon the brink of getenefipn by fire, 


_ and by water. 


One of 855 Pall cares was to enquire 


7 the Baron de Waſenaer, whom 1 


knew to have been grievouſly wound- 


{+ I was told, that he had been car- 


ried aſhore to Fort- Louis; ; Wherefore 


Il went in haſte thither to 8, 5 him my 
3 purſe, and all the other aſſiſtance in 


my power. This generous warrior, 
ee brayery had owed. me with 
W315; 5 1 love 
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love and emulation of him, would 


not favour me with accepting of my 


offers: he only returned me a great ma- 


ny thanks, — gave me to underſtand, 
that he ſhould have been much 4 | 
under his misfortune, if he could but 
have been conveyed to my ſhip, where 
he was perſwaded he ſhould have been 


indulged in ſome matters, that were 
denied him by thoſe who made them- 
ſelves maſters of his ſhip. This con- 
ſeſſion of his confounded me, and kind- 
led me ſo warmly againſt the command- 
ing officer, that I reproached him in 
the moſt bitter terms, and mortified 


him in the moſt ſenſible manner, and 


have never been able to look on him 
fince with a favourable eye, notwith- 


ſtanding he was my near relation. In 


truth, he that cannot love and reſpect 


bravery, even in his enemy, has neither 


a heart, nor generoſity. One of my 
greateſt diſappointments throu — 
this aſſair Was, that I could not con- 


vince the valarous Baron de M aſſenaer, 


of the n eſteem and yeneration I 
page Had 
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had for his worth, in ſo f glaring a man- 
ner as L _ have wiſhed. 

Upon the - which - N e 
Comte do — uw; made of this 
action to-the being he Had the good- 
neſd to take me into his ſervice, in 
l quality of captain of a light frigate. 

Senſible of) this favour as much as a 
ſubject could be, who ſo abounded 
With zeal for, and admiration of, his 
Prince, as I did; I would not ſo 
much as wait till my ſhattered veſſels 
were unrigged, and laid up, but went 
immediately to return thanks to the 
king. I Was preſented to him in his 
cloſet by M. de Pontchartrain, and 
there received ſuch tokens of his 
dneſs, and approbation of my ſer- 
vice, as affected me in the more live- 
** manner, as I was attached to that 
King by the ſtrongeſt natural 
25 inolibation, The Baron de Waſſenaer 


bad alſo the honour of ſaluting him, 
when he was cured? of His wounds, 
and for his valour, received from his 
N * of 2 and 

enc- 
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benevolence, ö as wer e perfectly extraor- 
dinary. Certain it is, that no man 
knew better how to ſet a juſt value 
upon merit, or to reward it according- 


Ih he averſion I have always had 


to a courtier's life, was no obſtacle to 
my cloſe attendance upon him; to aſ- 
ſure him of my fidelity and difintereſt- 
edneſs wwaldds him, which his natu- 
tal penetration faw plain enough. 


However, it was not by this means on- 


ly that I expected to merit a continua- 
tion of his favour. I folkened and 
obtained two ſhips from his majeſty 
the Solid and the Bird, wherewith to 
infeſt his enemies, and cruiſe upon the 


Coaſt of England. To this purpoſe 1 


went poſt to Breſt, and in my way en- 
gaged two other ſhips of 36 guns at 
St. Malo. Theſe ſhips ſet fail for 
Breſt, and we were upon the point of 
departing together upon our cruiſe, 

when the king was pleaſed to give 
peace to all Europe, and the procla- 
mation of it obliged me to return into 
the harbour with * ſhips, and lay 
them * Dur- 


. 7 J 
1 * 


© During the «A years- of this peace, 
IL . hg my. winters at Breſt, which 
BR my quarters, and my ſummers: at 
alo, whither, ever after that town 
5 10 6 oy bombarded, by the Engli/h, 
ye king every ſpring ſent a body of 
officers and men belonging to + | 
navy. I every. where carried about 
with me the fame weakneſs in reference 
to women, and the ſame reliſh for all 
ſorts of exerciſe. In the midſt of this 
an. affair happened to me at St. Malo, 


Pak, 6,286 2] * e 24. 8 8 250 


dn en 5 crigin nom che 


me I ant. out al: fea, Ir was a 


6 follows. 


A Gentheman of the fr FOI 
with whom I made my firſt voyage, 
and ho at that time profeſſed great 
friendſhip for me, perceiving at our re- 
turn that I had won ſome money at 
play, took it into his head to ſharp me of 
it; and becauſe that was not an caly 
matter to do, I being well verſed in 
the uſual lights, he thought good to 
—— that I ſhould go with him 

untry-houſe of an * * 
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ther his had, there to divert ourſelves 
with hunting. - I' conſented to his 
propofal, and was received in the 
handſomeſt manner imaginable. The 
reſult of all this civility was to engage 
me to play at picket every night 
with the elder. I had no miſtruſt, and 
did not mind that my affectionate 
friend looked into my hand as he walk- 
ed backwards and forwards, and, by 
ſigns agreed on between them, directed 
his brother in his play: ſo that the 
feigned careſſes of my perfidious com- 
panion, blinded me to that degree, 
that I did not ſuſpect him till I had 
loſt 40 piſtoles L had about me, and 30 
more upon my word. At my depar- 
ture I was obliged to leave lein m 
note for the ſum; but deſired them not 
to ; ſpeak. a word of it, becauſe of ſome 
caution I had to take with regardto'my 
mother, aſſuring them, that at my return 
from my next voyage I would punctu- 
ally pay them. And in truth, not with- 
ſtanding the well- grounded miſtruſt T 
kad af their baſeneſs, I ſhould have 


been 
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been as ae as my ee had they 


not been ungenerous enough to ſum- 


mon my mother before a judge, as ſoon 
as I was embarked, in hopes to make 
her pay my note. Their cauſe was re- 
jected, and their unmanly procedure 
provoked me: and, therefore far 
from paying them, at my return I 
pretended on the contrary to make 
them refund (had it been poſſible) 


the 40 piſtoles they had tricked me 
out of. Thus the affair ſtood, till a con- 


ſiderable time afterwards; when they 
thought proper-to ſummon me before 
the marſhals of France, and, in default 
of appearance, they took out an order 


to arreſt me. This happened when 1 
was at Verſailles, and I went dire&tly ' 
to preſent myſelf to our judges ; and 


gave them ſuch a natural deſcription 
of the evil dealing of thoſe perſons, 


and of ſome of their W which 


I had ſufficient proof of, that wth 


were perſuaded of my injury, 
verely reprimanded my ip, 


— Ba | 
. me to withdraw, and diſ- 
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charged me. Now from that time my 
_ unworthy friend and I had not ſeen 
each other, and I had almoſt forgot 
him, when he came at a time when 1 
leaſt thought of it, to ſet next to me 
at a play, Which was acdted at St. 
Malo. My colour changed, and care- 
fully informing myſelf where he lived, 
TI waited for him in the paſſage, and 
made him draw his ſword, and wound- 
ed him in two places. He kept his 
bed ſix weeks upon it, and this mat- 
ter being tranſacted by lanthorn-light, 
it had no other conſequences than our 
being ſummoned before the governour 
of the place, after my antagoniſt was 
_ cured of his wounds, who forbid us in 
the name of the king, to . our 
R any farther. 
At the end of theſe four years of 
ce, I was nominated to embark on 
725 the Dauphine, as ſecond to the 
Counte de Hautefort, at preſent liente- 
nant - general or vice-admiral, - who 
| commanded her; but the war break- 
ing out, I left bers! to fit out the 
. E*. - Hwy 
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Eing's two frigates, the Bellona and 
the Railleuſe. As there were no other 
mips in Breſt, fit for cruiſers, I was 

- forced to content myſelf with theſe 
Two, . engaging two others of 40 guns, 
to join me at Breſt from St. Malo. 
One of them commanded by M. 
 Poree, who by his actions had acquired 
the character of a very brave and in- 
telligent man, came to me the firſt, 
the other delay ing too much, we fail'd 
out, and cruiſed upon the Ortneys. 
Me there took three Dutch ſhips com- 
ing from Spite- bergen; but the wea- 


ther parting us, two of our prizes were 
Joſt on the coaſt of Scotland. The 


orm abating, and endeavouring to 
join my conſorts, I inſtead of them, 
diſcovered a Dutch Man of War of 38 
guns, who eruiſed to protect the her- 
_ ring-fiſhers. I bore down upon her, 
and heaving out my colours, got my 
_ #prit-fail-yard fore and aft, that 1 
might board her the eaſier. This ſhip 
perceiving herſelf to be as ſtrong as 
me, far from edging away, clewed up 


her 
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her main-fail and fore-fail, and brought 
to with her main-top-ſail to the ma 
and her fore-top-fail full: I ranged up 
under her lee, e as foon as ſhe faw 
my bow-ſprit-end ſtretching along her 
quarter, ſhe ſhivered her main-top- 
fail, let fall } er fore- ail, and ſuddenly 
rounding in the braces of her head- 
Gly ore) ſo faſt upon me, that I could 
not prevent my bow-ſprit-end from 
running into her main-ſhrouds. In 
this diſadvantageous poſture I ſtood all 
the enemy's fire, without: being able 
to anſwer with above two guns for- 
ward, and I had been certainly gone, 
if 1 had not inſtantly ordered all my 
ſhip's company to op on board of 
her. My youngett brother, who was 
my firſt lieutenant, was the firſt that 
entered, killed one of the officers in 
my Geht, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by actions above his years; and this ex- - 
ample of intrepidity, ſo animated the 
reſt of my people, that no- body ſtaid 
with me but one of my pilots, wich the 
cabbin-boys, and the ſteers-men. -: The 
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Dutch captain, and all his officers 
were wounded, and their ſhip taken. 
I had already received two ſhot in my 
lazaretto, four others in my bow-ſprit 
and fore-maſt, and three in my main- 
_ maſt; ſo that all his artillery raking 
1 fore and aft;I was under a neceſſity 
of exerting myſelf, or of 6 
without reſource. 
Our two ſhips were > diſabled by 
this ſhock, that I was obliged to go 
into a harbour of Shetland to refit : we 
were there ſurprized by a violent gale 
of wind, which putting me into the 
utmoſt danger of being loſt at anchor, 
I was forced to get under fail, and 
leave my prize behind me; ſhe failed 
out 4 thence a little while aſter- 
wards, and was caſt away upon the 
coaſt of Scotland.” Again, I took a- 
nother Dutch ſhip ohh foundered, 
and it Was as much as I could do, and 
that with great danger, to fave a part 
of her crew.  / . 
Diſheartned by this 8 "RO 
5 and not meeting , N I MF 
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for the chops of the channel, there to 
cruiſe out the remainder of my pro- 
viſions: but the ſame ftormy weather 
purſued me, and in the night carried 
away my bow-ſprit, fore-maſt, and 
main- top-maſt. This accident ſtruck 
us with the terrors of death, but pro- 
vidence perſerved and enabled me to 
reach the harbour of Breſt, where I 
| laid up my ſhip. _ 

My two conſorts were to the full as 
un eum e, Mr. Poree met with a- 
nother Dutch Man of War, whom he 
attacked briskly, and was going to' 
board her, when a cannon-ball carried 
away his arm: this brave man was at 
the fame time ſo unfortunate, that a 
moment afterwards he was again very 
dangeronſly wounded” in the belly, 
which he miraculouſly furyived. ; 
The Raillenſe, commanded by a re- 
lation of mine, was forced to ſcud a- 
way before the wind, and was carried 
towards Lichon, Where ſhe put in, 
and came to ce without any * h 
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The following year the king grant- 
ed me the Eclatant of 66 guns, the 


Furious of 62, and the Welcome of 30. 


I commanded the firſt, but mounted no 
more than 58 guns in her, and but 56 
in the Furious, to make them the 
lighter. M. Deſinarais Hurpin lieu- 
tenant of the port commanded the laſt 
ſhip. To theſe three ſhips I joined 
two frigates from St. Malo of 3o guns, 

in order to deſtroy the Dutch fiſhery 


: 


upon the coaſt of Spzt2-bergen. 
Theſe two frigates coming to me 
as I lay at Breſt, we ſet fail; and up- 
on advice received, that fifteen Dutch 
Eaſt India Men were coming north 


about, I judged it proper to cruiſe a 


few days off the Orkneys. When we 
had got that length we made fifteen 
fail of ſhips, which we could not well 
diſtinguiſh becauſe it was hazy wea- 
ther. Our expecting the ſame num- 


ber of ſhips from the Eaſt Iudies, 


made us think theſe were them, and 


accordingly we made fail to take a 
nearer view of them; but the weather 
| 1 clearing 
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. clearing up, we ſaw plainly that they 
were a ſquadron of large Dutch Men 
of War, who were cruiſing for thoſe 
we ſought after; wherefore we crowd- 
ed 55 5 them with all the ſail we could 
make. However, there were amongſt 
them, five or ſix ſhips, who being new- 
ly cleaned, ſailed ſo well, contrary to 
cuſtom of the Dutch, that they viſi- 


bly gained upon the Furious and the 
Welcome; but chiefly this laſt was 


upon the point of falling into their 


hands. I could not perſuade myſelf to 
ſee them taken without ſtriking one 


ſtroke, and as my ſhip, the Eclatant, - 


was the beſt of my little ſquadron, 1 
elewed up my courſes, and fell aſtern 
of them to cover them; therein actii 


the part of a good ſhepherd who yen- 
tures his life for his flock. God bleſ- 
ſed my endeavours, and ordered it ſo, 
that the firſt ſhip, of 60 guns, Who 
came and fought me at the diſtance. of 
piſtol-ſhot, was in three or four broad- 


ſides exchanged at yard- arm and yard-, 
arm or very cloſe to each other, unmaſted 
1 2 
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entirely; and as naked as a punt. The 
four ſnips Who were neareſt up with 
the Furious and the Welcome, ftood 


immediately for me, to faccour their 


confort. 1 waited calmly for them, 
and faluted them, one after another, 
with ſome ſhot as they paſſed by, in 


me: in effect they fpent fo much * 
in cannonading 07 me alternately a 


| Saxe my fquadron an oppurtunity of 


getting at a good won from them, 
and even of we light of them n by 
means of a fog 5 aroſe. 


enemy kept pa 1 me as "eo; as 


they could, 2 cannonaded me whilft 


bad me under their guns, but I 
no fooner faw my conſorts out of dan- 
ger than I made all the fail I could and 
_ teft this fquadron in a very little time ; 
and then ſteered after my conſorts, 


and was fo Ha as to rejoin them 
| before night. . P 


The Chevalier 4. Conrſerac; lieu- 


tenant of a Man of Mar, who was my 
end ä alſiſted e both with 


_ his 


| hopes to proyoke them to fall upon 


a 2 
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his hand and head, in this nice and 
perilous affair: we had about 30 men 
killed and wounded; and J cannot but 
fay that of all my actions this has given 
me the greateſt ſatisfaction, and has 
ſeemed to me the moſt likely to win 
me the eſteem of ſuch hearts as are 
truly generous. 

Our meeting thus with the enemy, 
prevented me from cruiſing any longer 
in theſe latitudes, and made me go 
ſtrait for Spitæ- bergen, where we took, 
ranſomed, or burnt, 40 of the whale- 
fiſhermen. The weather being foggy 
made us miſs a great number of others. 


J received advice of 200 of them in 


the port of Groaven-haven, and ſteer- 
ing thither was between the capes of 


the bay, when there aroſe a thick fog, 


which brought on ſo dead a calm, 


that our ſhips, being inſenſible of the 


helm, were horſed by the currents upon 
the north end of the iſland of Voland, 


in 81 degrees of northern latitude, and 


ſo near to an icey coaſt, which ſtretches 
out of ſight, that it was as much as we 


could 
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could do to keep clear of it: at length 


a faint breeze waſted: us to the offing, 
and enabled us to return to the harbour 
_ of Eroven- hauen. Where being ar- 


rived, we found there had been above 


two hundred Duteh ſhips, but were 


moreover told, that during the calm, 


they had been towed away by a 


great number of boats, which the 


wWwuhale-fiſhermen are always well pro- 
Vvided with, and that they had moved 
= under the conyoy of two Men of 
2a 5 | os | 


"= 
* 


The fogs are fo frequent and laſting 
in theſe latitudes, that we were there- 


by led into a great error, which well 
deſerves to be related at length. In 
our ſhips we uſe half-hour glaſles, 


which the man at the helm turns 8 


times to make up the four hours of 


the watch, which being expired, one 
half of the ſhip's company relieves the 
other which has been upon deck. 
Now it is very common for the man 


at the helm to ſhorten his watch by 
turning the glaſs before it is quite run 


out, 
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out, which is called eating of ſand. 


This error, or rather, this miſchievous 


practice, can be rectified by no other 


means than an obſervation, and as 
we had not ſeen the ſun for nine days 
together, and as it was the ſeaſon 
of the year when he only wheels 
round the horizon, whence you have 
no diſtinction between day and night, 
it happened, that the helms-men had 


nine days they had changed the day 
into. night, and the night into day; in- 
ſomuch that every ſhip in the ſquadron 
diſcovered an error of eleven hours at 
leaſt, when the ſun appeared again: 
this had ſo diſconcerted Our hours for 
meals and reſt, chat we generally were 
inclined to ſleep when the victuals 
was ſerved up, and to eat when we 
were retiring to reſt, We took no 
notice of this, till we had been unde- 
ceived by the return of the ſun. 
After we had cruifed two months 
in theſe latitudes, the ſeaſon required 
chat a we ſhould return to France with 
our 


eaten 0 much ſand, that at the end of 
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our prizes. In this long run we had 


frequent and violent gales of wind, 
Which parted ſome of our prizes and 
us; ſome were caſt away, ſome were 


rontaken by the enemy, and we carri- 


ed 15 into the river of Nantes, to- 


gether with an Engliſh ſhip laden with 
. ſugar, which we took on the way; after 
which we returned to ous there to 


7 lay up our ſhips. 
At my return hither, 1 bed 


n leave of the king, to build two ſhips 


of 54 guns each, called the Jaſon and 
the Auguſt, tog ether. with a corvet 
of 8 guns, called ans Ty. I command- 


ad the Jaſon, M. de Marques the Au- 


. * and M. de e ee the 


1 — ſhips einge in a 1 859 I 


failed, and fixed my cruiſing ſtation off 


the iſlands of Scilly, which are much 
frequented by the Engliſh, as they 
are the land their merchant - men 


and fleets generally make. Being ar- 
rTived there I found an Engliſh Guard- 


Le of 72 ck called the Re- 


* 


venge, 
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venge, who came to take a view of me 
within cannon-ſhot: and tho I was. 
three leagues off from my conſorts, 
I nevertheleſs ſtood for this ſhip with 
my ſprit-ſail- yard fore and aft, .intend- _ [| 
ing to board her; on the other hand i 
the enemy ſteered towards the iſland 
of Silly, and I never could come up | 
with her any nearer than piſtol-ſhot ; _ Vi 

we ſailed ſo exactly alike that we fought. 
three hours without loſing or gaining an 
inch upon each other, and ran the Au 
guſt and the Fly out of ſight. But ſtill 
1 purſued her, and fought her ſo brisk- = 
ly, that to avoid my boarding her ſhe 1 
ran into the harbour of Scz/y, and I 14 
was obliged to tac k to rejoin my con- | 
ſorts. qt 
A few days afterwards the Fly, be⸗ i 
ing ſeparated from us in the night, 
was met by this ſame ſhip, the Revenge, 
and taken by her: ſhe had been re- 
inforced by the hands belonging to 
the Falmouth, an Engliſh Man 45 et: 
| War of 54 guns, on purpoſe to find 
out Dy. conſort ane and to fight us, 
wales 
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at leaſt the commander of her boaſted 
as much to the captain of the Fh, 
when he was taken. 

In the mean time, we one night 
made a fleet of 30 fail ſtanding out of 
the channel, and kept ſight of them till 
day-light ſhewed us, that they were 
convoyed by an Engliſb Man of War 
of 54 ny called the Coventry. I 
made the ſignal for the Auguſt to run 
into the 15 ſt of the fleet, and advan- 
ced myſelf towards the Man of Mar 
to boafd her. A little too much heat 
made me ſhoot a-head of her, and 
miſs boarding her the firſt time, but I 
tacked upon her, and carried her in 
leſs than half an hour. T welve other 
Engliſh ſhips of this fleet were taken, 
the reſt eſcaped by the Tayour of the 
night. = 

In carrying all theſe prizes to Breſt, 
we ſaw two large ſhips with a corvet- 
te, who bore down upon us before the 
wind, and brought to about a league 
to windward of us. TI preſently 
knew my — en with the Revenge 


and 
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and the Falmouth. T his ſight raiſed 
my blood, and altho' L was weakened 
in, my ſhip! company, and peſtered 
with io many prizes, I without heſi- 
tation ſet all my ſails to the wind to 
join them, and give them battle. Then, 
far flom making good their boaſt, they 
betook themſelves to a ſhameful flight, 
and we chaſed them, till night coming 
on, it was neceſſary that I ſhould turn 
towards'my prizes, and condu them | 
to Breſt. 

Whilſt I lay here, I obtained a far- 
ther permiſſion from the king, to build 
a frigate of 26 guns, called the Valeur, 

deſigning to beſtow the command of 
her on my young brother, whoſe acti- 
vity and bravery gave me great hopes 
of him. While this frigate was on the 

Rocks, I put out to ſea again with my 
two ſhips, and two frigates of 20 guns 
that joined us. In company with them, 
I took three Engliſh prizes, in ſight 
of the Lizard: I had hoiſed out my 
long boat, manned with two officers and 
60 of my beſt hands, in order to ſecure 
K 2 our 


our prizes, when all on a ſudden two 


large Men of Mar appeared off the 
Cape, and came down upon us at fo 


prodigious a rate, that I had hardly 


time to take a part of my boats-crew 


in again, or to prepare myſelf for a 


fight. I nevertheleſs made the ſignal 


for it, and ſtemmed with the largeſt of 
the two ſhips, called the Rocheſter, of 


© 178 guns, deſigning to board her. The 
enemy perceiving this, and that I was 


within piſtol- ſhot of her, ready to 


come in yard-arm and yard-arm with 
her, let fly her broad-ſide at me, lad- 
en with double round and partridge, 
together with a volley of her ſmall 
arms, all which tore to pieces my head- 
' fails, which being now deſtitute of yard- 


arms, bow-lines and ſheets, flatted to 


the maſt and took me a-ſtays. Whilſt 
I was in this poſture, ſhe had time to 
repeat her broad-ſide, with which ſhe 
raked me fore and aft, and killed and 
_ wounded me a great number of men: 

all my maſts were now diſabled, and 

my main-top-fail-yard being cut in 


two 
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two, unfortunately fell upon my main- 
Jail, and tore. it down ſo on each fide 


that I could not work my ſhip. As 1 


ſoon as we had fallen round. o all L 
could do was to return the cnemy my 
broad- ſide, and put before the wind to 
repair my damages; butin doing this I 


was obliged to range very near to the 


ſecond ſhip, with whom my conſort 
cannonaded far enough off. We ex- 
changed our broad- ſide, and our ſmall 
arms with her as we paſſed by, and 
then kept on with the wind aſt to join 
the Auguſt, that we might return to 
the charge as ſoon as we had got in- 


to ſome order again, I with I could not 


tay, that my conſort far from ſuſtain- 
ing me, or waiting for me, added to 
the canvaſs he had abroad, to avoid 
both me and the enemy's two ſhips. 


Theſe, one on my ſtar- board, the other 


on my lar-board ſide, fought me very 
briskly for above an hour, and J fired at 
them from both my broad-fides. While 
I was in this poſture I would never ſo 


much as {et our {mall fails, not conſent 
K 3 that 
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that they ſhould cut away the long- 
boat, we had in tow, that we might 
not betray any weakneſs in fight of 
the enemy, nor intimidate my con- 
| fort, who did not overflow with cour- 
age upon this occaſion, and who crowd- 
ed all the fail he could to get the faſt- 
er from me. In the mean time, by a 
very particular fayour of proyidence, 
my ſhip without a main-top-ſail or 
ſmall fails, and with a long-boat in 
tow, out-went the Auguſt with all fails 
ſtanding; and at length, having to no 
- purpoſe made my ſignal to ſpeak with 
her, I was obliged to fire one of my 
fore-chaſe, which made her clew up 
her fails. The enemy ſeeing us now 
Joined, put before the wind, and gave 
over the fight, having firſt, each of 
them, fired a broad-ſide at my con- 
ſort; a ſufficent indication of the 
value they had for her conduct. I 
paſs over, as lightly as I can, the in- 
gratitude of this gentleman, whom I 
had fayved but the very year before 
from a ſquadron of Dutch. I ſhould 
| Ts not 
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not even have mentioned it, were I 
not obliged to juſtify myſelf, in that 
I did not take theſe two Engliſh ſhips, 

who ſhould not have eſcaped me, had 
I been tolerably ſupported. The be- 
haviour of the two frigates was not a 
whit more commendable than that of 1 
the Auguſt; far from keeping ſo near 4 
to me, as to have been able to have 
poured any men into me, in oaſe I 
had boarded the enemy, as I intended 

they ſhould, they went off to a diſtance 
with our prizes, to ſee fair play be- 1 
tween us. | Sans en ng Ei 

After this action I haſtened to Breſt, j 
there to caſhire the captain of the 
Auguſt, and to procure the command 
of her for ſome officer of better incli- 1 
nation; but he was ſo powerfully pro- | 
tected by the principal officers there, : 

that I was forced to let him continue 
in his command during the reſt of this 
campaign: wherefore I went out in 
company with the king's fhip, called the 
Proteus, commanded by M. de Roche- 
feuille, a captain of great reputation, 

| | chuſing 
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chuſing rather to act under the orders 
of a gallant man, than to command 
ſuch people, as I could not depend 
upon. We ended this cruiſe in the 
chops of the channel, without doing 
any thing worthy of notice, and came 
back to refit at Breſt. 
The Jaſon and the Auguſt were freſh 
careened there, this laſt commanded 
by the Chevalier de Neſinand; and the 
Valeur being compleated, my young 
brother took on him the command of 
her. We fixed our ſtation on the iſles 
of Scilly, and the coaſt of England; 
and there we fell in with two 25 44% 
Men of War, the Elizabeth of 2 
guns, and the Chatham of 54, 510 
ſteered down upon us to give us bat- 
tle. We ſpared them half the way. 
1 ee og to board the Elizabeth 
on the lar-board ſide, and our broad- 
tides and ſmall arms were diſcharged 
at yard-arm and yard-arm. In the 
height of the ſmoak her fore-top-maſt 
came down, which the great fire of 
both the A prevented me from ſee- 


ing, 


. 
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ing, ſo that I could not ſhorten ſail ſoon 
enough to grapple her, but ſtretched 
a piſtol-ſhot a-head of her much againſt 
my will: the enemy made the beſt 
uſe ſhe could of this accident, and com- 
ing under my ſtern, gave me her ſtar- 
board broad- ſide, which ſhe had not yet 
fired: Icame round upon her at the ſame 
time, and anſwered her with mine, 
and kept her under the continual fire 
of my ſmall arms, and ſteered ſo as not 
to miſs boarding her the ſecond time. 
The captain of the Elizabeth in vain 
endeayoured all he could to avoid me; 
I ſtuck ſo cloſe to him, that he could 
not help being. grappled, and all my 
officers and people being drawn up 
in a readineſs to enter her, her ſhip's 
company took a ſudden fright, ran 
from their quarters, and not daring to 
ſuſtain the charge, her colours were 
ſtruck, aſter a Tight of an hour and a 
ESD 
In the beginning of the engagement, 
the Auguſt and Valeur diſcharged their 
ace des at the two enemies, and 

per- 
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perceiving me wholly intent upon the 


Elizabeth, they went to board the 
_ Chatham, 'but they miſſed their aim; 


= the captain of this laſt ſhip had 


kept fo much to windward of his con- 
fort, as to be able to chuſe whether he 


| would be grappled or no; and the 


more, becauſe his ſhip went better than 


theirs, and conſequently he might 


fight at” what diſtance he pleaſed: 
as ſoon as he ſaw the Eligabeth giv- 
en up, he crowded away to ſave him- 


ſelf. Obſerving this as I lay board- 
and-board with the Elizabeth, and 
Knowing that I by far out- ailed my 
conſorts, I left the prize to their care, 


and chaſed the Chatham myſelf, for I 


knew her to be an excellent ſhip. I 
did my utmoſt to get up with her, 
but never could any nearer than muſ- 


quet-ſhot; for ſhe was ſo lucky as to 


be neither Aale! in her maſts or rig- 
ging by the ſeveral broad- ſides I gave 


ber, and having chaſed, and fought 


her bee we came in eue of che 
on en the 
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the night only made me forbear, that 
I might rejoin my conſorts. 

The next day there aroſe a ſtorm, 
which diſperſed us from each other, 
and put the El;zabeth in great dan- 
ger of being loſt upon the coaſt of 

Brittany. This ftorm being over, I 
joined the El;Sabeth and Auguſt once 
more, and we failed together for Breſt. 
In our way, we ſpied two privateers 
of Fluſhing tolee-ward, who impudent- 
ly lay by for us; Iran down upon them, 
and having out- ſtript my oonſorts about 
two leagues, I got the length of the 
head-moſt of them, who lay braced to 
about muſquet- hot from each other. 
[ thought it would be beſt to give 
this ſhip my broad-ſide, and a volley of 
ſmall arms, as L paſſed by her, ſhe be 
ing the ſtouteſt of the two, having 
40 guns mounted, and called the Ama- 
Son. I was in hopes thereby to have 
diſabled her, in ſome reſpect or other; 
ſo that leaving her to the Au uouſt, 
who was coming up with all the expe- 
dition ſhe could, I might join and take 
max 
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her conſort, who had 36 guns: but 
the firſt being not much diſabled by 
my fire, they both turned tail, the 
one one way, the other another, ſo 
that I was left to my choice which to 
follow. I caſt my eye upon the ſtrong- 
eſt, commanded by a reſolute Corſair, 
who defended himſelf like a lion for 
near two hours: it is true, that during 
the little time I took, in making up 
to his conſort, he had been dextrous 
enough to gain a muſquet- hot to 
windward of me, and fo put it out of 
my power to grapple him: too great 
a confidence had even prevented me 
from making the neceſſary preparati- 
ons to board or be boarded: in the 
mean time, he had the boldneſs to 
edge down upon me in the midſt of 
the fight, and to get his ſprit-ſail- yard 
fore and aft to board me, or make me 
give way. Upon this J ſtopt my fire 
in general, and in haſte diſpatching a 
couple of ſer TORT, to bring up pole- 
axes, cutlaſſes, piſtols and grenadoes, 
1 haled my mizen abroad, and clapt 

ay 
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my helm a- lee to favour his intention 
of boarding me. This when he ſaw, 
it cooled him, and he flew up to the 
wind again; ſo that he only ſtruck 
againſt my cat-head. In this poſture 
I gave him a volley of ſmall arms, and 
a broad- ſide of my great guns, laden 
with partridge. This fire was ſuc- 
ceeded by three others, fo warmly re- 
peated, and as we lay almoſt at yard and 
yard-arm, that all his maſts fell by the 
board, and he was ſhaved as ſmooth as 
a punt. This brave officer did not 
ſubmit 'till the very laſt extremity 

urged him. I often obſerved him, du- 
ring the fight, with his cutlaſs in his 
hand, running upright fore and aft his 
ſhip through a ſtorm of muſquet-balls, 
which tore his hat and his cloaths: 
and indeed it was a real pleaſure to 
me to treat him with all the diſtincti- 
on his great worth.deſerved; I am even 
ſorry I have forgot the name. f this 
couragious perſon, whom I might have 
made known to the public. 


The 
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The Auguſt having for a conſidera- 
ble time chaſed the other privatcer, 
but to no purpoſe, returned to me 
with the Elisabeth, and we all four 
arrived a few days afterward in the 
road of Breſt. 

The Valeur, commanded by my 
young brother, being parted from us 
by the ſtorm, which took us the day 
after we had poſſeſſed ourſelves of the 
Elizabeth, met a privateer of Fluſhing 


alſo, as ſtrong as himſelf in men and 


guns. My brother gave him battle, 


and having brought down one of his 
top-maſts and boarded him, became 

maſter of him after an obſtinate de- 
fence. He was buſied in repairing the 
damages both he and his prize had ſu- 
Rained, when two others of the ene- 
my's privatcers of 36 guns each, allu- 

red thither by the noiſe of guns, came 
thundring down upon him, forced him 
to let go his prize, and chaſed him 
into the harbour of S. 70% de Lis, 
where he took ſhelter. A little while 
aſter, he failed out t from thence, and 


took 
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took a good Engliſh ſhip bound from 
Barbadoes, and laden with ſugar and 
indigo; he was conducting her to Breſt, 
where he reckoned to find me, but in 
his way thither, he had the misfortune 
to meet with another Fluſbinger of 44 
guns, who fell on him, to make him 
quit his prize; but notwithſtanding 
the Valeur's crew was much weaken- 
ed, and ſhe beſides not half ſo ſtrong 
in cannon as her enemy; my brother 
ſtood the aſſault, and was twice ſuc- 
ceſſivelyboarded without moving, and 
behaved with ſo much courage and con- 
duct, that if we believe his ſhip's com- 
pany, he had certainly carried the 
Croſair, if, in the laſt ſhock, he had 
not been mortally wounded by a ball, 
Which tore all his hip. This unfortu- 
nate wound he received juſt as the 
Fluſhingers had left their upper decks, 
and that part of the Valeur's people 
were entering the enemy. This dif- 
mal accident drew them back into thetr 
_ own ſhip again, and was the cauſe that 
they. put off from this ſhip, who did 
HE "Os * dare 
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dare ſo much as to renew the charge, 
or take advantage of the confuſion this 


misfortune had cauſed: ſo that my 
poor brother after having ſecured his 


5 Engliſh prize, came expiring to Breſt. 


J ran on board of him in the utmoſt 
hurry and dejection of mind; and lay- 
ing him upon mattreſſe, carried him 
a ſhore in my own boat, and ſaw that 
he had all poſſible help adminiftred to 
Him. My care and my affection could 
not reſcue him from a mortal wound ; 
he died a few days after, with great 
_ conſtancy and perfect reſignation, 
It was thus that the cruel fates 
patched two brothers from me, one 
after another. The noble ſpirit I had 
obſerved in them both at fo tender an 
age, gave me infinite expectations, and 
| 8 bravery would have been of great 
alliſkance to me in all my enterprizes: 
I loved them tenderly, and was the 
more grieved at the death of this laſt 
as it awakened in my mind the forrow- 
ful remembrance of the firſt, who di- 
ed in my arms; the fad —— 
5 0 
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of this, notwithſtanding the length of 
time, and all the ſuggeſtions of reaſon, 
pierces my heart even to this day. 

At this time 17 large Men of War 
rode before Breſt, under the command 
of the marquiſs de Coetlogon, at that 
time lientenant-general or vice-admi- 

ral, and upon news that the Englifh 
had aſſembled together their Guard de 
_ Coaſts, and of them had formed a ſqua- 
dron of 21 ſail of Men of War, who 
ſtopped up the entrance of the channel, 
this admiral, valorous, and zealous for 
the ſervice of the king, burned with 
a defire to go out and fight them. 
This honourable occaſion Tera . 
my affliction, and made me haſten the 
cleaning of my two ſhips. My acti- 
vity in getting this done, ſoon enabled 
me to offer my ſervice to the marquis 

de Coetlagon: aſſured him that as I 

thought it my duty, ſo it would be a 

very ſenſible pleaſure to me might I 

ſerve under his command, upon an oc- 

caſion wherein I hoped. to make my= 
ſelf worthy of his favour, and that 1 
"II would 
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would wait on him as much, and as 
long as he ſhould judge proper. "Theſe 
offers were received with great tokens 
of eſteem, and acknowledgment, but 
this good diſpoſition was rendered 
fruitleſs, by a council of war which 
Was held on this affair, by the mar- 
ſhal de Chateaurenaud, in which 
the enemy was pronounced to be of 
ſuperior force, and the reſult was, 
that part of the ſquadron ſhould re- 
turn into harbour. This reſolution 
was communicated to me by the mar- 
quiſs de Coetlogon, who ſeemed to be 
much mortified thereat, and F was 
very much ſo thro' the concern I had 
at heart for the glory of his majeſtys 
arms, which certainly would. have 
prevailed upon this occaſion, This I 
ſay by experience, having had the 
misfortune, ſome time afterwards, of 
falling into the midſt of the Eng F 72 
ſquadron. The ſhips that pot 
it, altho' more in number, were inferi- 
or in ſtrength to thoſe under the mar- 
 -quilſs de Coetlagon. It has been 855 
5 te 
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fate of almoſt all the concils that have 
been held in the navy, to reſolve on 
the moſt diſhonourable and moſt diſ- 
advantageous ſide of the queſtion. In 
truth, in all actions of great danger and 
doubtful ſucceſs, it is for the com- 
mander in chief to decide without the 
advice of a council, and to run the 
riſque of his fortune be it good or bad; 
otherwiſe nature who abhors diſtru- 
| tion, ſuggeſts to the counſellors fo 
many plauſible reaſons upon the miſ- 
fortunes to be dreaded, that the me 
rity carries it. 
Jo pals this over, the marquiſs de 
Coet logon, not being his own mafter ſo 
far as to gratify his martial inclina- 
tions, deſired me no longer to delay 
my departure. I failed out with the 
Jaſon and the Auguſt. Two days after 
wards being in the chops of the chan- 
nel, we, in the night ſaw that a ſhip ſtem- 
med with, and paſſed between, us. We 
tack d upon her, and kept cloſe in with 
her; and at day- break Twas within muſ- 
| quet-ſhot to windward and a-ſtern of 


her, 
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her, and the Auguſt was within the 
ſame diſtance and to lee-ward. I pre- 
ſently knew her to be the Chatham 
of 54 guns, who eſcaped from me 
when the E/;zabeth was taken, The 
captain of her knew my ſhip alſo, and 
all at once put before the wind : we | 
did the ſame, and keeping him be- 
tween us, his urgent ſituation obliged 
him to begin the fight with the * 
guſt, who on her part cannonaded him 
ſmartly. The apprehenſion I was un- 
der, Wr this ſhip would get from me 
again, had made me order all my peo- 
ple to lye flat on the deck, that I 
might come up the ſwifter with her, 
and board her at once without ſtand- 
ing to cannonade. I was almoſt at 
the point of putting this in execution, 
When the man at the maſt- head cried 
out that he ſaw ſeveral ſhips mak- 
ing toward us, with all their fail. I 
took my proſpective, and, knowing 
them to be the Engliſb ſquadron, 1 
inſtantly tacked, and made the ſignal 
0 * Cheraler de Neſmond to do the 
ſame; 
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| ſame; but he not being able to diſtin- 
guiſh my ſignal for the ſmoke, it was 


ſome time e' er he minded it As ſoon as 
he perceived it, he tacked and left 


the Chatham in ſuch diſtreſs that ſhe 


was obliged to put herſelf upon the 


careen. We made the beſt of our way 
with all the ſail we could ſpread, but 


this {quadron which conſiſted of the 


beſt ſhips in England, and all freſh 


cleaned, vilibly gained upon my con- 


| fort whom I did not care to forſake, 


and the affair ſeeming to be ſerious, I 


adviſed him to throw his anchors, 
his long- boat, his ſpare-maſts and 


yards overboard, in ſhort, to ſpare no- 
thing to fave the king's. ſhip. 


All this was to no purpoſe, the 


enemy who brought the firſt of the 
wind with them, were, at 5 of the 
clock, within cannon-ſhot of us. I 
now Gi too late, that I could be of 
no aſſiſtance to my conſort againſt ſuch 


a number of ſhips, who each of them 


failed better than him, and that it 
would be madness to loſe two ſhips in- 
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[ſtead of one. With this regard, 1 
made a ſignal to him to keep near to 
the wind, for I had obſerved that to 
be the beſt of his going ; for my part 
IT ſtood away a little larger: my 


thought in this was, that the enemy 
would not divide for fear of the mar- 


quiſs de Coetlagon who might fall upon 
them, and ſo had room to hope that 
one of us might ſave himſelf, and per- 
haps both, if the enemy ſhould keep 
their eye upon the Jaſon alone, who 
was an excellent ſhip. But they 
took ſuch meaſures as quite difcon- 
certed my ſcheme; fix of them were 


ſent aſter the Auguſt, and the remain- 


ing fifteen chaſed me. One of them, 
called the Worceſier, of bo guns, over- 
| haled me at an extreme rate, ſo that 
T had hardly time to prepare myſelf 


for the fight, and to ſee that every one 


Was i In his poſt, before! ſhe came upon 
us. The hurry with which all my 


people prepared for the approaching 


action, had made the gunners of my 


: TOE tier forget to laſh up the ſhip's 
cars 
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oars to the carlings of the upper deck, 


and they threw ſome of them over- 


board. Now my curioſity tempted 


me to ask the name of fo ſurprizing 


a ſhip, and before the fight began I 


hailed her by an interpreter: The 
anſwer I received was followed by a 
general fire of her great guns, and 
ſmall arms given almoſt at yard-arm 


and yard-arm with me. Every one of 


theſe ſhot hulled me, and the ſea be- | 
ing very ſmooth, I ſhould have had a 
great ſlaughter of my people, had 1 


not taken the precaution of making 


them lye flat upon their bellies, officers 
and all, with orders to riſe up on the 
firſt fi onal I ſhould give them, and cry 
out vzve Je roy, and point their guns lei- 


ſurely one after another. This was 


executed ſucceſsfully, I had but two 
men killed and three wounded, and 
with only my firſt fire I killed near 


100 men on board the JWoreeſter : 


this cauſed ſuch a confuſion on board 
of her, that ſhe put” before the wind, 
and did not return again to the charge 


for 8 
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for three quarters of an hour ; but as 
ſhe was ſuſtained by ſeveral other ſhips, 
witneſſes of her . ſhe continu- 
ed to cannonade me upon my quarter, 
without ever daring to come along 
my ſide again. During this it fell calm, 


and the enemy after having har- | 


raſſed me till midnight, ſurrounded 
me on all ſides and left me to reſt: 
they thought it impoſſible I ſhould get 
clear of them, and that at day-break 
they ſhould take me with more calc, 
and: leſs danger. I myſelf was ſo 
throughly convinced of this, that 1 
called together all my officers, and de- 
clared to them, That not ſeeing by what 
means we were to ſave the King's ſhip, 
it would be very neceſſary to maintain 
the honour of his arms to the laſt ex- 
tremity; that our beſt way of proceed: 
ing would be to ſtand the fire, of all 
the ſhips that incloſed us, without re- 
turning a ſhot, and then make boldly 
up to the admiral, and board him ; that 
I myſelf would lay the Jaſon on board 
of him, and that I would periſh rather 
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than ſuffer the king's colours to be 
ſtruck by any other hand than that of 
en „„ 
Mieſſieurs de la Faille, and du 
Bourgneuſgrave, my chief officers, were 
charmed with my reſolution, and all 
unanimouſly declared they would die 
ſooner than forſake me. When I had 
given out my orders in ſuch a manner 
as to make this ſcene as great and as 
glaring as poſſible, I thought I was ea- 
ſier, and would thereſore repoſe my- 
ſelf; but I could not ſnut my eyes, 
and returned again to my quarter- 
deck, where, with a heavy heart, I 
looked upon the ſhips that encom- 
paſſed me about; among the reſt, the 
commander in chief, remarkable for 
the three lights in her ſtern, and ano- 
ther in her main- top. In the midſt 1 
| | of this melancholly occupation, about | 
half an hour before day, I thought I 
perceived the horizon to blacken upon 
my ſtar- board bow, and that the black- 
nels increaſed by little and little; and 
[ 
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therefore concluded that the wind was 
| nM coming 
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evinitlg; fern thar iquarter ; and as 1 
Had dewed up my courſes for the 
calm, I ſet them again without any 
nsiſe, and trimmed the reft of my 
fails ſo as to receive the breeze, which 
F hoped was coming towards us: it 
came indeed, and finding my fails 
in a readineſs to receive it, ſuddenly) 
gave me way. The enemy who ſlept 
in ſurety, and did not mind to take 
the fame precaution, were all taken 
back, and loſt a conſiderable time 
in trimming their fails to ſtand aſter 
me; this gave me a ſtart of them of 
about 'gun-ſhot: from that firſt in- 
tant the wind came on ſtronger and 
Kronger, and my ſhip failing beſt 
in a leading gale, the enemy had no 
longer the fame advantage over me as 
they had before. The Worceſter came 
once more within muſquet-ſhot of me, 
and cannonaded me upon the quarter; 
but I correſponded ſo finartly with her, 
that every broad-ſide made her ſick 
fit. Thus we went on till noon and 
the wind ſtill increaſing, I ſenſibly left 
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the greateſt part of the ſquadron, and 
even the Morreſter — to fall a lit- 


tle a-ſtern of me. It e 


we looked on gurſelves as people ariſ- 
en from the dead, after expecting to 


de buried under the ruins of my poor 


Jaſon. I fell on my knees to return 
1 to God, and held on my way 
for the firſt port in France; for I had 
been obliged to throw all my anchors, 
except one, over-board, together with 
r re yards and top- maſts, that I 

might Ae the king's ſnip. 


be next day this deliverance, 


I faw a Fluſbinger of 20 guns, called 
the Peacock, and chaſed. her till we 


came in Gght of. Belle- Iſie, took her, 
and carried her to Pori- Louis. I there i 


found three others of the king's ſhips at 

anchor under the iſland of Groue, viz. 
the Eligabeth my prize, the Achilles 
and the Faithful, under the command 


of M. de Riberté, who only waited 


for a fair wind to carry him to Breft. 


I took care to- furniſh myſelf with a 


| beſt bower- anchor, and a ſpare: top- 
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maſt at Port- Louis, and as J had giy- 
en a rendezvous to the Chevailer 
de Neſmond, in caſe we ſhould eſcape 
the enemy's ſquadron, I thought it 
my duty, not to leave one of the 
king's ſhips any longer expoſed to the 
2 ww of the Engliſh, and the rather 
uſe ſhe did not go well, and that 
their cruiſers) had got the way of 
Hiling two or three at leaſt in com- 
pany. However, ſome who did not 
with me well, taxed me with fool- 
hardineſs, and blamed me highly, for 
putting out to ſea again, with a ſhip 
15 ſhattered as the Jaſon: indeed her 
upper works were pretty much out of 
Tepair, and her poop was all open; 
but on the other hand ſhe did not leak | 
much, and her maſts were well enough; 
ſo that her poop's being open could 
only be an inconvenience to me who 
always Preferred my dut y to 1 con- 
venience. 
I failed out with the thane king $ 
Mi ips that were bound for Breſt, and 


Nene with them: off Penmarrk, I 
Went 
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went ſtrait to my rendezvous. I there 
cruiſed a fortnight, but ſaw nothing of 
the Auguſt, which I did by no means 
approve of; but inſtead of her I met 
a Fluſhinger, the Amazon, whom I 
took a little while before, and was 
now fitted out by one of my friends 
to join me. Being in company we 
took two ſhips from Curaco, one of 
which ſhe carried fo St. Malo, and F 
the other to Breſt. When I arrived 
there, I heard that the Auguſt was 
taken, of which misfortune here fol- 
wu fe particles... LEED 
I have obſerved before, that the Au- 
guſt, after having obeyed the fignal 
for her to Keep near the wind, Was 
chaſed by fix ſhips, detached from the 
Engliſh ſquadron. One of them came 
up with her and fought her, about the 
ſame time that I was attack cd by the 
Weorcefter. The Chevalier de Neſs 
mond defended himſelf in my fight 
very vigorouſly, and it falling calm, 
he ſhipt his oars which he had kept 
(xe had each of us 30) to get off from 
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for the Straite-mouth, 1 fell in with 
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the enemy; in this he was fayoured 


buy the calm Which laſted all night, 
and at day- break next morning he was 
about 5 leagues diſtant from thoſe who 


had chaſed him; but the wind coming 
on they were up with him againat three 
of the clock the next afternoon, and 
| fought him, one after another, brought 
his maſts by the board, and finally 
took him the next day. 


The Valeur ſhared the ſame fate; 
. me ſailed from Breſt a few days after 


us, under the command of M. de St. 
| Auban, who had orders to Join me 


at an appointed ſtation, but ſhe had 
the misfortune. to fall in the way of 


the Worceſter, who came up with her, 
diſabled her, and took her. 
Theſe two ſhips thus taken, I had 


none but the Jaſon left, all the reſt 
belonging to Breſt were employed by 


the king; and therefore J put to ſea 
again with her only. I firſt took an 


_ Engliſh veſſel in the mouth of the 
river of Lisbon; from thence ſteering 


two 


+ = „ ow hugs k an „ „ oo # 


two Engliſh frigates, the one of 30 
guns, a Warrior, the other of 26, a 
Merchant-Man, and they reliſted me 
three quarters of an hour; but as ſoon 
as they ſaw me on the point of board- 
ing them they ſtruck. As I was car- 


rying theſe ſhips to 8 in the 


latitude of Lisbon, took a ſhip laden 
with powder, for the enemy's forces, 


and finally a fifth off Cape-Finiſter. 1 


carried all theſe prizes into Breſt. 

I he next year I fitted out the Ja- 
ſon, and the F. ae called the 
Peacock, of 20 guns. I conferred the 
command of this laſt upon M. de la 

Faille, who had ſerved under me in 
quality of lieutenant, and ſecond-cap- 
tain, and always with the greateſt 
warmth and fidelity. The Hercules 


alſo, of 54 guns, commanded by M. 
Druis, lieutenant of a Man of Mar, 


had orders from court to join me in 
the road of Breſt : and J received a let- 
ter from the king, who ordered me to 
tarow myſelf into Cadiæ, at that time 
threatned with a ſiege, and to ſerve 

. there 
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i there with m three ſhips, under the 
command my orders of the marquiſs 
de Valdecagnas, captain-general and 
governour of the place. His majeſty 
had been ſo good as to promote me to 
be captain of a Man of War at the 

laſt promotion, which was a freſh in- 
centive, and redoubled my zeal i in his 
ſervice. 


In the mean time the Hercules not- 


coming to Breſt ſo ſoon as expected, 
I failed to Pori-Louis, where ſhe was, 
and in my way met a Fluſbinger, the 
Mzddleburgh, of 36 guns; I attacked 
her, took. her, and carried her into 
Port- Louis. We there found the 
Hercules at anchor under the. iſle of 
Grout, and, after ſeeing the Middle- 
burgh ſaſe into harbour, we all three 
failed away for Cadi. 
When we came into the latitude of 
Lisbon, about 15 leagues in the offing, 
we made a fleet of 200 fail, bound 
from Braſil, and convoyed by 6 


 Portugueze Men of War, from 50 


to 80 3 This fleet took up a 
1 8 5 _ vaſt 


vaſt ſpace of the ſea, but obſerving a 
cluſter of 20 Merchant Men, together 


with one of the Men of War, about 


3 leagues to windward and apart 
from the body of the fleet, I thought 
we might ſpeciouſly enough accoſt 
them under r colours, and 
have time to board 
War and ſome of the Merchant-Men, 
a they could be ſuccoured by the 
8 | £ | 


The Peacock was at this time four 
leagues from us, but the time was too 


precious to wait for her, and it was 
improper to give the enemy any miſ- 


truſt of us, by temporizing any long 


er. I only faid to the captain of 
the Hercules, that we would fall on 


that cluſter of ſhips, and that I would 


board the Man of War, whilit he took 
as many of the Merchant-Men as he 
could. Accordingly, we hove out 
Engliſh colours, and ſtood for the Man 
of War, as ſhe lay braced to a-head of 
us; and at laſt clewing up my courſes, 
and ſhowing my white enſign, ranged 


up 


th the Man of 
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130 "MEMOIRS / 
up under her lee, and gave her my 


broad-ſide. The enemy in a ſurprize 
anſwered me with but five or ſix guns, 
and, the continual fire of my ſmall⸗ 
arms preventing her from filling her 


Head-fails, I had time to tack under 
my top-ſails, and to lay her aboard 


upon the broad-ſide; I was upon the 


Very point of grappling her, when the 
Hercules came up with all her fail, 
under my bow. ſprit, and unneceſſarily 
firing her broad-fide, came ſo near me, 


that, to avoid the danger of coming all 
three foul of each other, I was forced 


to give my ſhip ſtern- way, and after- 


- Wards wear round. Being by this ac- 
eident diſappointed, fo far as to miſs 


laying faſt hold on the enemy, who 


nw” no farther reſiſtance, I thought 
it would not be amiſs to leave her 
to my conſort's care, and the rather 
becauſe I failed 


up faſter with the Merchant - Men. 


Now from the firſt ſhot that paſſed be- 


_ tween the convoy and me, all the 
; Morchant-Mes bore down. * the 


and could come : 
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body of their fleet, and on the othe 
hand, the enemy's Men of War chit 
flying to their relief, infomuch that 1 
was within oun-ſhot of theſe laſt, be- 
fore I came up with one of the Mer- 
ohant- Men: and to crown the matter, 
my conſort, inſtead of boarding the 
ſhip I left to him, and at once enter- 
ing a good parcel of his men to ſecure 
her, amuſed himſelf with fending his 
long-boat on board of her; but the 
enemy, being now recovered from their 
firſt conſternation, fired fome muſquet- 
ſhot into the long-boat, to prevent 
her coming on board: at length M. 

Druis called his boat back again, and 
cannonaded the enemy ſo brisk fly, this 
he cat her maſts in pieces, i much 
that, when he ſent bis boat on board 
again, her fore-maſt came by the 
| board. During this, F was employed 
with keeping the other Po | 
Men of War in play at a diftance, and 
to ſtop their conſe BY provoking them 
all to fall upon At length, judg- 
"s that I had" 2h | given my confort time 
enough 
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132 ME MO 1 8 of. 
enough to ſecure the prize, 1 tacked 


that way, and got ready an hawſer 
to take her immediately in tow : but 


was quite aſtoniſhed, When M. Druis 


told me he had been obliged to quit 
her, ſhe being ready to fink, and that 


it was not without difficulty he, fav- | 


ed his people again out of her. As 
he was telling me this the day began 


to cloſe, and, the other Men 5 W ar 


being within muſquet-ſhot of us, there 
was no applying a remedy to this evil, 
and, I could not help, believing what 
he . 

I kept in with this fleet all night, 


and at day-break I ſaw the ſhip we 
had taken the afternoon before, Who, 


far from being ſunk, had got up ju- 
zy-maſts, and lay in a line with the 
reſt. Upon this I ſent for M. Druis, 


and two of his principal officers to 


come on board of me, to know from 
them whether, in withdrawing their 
people from this ſhip, they had not at 


the ſame time laid hold on the captain 
or ſome one of the officers. M. Druis | 
©: 6: anſwer= 


CI N — ©. _m_ 


M. Du Gué-Trouin. 1 133 


anſwered, that he was in ſuch a hurry 
to ſave. his people, upon ſeeing the 
other Men of War draw ſo near, and 
thro* the impatience he was under to 
come to my aſſiſtance, that he did not 
ſo much as dream of laying hold on 
any priſoners, and the leſs, becauſe 
they aſſured him the ſhip would funk 
in a minute. 
I éunderſtood by his e chat | 
this misfortune aroſe from the Plun- 
der the ſailors had got, and that thoſe 
raſcals, ſeeing the prize unmaſted on 
the one ſide, and her conſorts coming 
up to reſcue her on the other, were 
afraid of falling, together with their 
booty, into the hands of the enemy, 
and to prevent it had cried out, that 
the ſhip was ſmking, and that there 
was no time to be loſt, if they intend- 
ed to ſave them. Upon the whole 
it appearing to me, that M. Druis 
had been impoſed on, I was will 
ing to give him an opportunity to 
make amends for this miſtake by a 
slaring action; and therefore ordered 


him 
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him to board the Portugueze comma- 
dore. I took upon me to cover 
him from the fire of the other ſhips 
whilſt he made this attempt, and told 
him that to ſucceed in it, it would be 
beſt for his people to lye along upon 
their bellies, and not fire a ſingle ſhot 


till his grapplings were thrown fore 


and aft on board the enemy, adviſing 
him to name half of his officers, a 
third of his ſmall arms, and two men 
from each gun to enter the enemy, ſo 
that every poſt might, nevertheleſs, 
be tolerably well manned: farther- 
more I told him, that I would order 
M. de la Faille, in the Peacock, to 
lay him on board, as foon as he ſaw 
him grappled to the'Portugueze com- 
madore, and throw all his people into 
him, to ſupply the want of thoſe who 
ſhould enter the enemy, and by that 
means put him into a capacity of fight- 
ing as before; in fine, that if all theſe 
precautions were obſerved, I'was mo- 
rally certain, he muſt carry that great 
- hip, who was peſtered with goods be- 


tween 
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tween decks, and whoſe crew made 
up of different nations was but little 
inured to war. At the ſame time I, 

made it appear to M. Druis, that if 1 
did not take this task upon myſelf, 
it was becauſe the part I was to act in 
covering him, was not only the moſt 
difficult of the two, but alſo the moſt 

dangerous, but that I reckoned he 
would do me the ſame ſervice, as ſoon 
as he had maſtered his antagoniſt, and 
that he would cover me, when J, in 
my turn, ſhould board ſome others. 
All theſe precautions being taken, 
and the neceſſary orders given out, 
we bore down upon the Portugneze 

Men of Mar, who waited for us in a 
line, to windward of their fleet. We 
ſtood their firſt broad-ſides without re- 
turning a ſhot, and M. Druzs boarded 

the commadore, of 80 guns, with all 
the boldneſs and bravery imaginable, 
and threw his grapplings into her, and 
poured his whole broad-ſide, charged 
with double and round, into her hull, 
which together with his ſmall arms, 
St „ and 
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136 ME MO IAS of 
and grenadoes, threw death and terror 
into this great ſhip: it is certain ſhe | 
had been taken, if M. Druzs's s kill 
had been equal to his intrepidity; but 
the commadore had filled her head- 
fails, ſet her ſprit-ſail and her fore-ſail, 
and put her helm a-weather juſt before 
ſhe was grappled. So theſe two ſhips 
thus laſhed together, and both under 
way, the laſhings or grapplings broke, 

and the ſhips were clear of each other 
before there was time enough to ex- 
ecute this deſign. I was a piſtol-ſhot 
to lee-ward, and called out to them as 
loud as I could to brace about their 
fails, but in the hurry and confuſion 
of ſuch an attempt, I was not heafd; 
Beſides, T had my hands full with the 
-commadore's two ſeconds, who did not 
ſpare me. In the mean time, per- 
beiving that my conſort had been diſ- 
appointed, and that the great ſhip was 
in ſuell diſorder that The hardly fired 
any more, I endeavoured to board her 
but without ſucceſs, being a little too 
much under her lee. On the _ * 

2 | & 
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ſide M. de 1a Jaille, who held himſelf 
in readineſs to pour his ſhip's.com- 
pany into the Hercules, obſerving 
. that the enemy had got looſe, kept his 
wind, and ſteered as clear as he could 
of the enemy's ſhips, the leaſt of 


whom was infinitely an over- match 
for Hmm. 


The Hercules a: Aifabled ſtood 
off to recover herſelf, which as ſhe 
was doing, ſhe received the broad- 
ſides of the two ſhips, which did her 
more damage, than ſhe had ſuſtained 
by boarding the commadore. In this 
poſture was T left, in the midſt of the 
enemy; my fails and rigging were cut 
= tore in pieces, and the wind fall- 
, my ſhip would hardly ſteer: but 
Jackily for me the Portugue ge were 
as unactive as myſelf, under all theſe 
diſadvantages, being very heavy ſhips. 
One of them was not able to put a- 
bout ſo as to ſtand after the reſt, and 
lay muzzled a good diſtance from her 
conſorts. I contrived to bring my 
head round towards her, by the help 
| N 3 of 
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ef my dars, with deſign to fetch to 
"windward of her, and board her; but 


my ſhip was in ſuch a trim, chat it 


Was impoſſible for me to range nearer 
than piſtol- hot to lee-ward of her; 

and as T had a great number of killed 
and wounded, and my ſhip had been 
roughly handled, I gave — my broad- 
-fide as I paſſed by her, and then held 


on my way to keep out of the reach 


of the other ſhips, who cannonaded 
me without ceaſing. As ſoon as I had 
got « uite clear of the enemy, I made 


the fignal for the Hercules and Pea- 


Lock vi} come up to me; they did fo, 
and M. Druis acquainted me with the 


| reaſons of his loſing the hold he had 


on the enemy, and that he was not 
in a condition to renew the fight, 


having many killed and wounded. 1 


anſwered, that we would make the 1 


laſt effort, and that the enemy being 
in a worſe condition than ourſelves, 
I was reſolved to purſue them to the 
aft, 1 then SHOP bore down again 


10 1 77 8 
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upon the enemy, and the Hercules and 
Peacock as ſoon made fail after me. 
We began to ſee the coaſt of Por- 
tugal, 1 the wind frefnning, the 
whole fleet puſhed forwards to get in- 
to the river of Lisbun before night. 
My ſhip failed ſo well, that I got two 
leagues a-head of my conſorts, and, 
juſt as the day was clofing, I joined 
the Portugueze Men of Mar, who 
kept a- ſtern to cover their fleet; but 
they were ſo ſick of the fight, and 
ſo. greatly diſordered, that they for- 
ſook the Man of Har we had taken 
the day before. It was now dark, 
and as I was going to lay my broad. 
fide to her's, and had got my boat 
out, and every thing ready to ſecure 
her, when we heard the ſurffal 
the rocks called  Arcathophas, — 
muſquet-ſhot to lee-ward of us: the 
unmaſted ſhip, near whom I was, 
ſtruck upon them, and then run a- ſhore 
between the fort of Caſcais and St. 
Fallen. Thad ſcarce time to get upon 


the 
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the other tack, to avoid Periſhing 
among the breakers; > Mary 

Thus, by a colidſfiuct betten of mis- 
fortunes from the beginning to the 
end of this action, I loſt one of the 
fineſt opportunities of my life. Pro- 
vidence, who deſigned me for farther 
labours, would not allow me to be 
enriched by the capture of this ſhip; 
but at firſt granted that ſhe ſhould be 
ſlightly forſaken, and afterwards that 
ſhe ſhould firike among the breakers 
the inſtant I was going to take her a 
ſecond time: it ſeems as if the ſupreme 
being manifeſted his will, even in the 
midlt of the engagement; three bul- 
lets, one after another, went between 
my legs, my coat and hat were ſhot 
through and through in ſeveral places 
by muſquet-balls, and I was ſlightly 
wounded by ſome ſplinters; whereſo- 
ever I directed my foot-ſteps, thither 
the bullets followed me. I muſt own 
that their importunate repetition urged 
me to be ſerious, and to fay thus with- 
i in . All thy wen are to 
1 0 
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no purpoſe, the danger which followeth 
thee fo cloſely ought to remind thee, 
that it is in vain thou ſtrrveſt with the 
decrees of providence. But as ſuch 
| thought often appear ridiculous to cer- 
tain minds, I was not thereby prevent- 
ed from purſuing the enemy with as 
much obſtinacy, as if I had been ſure 
of ſuccels. ' ene 
Aſter this unhappy accident, I re- 
joined my conſorts, and we ſhaped our 
courſe for Cadiz, in obedience to the 
king's orders. The marquiſs de Val- 
decagnas ſeemed to be very glad of 
our arrival, and committed the Puntals 
to my care. I went in thither with 
my ſhips, and poſted the gunners and 
ſailors, who were wanted to play the 
artillery of the two forts at the en- 
trance, -fetting- the reſt of our ſhip's 
companies to put the battery of St. 
Loui into ſome order, which was not 
yet finiſhed ! farthermore I took care 
to have ſoldiers ready at hand to 
man the boats, Whenever there ſhould 
be occafioni, and upon my on credit 
r (che 
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(the governor not caring to be at wa x 
expence) I manned and fitted u 
ſhip, which I converted into a Sub 
er, and ſtationed her in that en- 
trance of the Puntals, which might 
be the more eaſily for cod: in a word, 
I omitted nothing that could ſecure 
the place committed to my charge. 
In the mean time, I heard that there 
was not proviſion for above a fortnight 
in Cadzz, although the governor had 
uſed it as a pretence toextort very large 
contributions from the merchants; and 
1 thought it my duty to repreſent to 
him, in preſſing, but reſpectful terms, 
the neceſſity there Was for taking in a 
ſupply without delay, that he might 
not be conſtrained (for want hereof) to 
ſurrender the city to the enemy's fleet, 
which had already reached the coaſt of 
Portugal. My repeated remonſtrances 
gave him offence, and indeed he laid 
hold on the firſt opportunity to mor- 
tify me; and that, even contrary to 
3 ſorm and the reverence due to the 
"BIDS: but that you may Judge of this 


£7 3 matter 
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matter for yourſelf, I will give you a 
recital of the caſe. e 


At this time, or thereabouts, news 
was brought from Lisbon to Cadia 
concerning my laſt action with the 


Portuguexe fleet; whereby it was ſaid, 
that the marquiſs of St. Croſs, who 
commanded the fleet, had been killed, 
and alſo the greateſt part of his offi- 
cers and ſhips companies, or wound- 


ed; that 5 of his Men of War came 


into Lisbon very much diſabled, and 
that the ſixth ran a-ſhore between 
the forts of Caſcais and St. Julian, 
but that part of her goods had been 
ſaved. It was added, that this laſt 
ſhip, in her way from Goa, put into 
Braſil, and joined the fleet there 
that ſhe was worth above 2,000,000 of 
dollars, and that the plunder the Her- 
cules ſeized was valued at 200,000 


livres; that even fourteen Frenchmen 
had in the hurry been left in the Par- 
tugue ge, and that they had been put 
into dungeons upon their arrival at 
Lisbon. We had alſo advice by the 


ſame 


PPP 


CCT ICIS ECB tt” 


KI 


144 MEMOIRS f 

ſame canal, that the enemy's fleet was 
gone off the coaſt, and that there was 

no likelihood of their undertaking the 
liege of Cadiz thereaſte. 
DO pon this news, I, with the good 
liking of the marquiſs de V aldecagnas, 
removed one ſhip from the Puntals, 
and being told of {fix of the enemy's 
victuallers lying at Gibraltar, I offer- 
ed to go and burn them with the fire- 
ſhip I had fitted at my own expence, 
and I had executed it the eaſier, there 
being no Man of War to protect them; z 
but the governor of Cadiz, whom the 
king had ordered me to obey, would 
never allow it, notwithſtanding all my 
repeated entreaties and e even 
to importunity. 2 

When our ſhips came to or: in 

the road of Gadiz, I ordered (to avoid 
all broils with the Spanzards) that our 
boats ſhould go armed, and that there 
mould be only an officer in each, to 
keep the crew in order; but it hap- 
— that the cuſtom-houſe barks, a- 
_—_ my good will, inſulted 1 2 
ever 
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ſeveral times, and ſearched them, con- 
trary to the rights of the French na- 
tion. I complained of this to the 


governor by Mr. Renaud, a lieute- 


nant general in the ſervice of Spain, 
chen reſiding at Cadiz, and deſired 


that che perſons concerned might be 


puniſhed, and that care might be 


taken to prevent ſuch outrages for 


the future, ſince I neither could, nor 
ought to ſuffer any eneroachment to 
be made on the privileges of the nati- 
on, nor any affront to the king's ſhips 
ſent by his on order, to ſerve Spain. 


The governor diſregarded my remon= 
ſtrance, and two days aſterwards a 


cuſtom-houſe bark inſulted the Hercu- 
lers boat again, and abuſed the officer, 
who would have hindered the ſearch, 


M. Druis, the captain of this ſhip, 


_ came to me at eight in the evening, to 
make his complaint, and remonſtrated 
to me, That having the honour to com- 
mand in the road of Cadiæ, in the 


ſervice of the : two kings, it was my 


N Os to Tech that 9 and ſeize 
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15 that bark, and call out boldly 
r juſtice, I took care to inform my- 
elf by the officers, and boat's crew, of 

15 particular cireumſtances of the in- 

Ault, and upon finding them to be very 

weighty and important, I ſent away 

two boats, under. the command of M. 

de la Jaille, to ſeize upon this bark, 

recommending it to — in the moſt 
expreſs —_ to defer uſing of any 
violence till the very laſt extremity | 
required it. She had got in among 
others, and it was not eaſy to dil- 
tinguiſh her at laſt finding her out, 
he went up to her to rig her; but 
the immediately turned tail, and fired 
her pedreroes and ſmall arms into our 
boat. Two of our people were killed, 
and two others wounded; M. de la 

Jaille had the fore- part of his coat 

carried off by a pedreroe, but, being re- 

ſolved to 3 my orders, he boarded 
this bark, maſtered her, and brought 
her on board of my ſhip, This was not 
done without. bloodſhed, for the - 
niards n deu upon our people, | 


they '| 


1 
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they eould not be reſtrained, but kill- 
ed them three men, and wounded. two 


whom T cauſed to be dreſſed by our 


ſurgeons, 
The next day, I went aſhore with 


M. Druis and M. de Ia Jaille, to 


give an account of this diſturbance to 
the governor, and to demand juſtice 
of him. Far from giving ear to me, 
he arreſted me in his anti- chamber, 
and ſent the major away with me to 
priſon. M. Renaud, informed of the 
governor's aſtoniſhing procedure, went 
in haſte to him to lay before him 
what might be the conſequences of 
the violent ſtep he had taken; but, 


finding him in no favourable diſpoſi- 


tion, he ſent away an expreſs to the 
marquiſs de Villadaria, governor of 
Andalumia, deſiring him to come and 
make up the matter as ſoon as poſſible: 
accordingly he came the next day to 
Cadiz, and in the council held upon 
this ſubject, it was reſolved, That ſee- 
ing the enemy was retired from Ca- 
dix, and that there was no farther 
& O 2 need 
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need of our ſhips, I ſhould be reſtored 
to my liberty, and might fail away 
whenever I thought fit; this was ac- 
cordingly executed, and I was carried 
on board my ſhip. I came on board 
with a heart full of indignation, at the 
governor's iniquitous procedure, in 
return for all my cares, and activity, 
and zeal in the ſervice; which had 
been ſuch, that had I been perſonally 
charged with the place, I could have 
done no more; but I was comforted 
with the hopes That the king would 

procure ample ſatisfaction for it, as 
ſoon as he ſhould be truly informed of 
my conduct. And in fact his majeſty, 
when the whole affair was reported to 
him, demanded of the king of Spazn, 
That he ſhould remove the marquils 
ae Valdecagnas from the government 
of Caazz, and. even the marquiſs of 
Villadaria, his father-in-law, from 
that of Andaluzia, he having tak- 
en the liberty of writing about it, 
in terms not yery full of reſpect to 
his majeſty. 1 


Impa- 


d Tmpatient to leave this ungrateful 
fand, I weighed anchor the next morn- 
” | ing, and in my way to Breſt, diſcover-, 
4 ed a fleet of fifteen _Emglifh ſhips, 
d conyoyed by a Man of War, the oo 
© I port, of 36 guns, and ftrait made the 
n WW fignal for my confort to fall upon 
4 the fleet, and went myſelf to board 
if the Goſport. The commander of her 
J defended himſelf very handſomely, 
3 and ſuſtained the ſhock and heat of 
my boarding as much as poſſible. M. 
d des Poiffers, an officer full of fire, who 
K was my ſecond captain, was killed in 
K this action, and another wounded. 
2 
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We took twelve of this fleet, and car- 
ried them into Breſt. 

The king having been pleaſed to 
nominate me a knight of St. Lewis, 
I repaired to Verſazlles,* to have the 
honour of being created by. the hands 


of that great prince. He ſeemed well 


ſatisfied with my ſervices, and granted 


me the Lis of 74 guns, the Achilles 


of 66, the Jaſon of 54, the Glory of 
40, the 4420 of 36, and the Afrea +. 
8 3 


af. * ** en e of. his n 
and returning to Breſt, L pitched on 
the following gentlemen to command 
theſe ſhips; the chevalier de Beaub- 
arnois, the cheyalier de Courſerac, the 
chevaliers de Neſmond, de la Faille, 
and Legnelin. failed. out, and we 
ſtationed ou rſelves in the latitude of 
Lisbon, to lye in the way of the Braſil 
fleet, which was expected there, but I 
was not fo happy as to ſee. any thing 
of them, and only took two pretty 
rich ſhips bound from the Straits. 
From : thence, ſhifting my ftation to 
the chops of the channel, I there took 
four En wiſh ſhips, laden with tobacco, 
with which I put into Breſt. 

Aſter I had cleaned our ſhips there, 
I failed out again in company with a 
ſquadron of 6 ſhips, commanded by 
the. cheyalier de Fourbin: I had fix 
alſo under my command; for M. de la 
Mainerie Miniac, of St. Malo, joined 


me in a ſhip of 54 guns, tho the Aft rea 
ug behind in your, 15 


Being 
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Being all arrived in the entrance of 
the le I. was going to ſeparate 


from the chevalier de Fourbin, and was 
actually four leagues diſtant from him, 


when I ſaw that he altered his manner 
of working, and his courſe. I con- 


cluded he had made ſome diſcovery, 


and ſtretching that way, J made a fleet 


of 200 ſail, which he was chaſing, and 
therefore kept ſtanding towards M. 


de Fourbin to receive his orders; but 


when I ſaw he had made the fienal 
for. giving chaſe, I ſpread abroad all 

my canvaſs, and ſtretched above a 
league a-head of his ſquadron. I FR 
not above a good are from this 
fleet, when M. de Fourbin thought 
proper (to the utter aſtoniſhment of 
every one) to brace. to, and take a 
reef in his top-ſails, at a time when 
we might have carried top-gallant- 
fails, A ſenſe of my ſubordination 
made me, in ſpight of myſelf, imitate 


him in his way of working, which 
alone had been ſufficient to prevent our 
+ SIS: this important fleet, laden 


with 
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with troops and ammunition for the 
armies in Portugal. This fleet lay all 
in a cluſter together, to the lee-ward 
of five large Men of War, who wait- 
ed in a Now! for us. The Cumberland 
of $2 guns commanded, ſhe was in 


the center; the Devonſbire, of 90, Was 


in the van; the Royal Oak, of 76, in 
the rear ; and the Cheſter and Raby, of 
56 and 54 guns, were a-head and 
a-ſtern of the Cumberland, as her ſe- 
conds. They at firſt took us, as they 
aſterwards confeſſed, for a parcel of pri- 
vateers aſſembled together; and fo made 
no account of us; but when they ſaw 
us bring to, and obſerved the diſtance 
between our maſts, they perceived that 
we were good Men of "War, and there- 
fore abide the Ck for their fleet, to 
ſave themſelves as they coul. 
Impatient with the flow ances 
NM. Fourbin made towards the enemy, 
and obſerving it to be near noon, I 
fllled all my fails, and made the fignal 
for all the ſhips of my ſquadron to 
5 12 with me, one aſter another. I 
ordered 


— 
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ordered the chevalier de Beaubarnois 
to board the Royal Oal; the chevalier 
de Courſerac to board the Cheſter; la 
Moinerie Miniac to board the Nuby; I 
and as. I intended to board the com- 
madore, I ordered Ja Jaille in the 
Glory to throw a part of his people 
into me, thereby to re- inforce me, and 
put me in a condition to help thoſe, 
who ſhould dare to attack the ee 
ſhire. But as it would not have been 
right, wholly to have neglected the 
intereſt of my owners, I appointed the 
Amazon, who was the beſt frigate I 
had, to run into the middle of the 
flect, unleſs ſhe ſaw ſome of. us ſtand 
in need of ſuccour. 

Theſe orders being given, I bore 
down upon the enemy, and received 
the Cheſter's broad-fide, one of the 

Cumberland's ſeconds, without return- 
ing her a ſhot, and then the fire of the 
Cumberland her ſelf, whom I was ſo 
happy as to board very advantageouſ- 
ly ; for I got her bow-ſprit end into 
my main-ſhrouds, and raking her for n 

an 
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and aft with all my fire, her decks 
were, in an inſtant, ſtrewed with dead. 
bodies: immediately la Jaille, my 
faithful camerade, came up to board 
me, but not being able to do it, by 
reaſon of the manner in which I had 
boarded the Cumberland, he had the 
boldneſs to board her on the broad- 
ſide; though indeed, he broke his 
_ bow-ſprit upon my poop, at the ſame 
time the Cumberland broke hers in my 
main-ſhrouds. Then thoſe of my peo- 
ple, who were appointed to enter the 
enemy, ſtrove who ſhould be foremoſt, 
but very few of them ſucceeded in the 
attempt, becauſe my bow-ſprit be- 
ing broke, made it dangerous to board 
her as I lay; but the ſieurs 4e Bloy? 
and du Menaz, officers of the Glory, 
entered ſome of the firſt, at 'the head 
of other valiant men, and, making ſigns 
to me to ceaſe firing, the Englzſh en- 
ſign was ſtruck. I gave over accord- 
ingly, and preventing any more of my 
people: from jumping. on board the 
F 3 
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ks prize, and puſhing off from her, I went 
ad. Wl to affiſt thoſe who might want me. 
y i The cheyalier de Beaubarnais, in 
rd. MW the Achilles, advanced to board the 
y WM Royal Oak, and was at the point 
ad. of carrying her, when by an unhappy. 
e accident {ome cartridges of powder 
d- took fire in his ſhip, and blew up her 
1s WM decks, with the loſs of above 100 men. 
ne This diſaſter obliged him to put off, 
y to extinguiſh the fire, and recover his 
o- WW diforder, which gave the Royal Oat 
ae time enough to ſlip away with her 
t, WW bow-ſprit broken. 5 | 
i i The chevalier 4e Courſerac, in the 
e- WM 7aſon, boarded the Cheſter alſo, and 
d his graplings broke, and he failed in 
e the attempt. Then the cheyalier 4e 
„ Neſinand took his place, but he did 
d. not keep hold on the enemy, and ſhe 
15 got clear of him alſo. The chevalier 
de Courſerac came upon the Cheſter a 
!- I ſecond time, boarded her, and took 
y IM her. This, when the chevalier de Ne 
e mond faw, he ftretch'd away for the 
c middle of the fleet, and took adage 
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of the 'Merchant-Men. M. de la Moi- 
nerie Miniac in the Moor, boarded 
the Ruby at the ſame time, and Juſt 
at the inſtant comes up the chevalier 
de Fourbin with all his fails ſtanding, 
and runs his bow-ſprit end into the 
Rub ys ſtern, pretending ſhe had ſtruck 
to him, although he had not thrown 
one man into her; this claim did not 
contribute much to his honour. 

As ſoon as I had got clear of the 
can ber land, Tfurveyed the ſtate of the 
fight, and my firſt thought Was to 
run after the Royal Oak, who was 
making off in a wretched condition, 
and T ſhould very eaſily have taken 
her. But I ſaw that the chevalier 
de To ouroure, in the Bloquac 'of 50 
guns, had dared to attack the De von- 


ſhire of go, and that followed by the 
Salisbury, commanded by M. Dart, 


he Was advancing to board her with 


wonderful intrepidity : I even ob- 

_ ſerved that the Bloquac had carried 
away her bow-ſprit againſt the ftern of 

4 1 TE ür, anal dreadful fire 


alow 
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alow and aloft tore thoſe two poor 
ſhips to pieces. This example ſtung 


me, and I flew at once to the aſliſtance 
of that brave chevalier, with a reſolu- 


tion to lay the Devonſhire aboard on 
the broad-ſide. I had already got my 
ſprit-ſail-yard fore and aft, and was all 


ready to grapple and laſh her faſt, 


when there burſt out ſo thick a ſmoak 
from her ſtern, that the fear of burn- 


ing with her made me fight her at the 


diſtance of piſtol-ſhot, till the fire was 
conquered. While I waited for this, 
I, for three, quarters of an hour, ſtood 


ſo terrible a fire of great guns and 


ſmall arms from her (the Devonſbire) 
as laid me near 300 men dead on the 
deck. At length, diſheartned to ſee 
my people thus knocked on the head 
one after another, I determined to board 
her, -and T put over my helm accord- 


ingly ; but juſt as our yards came foul 
of each other, the ſieur Je Brugnon, 


one of my lieutenants, ran to me, and 
ſhewed me, that the fire which had 
taken in her, was ſpread to her 

me. P ſhrouds 
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ſhrouds and her fails: I then inſtantly 
ſent ſome officers up to the yard-arms 
to cut away all our rigging, that was 
foul of the enemy, and ſhifted my 
helm, and ſet what fail I had left to 
get from her and were we ſcarce pi- 

ol- hot from each other, when the 
| Hire was ſpread fore and aft. of this 

hip, and raged ſo violently, that, 
in leſs than a quarter of an hour, ſhe 
was conſumed, and all her crew pe- 
Tiſhed in the flames. Three of her 
hands only were found on board of my 
ſhip, without my ever knowing how 
they came there: they aſſured me 
there had periſhed above goo men in 
this fhip, who, beſides her comple- 


ment, had 250 ſoldiers and * 
a aboard. 


Alfter this bloody engagement, my 
hip was in ſuch a helpleſs condition, 

9 it was two days cer I was able 
to ſtir. M bull, my maſts, my rigg- 

ing, my ſai all was cut and torn. to 
| Thatters; my rudder was wounded alſo 
Tow * i ſix pounders. In 
this 
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this poſture T remained, not knowing 
what was become of the other ſhips; . 
who had each of them endeavoured 
to rally again, or elſe chaſed after 


the broken fragments of this fleet. I 


only knew that the Royal Oak had 


got clear off, M. de Fourbin not hav- 


ing judged ſuch a n worth his 
while. 

Before 1 cloſe up the account of this 
fight, I muſt aer an action of 
one of my contre-maſters, who was 


the firft that jumped on board the 
Cumberland, over her broken bows 
_ fprit, and made his way to the enſign 


to ſtrike it; accordingly he was cut- 
ting the balliards, when he faw four 
Enghiſhmen, who had lain flat on their 
bellies, make towards him with their 
cutlaſſes up: in this unfore-ſeen dan- 
ger, he had preſenee of mind enough 


do toſs the Engliſh enfign overeboard, 


and throw himlelf after it, as alſo to 
gather it up in the water, and fwim 
to a boat the Cumberland had in tow; 3 
and, eutting away the rope, hoiſed a 


2 fail. 
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Gil he found in her, - and put before 
the wind. In this condition, he went 
on board the Achilles, who lay by to 

lee- ward, to repair her damages. The 
enſign 1 here ſpeak of was carried to 
Notre-Dame at Paris, with thoſe of 


the other Eugliſo Men of War; and, 


upon the report I made of this action 
to the king, his majeſty was pleaſed 
to reward this valiant man with a 
golden medal, and promote him to be 

maſter of a ſhip” s company (a poſt 
among the French of much the fame 
nature with our boat-ſwain. ) His name 
was Honorat Toſean, and failed after- 
wards in quality of maſter under the 
chevalier de Fougerai Garnier, about 
the year 1712, when he was taken 
by the South-Sea Caſtile, of 56 guns. 
The Engliſh, full of reſentment for 
What he * done on board the Cum- 

berland, baſely made him undergo a 

thouſand outrages and cruelties, when 

they had him in their power, and 
were told he was at that time no 


better than contre-maſter. I here 


men- 
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mention the reward, this brave man 
received from the king, in order to 
ſtir up an emulation, and to let the 
public ſee, that this great prince did 
not leave any worthy action, tho' in 
the leaſt of his ſubjects, without tak 


ing notice of it by ſome favour. 


All the ſhips of my ſquadron, and 
that of M. de Fourbin, arrived in the 
road of Breſt. two days before me, 
with the Engliſh ſhips, the Cumber- 
land, the Ruby, and the Cheſter. Sever- 
al other ſhips of this fleet were taken 
by the Amazon, or by the privateers, 
who were in the way to ſhare the ad- 
yantages of this rout, and were carri- 
ed into ſeveral ports of Brittany. M. 
de Fourbin, upon his arrival, diſpatch- 
ed M. the chevalier de Touroure to 
carry the news of this action to the 


king; and I afterwards heard that 


this gentleman had done me all the 
juſtice with his majeſty, that could be 
expected from a perſon of his great 


generoſity: I made him an exact re- 


quital when J had the happineſs of en- 
85 1 tdtertain- 
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tertaining the king in my turn, with the 
circumſtances of this action. In the 
mean time, M. de Ponte hartrain wrote 
to me on the part of his majeſty, to 
acquaint me how well ſatisfied he was 
with my ſervices, in conſideration of 
which, he granted me a penſion of 
LOOO Uyres upon his royal treaſury. 
I had the honour of returning my 
moſt humble thanks for this; but at 
the. ſame time begged it as a favour, 
That this penſion might be transferred 
to M. de St. Auban, my ſecond captain, 
who, having loſt his thigh in boarding 
the Cumberland, had greater need of 


= Et adding, that I ſhould think 


myſelf more than rewarded, could I, 
by my moſt humble ſupplications, ob- 
tain the advancement of the brave 
officers who had ſeconded me: but that, 

if the king deemed me worthy of any 
particular favour, I hoped from his 
goodneſs, that he would be pleaſed to 
grant me patents of nobility for my 
elder brother and for myſelf; inaſmuch 
| as it was to my brother s aſſiſtance I was 
indebt- 
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indebted for all that was valuable in 
me, and for the honour I had of being 
known to his majeſty. M. de Pont- 
chartrain found it difficult to obtain 
me this fayour, or rather he thought 
proper to reſerve it in petto, imagining 
that ſuch an object before me might 
ſtimulate me the more; but I did not 
want to be ſpurred on, and the deſire 
I had of Aung well of the king, 
was ſufficient alone to inflame me more 
than any recompence whatſoever. And 
indeed it was purely for the ſake of 
my brother, to whom I was greatly 
obliged, that I had offered to ask ſo 
great a favour, which I did not inſiſt 
upon. However, I thought it my 
duty to wait on his majeſty to lay 
before him, viva voce, the ſervices 
of the gallant-gentlemen, who had diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves under my com- 
mand. And in fact he was ſo good as 
to adyance ſeveral of them; among 
others, the chevalier 4e Beaubarnozs, 
the chevalier 4e Courſerac, de ls 
FR ae St. Auban, and others. It 


was 
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was then that having had the honour 
of giving the King a detail of my laſt 
fight, I earneſtly laid hold on the op- 
portunity of acquainting him with 
23 valour of the cheyalier de Tourou- 

1 drew him ſo lively a picture 
| of the intrepidity of that officer, that 
his majeſty, turning towards M. de 
Bucas, asked him if his friend the 
late M. Ruiter would have done as 
much? He anſwered, that nothing 
could be added to the picture I had 
drawn of the merit and brayery of the 
chevalier de TJouroure, and that he 
Was not at all ſurprized at it, having 
known two of his brothers in the army, 
who did by no means fall ſhort of him. 


M. the marſhal de Villars, who was 


preſent, added upon this, ſome very 
adyantageous particulars of their ſer- 
vices, enough to ſhew, that yalour and 
loyalty are hereditary i in the houſe of 
Touroure, and, I may alſo fay, modeſty; 
for in my life I never ſaw a warrior 
ſo intrepid, and at the ſame time more 
modeſt than the chevalier de Touroure. 


J have 


. 


M. du Gue-Tr ouin. 165 


J have with pleaſure dwelt upon theſe 
circumſtances, to evince that emula- 
tion between men of honour, does not 
prevent them from doing each other 
reciprocal juſtice, with an inward 
pleaſure, which the falſely-brave are 
ſtrangers to. 

I had fo carneſt a deſire to make 
myſelf worthy of the favour the king 
had beſtowed on me, that I hurried 
away from Verſailles to go out againſt 
his enemies. I obtained from. his 
majeſty a greater number of ſhips, 
that I deſigned for an expedition, 
which I communicated to no body; 
becauſe the ſucceſs of it depended 
pretty much upon ſecrecy. It was to 
lye in the way of the numerous and 
rich fleet from-Braſi]. Thad received 
advice that the enemy had ſent ſeven 
Men of War to meet them, and that 
they were cruiſing off the Weſtern 
Hands, where the fleet muſt neceſſari- 
ly touch to refreſh+ ſo it ſeemed as if 
L could not miſs them there, ba I 

ut 
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but get out ſoon enough to arrive at 
thoſe iſlands before them. 

I took leave of the king, and went 
poſt to Breſt, where I with all dili- 
gence got ready the following ſhips, 
the Lily and the St. Michael, of 74 
guns each; the Achilles, of 66, the 
Dauphine, of 56, the Jaſon, of 54, 
the Glory, of 40, the Amazon, of 36, 
the Aſtrea, of 22. Theſe ſhips were 


commanded by M. de Geraldin, the 


chevalier de Courſerac, the chevalier 
de Neſmond, de Coupon, Miniac, de 
Courſerac the elder, de la Jaille, and 


de Leguelin, the greateſt part of whom 


had ſerved under me, in a diſtinguiſh- 
ing manner. To this ſquadron J add- 
ed an Engliſb corvette of 8 guns, 
which I gave to a young man, a rela- 
tion of mine; and engaged a frigate 

of 30 guns, called ſe Deſinares, to 


come from St. Malo, to join me in 


tze road of Breſt. | 75 
We failed out, and ſtationed our- 
ſelves in the latitude of Lisbon; and 
a Swediſp ſhip, who failed out from 
” thence 
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t thence, confirmed to us, that they ex- 
pected the Braſil fleet, and that ſeven 

Men of War lay for them off the 
Meſteru Iſlands. We ſhaped our courſe 
that way, and, paſling by out of fight 

of the iſlands, we ſtationed ourſelves 

15 leagues to the weſtward of them, 
| in the track of the fleet; to the end 
| that neither the ſeven Men of War, 
| or the inhabitants of the iſlands might 
| know any thing of us, and conſequent- 

ly, that they might not ſend out any 
advice-boat to meet the fleet, and di- 
re& them to alter their courſe. When 
we had thus reached our ſecond ſtation, 
I ſent away the Engliſb corvette with 
orders to go round the iſlands, and to 
make the ſeven Men of War, and bring 
me an account of their ſtrength and 
ſtation where they cruiſed: and ſhe 
made them to the weſtward of the 
port of Tercera, ſtanding on and off, 
and returned to give me information 
, 3, . TDs 
Me kept this ſtation for three 
months together, greatly wondring 
8 bs that 
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that we ſaw nothing of the fleet in all 


this time, and ſending the corvette 


once every fortnight to the iflands, 
we * * * * * * * * *,⏑,el 
Me chaſed her, but could not come 
up with her, becauſe of a miſt and the 
night, which came on. I was very un- 
eaſy at this, and doubted not but ſhe 
_ would give advice of us to the enemy's 
Men of War, and that in conſequence 
thereof, they would diſpatch an advice- 
boat to the fleet, and direct them to 
alter their courſe, and ſtand themſelves 
off the iſlands, that they might not 
be liable to our inſults; beſides, our 
water began to grow ſhort, and upon 
that account we ſhould be unable to 
cruiſe here aboye a fortnight longer. 
This conſideration inclined me to call 
a council of all the captains; and J did 
my utmoſt to make them comprehend 
the neceſſity we were under of going 
directly and attacking the enemy's 
_ ſeven Men of War, in whom we 
ſhould find water and proviſions enough 
FTCA : 1. 0 
* Here is a Chaſm in the Maruſcriot. 
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to enable us to prolong our cruiſe till 
the fleet ſhould arrive; that moreover 
theſe ſhips would pay the charge of 
our outſet with intereſt ; that it was 
not to be doubted, but they had 
advice of us and of our ſtrength by 
the ſhip who gave us the flip by 
the favour of the night; that if we 
delayed falling on them any longer, 
F was ſure we ſhould! not find them; 
and that we ſhould loſe the whole ex- 
pence of our equipment, and be forced 
thro” want to return to France with 
our hands empty 

This way 7 a ing was juſt and 
natural, but ſome 1 519. mon, envious of 
my good fortune, prevented all the 
captains, to a man, from entering into 
it, They thought with M. Geraldin, 
that it would be beſt to wait for the 
fleet without ſtirring from our ſtation; 
that their arrival could not be far off; 
the wind being fair for them; that the 
ſeven Men of War being ſtronger than 
us, they would certainly not ſtir a 
ſtep for us; and: that, let it come to the 
* 2 worſt, 
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worſt, we ſhould always be in time 


to attack them; that, furthermore, the 
event of battle i is uncertain, and that 


we could not pretend to reduce them 
without diſabling ſeveral of our own 
ihips, to ſuch a degree as to render 
them unfit to keep the ſea; and upon 
the whole they remonſtrated, that my 
owners might have room to reproach 
me, with having preferred my own glo- 
ry to their intereſt upon this occaſion. 
In ſhort, they turned my brain in ſuch 
a manner, that, not to appear too-ſelf- 
ſufficent, 1 allowed them a few days 


longer. But, notwithſtanding this 


compliance, I was ſenſible that, in fol- 


lowing their counſel, I expoſed my- 


ſelf to an incurable evil. . IJ ſhall only 
ſay,” by the way, that this was the 

council I ever called in my life, 
to conſult with, whether 1 ſhould 
fight or not, and that it ſhall, moſt 
aſſuredly, be the laſt. 


7 In pr mean time I Lest an order of 


battle with each of them, wherein 


Were. ſpecified the ſhips. each "captain 


Was 
c 
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was to board, recommending it to all 
to hold themſelves in readineſs for a 
fight, and to follow me upon the firſt 
ſignal I ſhould make: but. every day, 
I deferred going down to the enemy, 
ſeeming a year to me; and, my fore- 
boding faculty giving me no reſt, I, 
at the end of four days, made the ſig- 
nal for fighting, and ſteered away for 
the iſlands. Immediately, M. Gerald 
ſent an officer on board of me, to beg 
J would wait yet three days long- 
er, and my moſt faithful officers, ſe- 
duced by the thoughts of the Braſil 
fleet, and the hopes of immenſe booty, 
Joined their intreaties to his, in ſo 
earneſt a manner, that I was ſo weak 
as to yield to them once more. | 

Theſe three days expired, I made 
fail for the enemy, but. found them 
not, as I had foreſeen. I was in the 
utmoſt confuſion, and knew not whe- 
ther the fleet had not paſled by in the 
night, or whether, having joined the 
Men of War, who waited to conyoy 
them, they had not made the beſt of 

"WE % their 


— 


. 


their way for Licbon, without ſtopping 


at all at the iſlands. But, to inform 
myſelf exactly of theſe particulars, I 
Telolyed to make a deſcent, and to 
that purpoſe T went between the 
Hlands of Fiall, Pico, and St. George, 


In ranging along this laft, I obſerved 


a harbour, at the bottom of which 
Rood a good pretty town, with ſome 
forts that commanded the anchor- 
age. This ſeemed to me a very pro- 
per place to execute my deſign upon, 
and I manned all our long - boats, 
which together carried 700 men, under 


the command of my ſeeond captain, 


the count 4 Arqum, whom I or- 


dered to land and poſſeſs himſelf of 


the town; but, before I ſent him 
away, I ordered all the pinnaces and 
yauls to put off, and make a ſham 
attack in another part, to give the in- 


of them down thither: during this, 
the real deſcent was made, and thoſe 
who offered to oppoſe it were put to 


our 
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our people entered with them into 
the town, Which was, by this time, 
forſaken by all its inhabitants: imme- 
diately I ſent a great quantity of cask 
aſhore, to be filled with water, corn, 
and wines, with which the PAIRING 
here were well ſtored. 

The priſoners, I cauſed to be ex- | 


amined, acquainted me, That the ſeven 


Men. of War, having received advice, 
by the ſhip. we had miſſed, of our 
— and ſtrength, had left theſe 
parts three days before, and were gone 
for Lisbon; but that the Braſil fleet 
was not yet arrived, and that no body 


could conceive what kept them back 


ſo. This account gave me ſome 


glimpſe of hope, which ſoon diſap- 


peared; for we were taken between 
theſe iſlands with ſuch a ftorm, as put 
ſome of us in danger of periſhing, and 
all of us under the neceſſity of gaining 
theſea. It came on ſo ſtrong, that I had 


much ado to get off our people from 


the town, and was forced to leave our 
cask. on ſhore, and to ſteer away for 


Q 3 the 
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the coaſt of Spain. Our only ho 
was, that we ſhould reach Vis don 
Enough to water there, ane 


nd come 
out thenee in time to lye in the 
track of the fleet in their way to Lic 
Bun; and I accordingly gave out this 
rendezvous to all the "ſhips of the 
ſquadron, in eaſe of ſeparation; but 
* were ſo croſſed by the wind, and 

in ſuch diſtreſs for water, that every 
mip endeavoured to fetch the neareſt | 

The Dauphine, the privateer 

le Defmareft, and the-corvette, were 
the firſt that parted company, and 
went into Breſt. The St. Michael, 
the Jaſon,. the Glory, and the Ama- 
n fetched Cadiz, and I got into 
Vigo with only the Lilly and the Achil- 
* as for the Braſil fleet, they ar- 
rived at the Weſtern Landi. eight 
days after we had been driven from 
thence. 
It is aſtoniſhing that my ſquadron, 
conſiſting of excellent goers, and eight 
days before-hand with 10 heavy a fail- 
ing feet, could not, with all our en- 
deavours, 
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deayours, get firſt upon the coaſt of 
Portugal. In fact, the greateſt part 
of this fleet got into Lisbon, or into 
the neighbouring ports, much about 
the time I was going into Vigo. I 
was there buſy a watering, when one 
of them was driven aſhore, about 4 


| leagues from us, in Pontevedra, and 


was ſeized on by the Spaniards. I 
left Vigo as ſoon as poſſible, and took 


two ſmall prizes, part of this fleet. 


All the reſt were ſafe in the harbours 
of Portugal. Thus was the expence 
of this armament totally ſunk, and, 
my proviſions being quite expended, 
I returned to Breſt with the Liliy 
and the Achilles. r 
M. de Geraldin, who by our ſepa- 
ration became commadore of the St. 
Michael, the Jaſon, the Glory, and 
the Amazon, getting into Cadis, there 
took in a ſupply of water and pro- 
viſions, and in his way to Breſt took 
three prizes, the value of which was 
not equal to the expences of his re- 
e freſhment. 
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freſhment. He brought theſe" "Prizes t 
into Breſt, where he laid up. W1 
The entire loſs of this equipment Wy 
(in which my brother and I had ven- 
tured a conſiderable part of our ſmall I 
fortunes) put it out of our power 
to engage any longer in ſuch weighty | 
1-4-4 appr 8 
ene I took the ſea again with 
the Achilles, and the frigates, the 
Amazon, the Glory, and the Aſtrea, 
commanded by Meſſ. de Courſerac, de 
ta Jaille, 4 de Leguelin. I received 
advice, that a fleet of 80 fail were 
ſhortly to come out of Kinſale, under 
the convoy of three Engliſh Men of 
War, of 70, 60, and 54 guns, bound 
for ſeveral ports of England. I went 
and lay in their track, and diſcovered 
them in ſight of the Lizard. The 
ſea ran too high, and the wind was too 
ſtrong to think of boarding them. 
On the other hand the enemy were too 
many for us at great guns, ſo that we 
had no hopes of ſucceſs that way: 
however, I commrered with myſelf 
2 that 
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that ſuch opportunities did not occur 
every day; that we ought to lay hold 
on them as often as they are within 
our reach; that fortune frequently 
favours the raſhly-daring; and that, 
upon the whole, the wind might abate 
ſomewhat during the action 
HFlaving thus reflected within my- 
ſelf, I made the ſignal for the Aſtrea 
to fall upon the fleet, and I ad- 
vanced with the Achilles, the Amazon, 
and the Glory, to fight the three Men 
of War, who lay by for us in a 
line, to windward of their fleet. 1 
palled by the ſhip who lay a-ſtern of 
the commadore, giving her my broad- 
dide as I paſſed, and, holding on my 
way, boarded the commadore on the 
broad- ſide. The ſea ran ſo that L could 
mot enter one man, and we ſoon broke 
loofe from each other, notwithſtanding 
all the precaution I took. I boarded 
her to the third time, but could not 
22 any hands into her: but the fire 


ade. _ * * arms and 
_ grenay 
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grenadoes, was given ſo ſmartly, that 
her decks were all covered with: dead 


bodies, and even forſaken; her fore- 


yard and fore-top-ſail-yard were cut. 


In a word, I diſabled her from either 


working or defending herſelf. 
In the mean time the Amazon and 
the Glory fought, on their parts, with 
the two other Engliſh ſhips, but they 
were too weak-ſided to venture at 
boarding them in ſuch wretched wea- 
ther; ſo that the battle went quite 


againſt them, the enemy handling 


them moſt roughly with their cannon; 

and it had been very bad with them, 
if Thad not come up 5 their aſſiſtance, 
by dividing my fire between the two 
ſhips they fought with. Nevertheleſs, 
the Glory was quite diſabled, and 
many of her people killed. M. de la 
Jaille, the captain of her, came under 
my ſtern, and begged I would cover 
him, while he put his ſhip into ſome 
order again. I, on my part, had not 
been uſed very tenderly, having had, 


among others, a ſhot thro' my powder- 


room, 
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room, which diſturbed me with very 
good reaſon. But, however, I told 
my conſort, that he need only go a 
muſq uet- hot to lee-ward of me, and 
5 without fear in repairing his 
damages. In truth, the enemy were 
ſo ſhattercd. and beaten, that there 
was nothing, to fear from them, and 
the Amazon, ſeeming to be in a pret- 
ty tolerable condition, I made the ſig- 
nal for the chevalier deCourſerac, who 
commanded her, to run into the midſt 
of the fleet: he did ſo, and ſecur- 
ed five, good ſhips laden with Por 
co, the enemy not ftirring a ſtep 
prevent him. I kept within half Kg 
ſhot of them with the Glory, ready 
to fall on them if they had offered to 
budge; and had even the aſſurance to 
1 fourteen of the Merc hant- Men 
of their fleet ſtrike their top-ſails to 
me; and ordered them to keep be- 
tween the Glory and me, deſigning to 
ſecure them, as ſoon as our ſhattered 
Hg were in a condition to. be hoiſed 
But on a II udden there came on 
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ſo ies a ſquall, that away went 
one of the Glorys top-maſts, and I 
ſhould certainly have overſet had not 
my top-fail ſheets given way in the 
height of it: ſo that the fourteen ſhips, 
who were juft before at my diſpoſal, 
ut away before it for the coaſt of 
England, icndding along under my 
bow-lf prit, Which f was not able to 
prevent them. The Engliſh Men 0 
War fteered the fame courſe, and, 

what was the moſt vexatious of all 
the Aſtrea, who at firft mixed with 
the fleet, bad bilged her long: boat 
in hoifing her out, and tho' ſhe had 
brought to ſeveral prizes, ſhe could 
not clap one of them aboard for the 
reatneſs of the ſea; ſothat, not being 
ecured, they took their advantage of 
the ale, 10 fayed themſelves. The 
gale ſtrengthned in a frightful man- 
ner, and cs us all from each other. 
Two of our prizes got into St. Malo, 
together with the Atrea and Amazon, 
a third got into Calais, and two were 
loſt upon the coaſt of England. I 


was 


E 
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was in the greateſt danger of being 
loſt on the fame coaſt, and it was with 
great difficulty that I fetched the port 
of Breſt, with the Glory, both in'a 
fad condition. 

After we had refitted our two ſhips, 
wie returned to our cruiſe in the chops 
of the channel, where we diſcovered, 
Juſt ; as it was night, a large ſhip run⸗ 
ning before the wind, and ſteering 
for che coaſt of Spain : I obſerved hes 
way of working, and what fail ſhe 
had abroad, and. ſteered as ſhe did. 
'I came up with her about eleven at 
night, and kept cloſe in with her, 
ſhewing a light in my ſtern to the 
Glory, who did not fail ſo well as me, 
that ſhe. might not loſe ſight of me. 
As ſoon asday broke, I edged towards 
this ſtrange ſhip, who hove out Eng- 

_ hifh colours, and ran out her ſtern- 


chaſe, conſiſting of 6 guns, and gave 
me ſeveral diſcharges thereof, which 


killed ſeveral of my people, "and did. 
conſiderable damage to my maſts and 
fails. When the 10 ſaw me ready 

To 
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to board him, he at once braced round 
His aſter-ſails, and {et his mizen, and 
Put his helm hard over, With inten- 
tion to bring my bows-ſprit=end into 


Way of working, and was as yare-hand- 
edi as he in trimming my fails, and fly- 
ing directly up to the wind; Whereby 1 
"avoided his dangerous intentions, ad 
boarded him on the broad Ide, and 
"'grappled him in the midſt of our 
mutual fire of great guns, {mall arms, 
"and grenadoes. This ſhip was carried 
in half an hour's'time ; but by the at- 
tempt ſhe had made to get my bow- 


Tprit-end into her main-ſhrouds, and 


by what I did to avoid it, it happened 
that the two ſhips, in lying their ſides 
to the wind, heeled very much; and, 
I being to "Windward," moſt of my 
Suns pointed into the water; ſo that 
my gunners, not giving themſelves 
time to lower their metal, fired 
into the enemy's bottom. Now, as 
oon as I had taken her, I put off; 


dut a minute afterwards they eme | 
under 


his main-ſhrouds, but I obſerved his 


* a. %. © 
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under my ſtern, and told me the prize 
would founder, if I did not immedi- 
ately ſend ſome help. Upon this L 
toſſed out my long- boat, and ſent her 
away with carpenters, caulkers, and 
ſome. good officers, to ſave this ſhip, 
who had 60 guns mounted, was ſpan 
new, and called the Briſtol. 

By. this time the Glory was come 
up with me, and was going to ſend 
her boat on board the prize; but at 
the very inſtant, there appeared a 
ſquadron of 14 Engliſh: Men of War, 
about 3 leagues to windwai 
who. came down ſo faſt upon us, that 
I had not time to take my people out 
of the Briſtel, who was in an inſtant 


ſurrounded by the enemy), and ſunk 
m. The one 


down in the midit of th 
half of the French and Engliſh in her 
were drowned, the reſt were ſayed 
; Among; thoſe 


Who were unfo! 
Abrevorr S, an. © 


chemſelves by ſWimm Beſides the 


of us; 


tunately.lolt was is M. des 
icer of great worth: 
the ſieurs de Gu ſy and de Nette ſaved 
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loſs of theſe gallant men, I had 70 
others killed and wounded in this 
engagement. M. de Breſt, de F Arte- 
loire, fon to the lieutenant-general of 
that name, à young gentleman full 
of fire, was killed as he was going to 
jump into the enemy, and two other 
officers were wounded. The moment 
_ T faw this ſquadron I put before the 
wind with the Glory. My maſts and 
fails were damaged, my ſprit-ſail and 
ſprit-ſail-top-ſail- yards were broke, and 
my main-top-maſt was ſhot through 
in two places; my low fails were ſo 
torn and cut, that J was obliged to 
bend others in the room of them in 
fight of the enemy, who ſoon came 
up within gun-ſhot of us. M. de la 
Faille, who knew the beſt of his ſhip's 
going, kept right before the wind. 
Tor the fame reaſon T kept the wind 
ſomewhat upon my quarter. We 
ſhared a widely different fate ; all ſhat- 
_ tered as I was, I got clear of the ene- 
my; but they came up with the Glory, 
and M. de la Faille, after having re- 


M. du Gué-Frouin. 185 


ſiſted to the very laſt, and behaved 
himſelf with his uſual gallantry, was 
conftrained to bend to ſd ſuperior a 
ftrength.... The next day after this 
fight and this chaſe, I fell in with an 
Engliſh frigate, and took her, and 
3 — . me into By where 

8 about this time, t the kilos, 
fatisfied with the continuance of my 
zeal, did of his own accord grant pa- 
tents of nobility to my brother and my 
ſelf. They were of — moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing kind, and in them, the feryices 
of my brother, and ſome of my ac- 
tions, were ſpecified. by his own. order. 
I without delay repaired to his majeſty, 
to return him my moſt humble 9 
and at the ſame time to make my 
court to him. This did not Pw 
me from fitting out the Jaſon, the 
Amazon, and the. Aftrea, under. the 
command of the chevalier de Courſerac, 
who acquitted himfelf very bhandſom- 
ly of his charge, took. Geeral prizes, 
and came to lay up his ſhipsat Breſt. 

4 Y 1 did 
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1 did not ſtay long at Verſailles, 
_ perſuaded that I ſhould make my court 
more effectually to the king, by going 
in queſt of his enemies, than by play- 
ing the courtier, a part I was but ill 
qualified to act. With this regard I 
took leave of his majeſty, and coming 


to Breſt, I fitted out the Lilly, the 


Achilles, the Jaſon, and the Amazon, 


commanded by M. the count d Arquzn, 


the chevalier de Courſerac, Conrſerac 


the elder, and Leguelrn. 


I received advice, that five Engliſh 


Eaſt India Men, were expected to put 
into Tre/and, under the convoy of two 
Men of War, of ſeventy guns; and 


© that the immenſe wealth of theſe five 


ſhips, had cauſed the admiral of Eng- 


land to ſend out two other Mon of 


War, of 66 guns, to meet them. 
With theſe inſtructions I failed, and 
fixed my ſtation a little diſtant from 


the coaſt of Ireland. I ſoon fell in 


with one of the two laſt mentioned 
Men of War. I came up with her in 
the Lilhꝭ and took her in leſs than an 


„ 
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hour's time, and before any of my 
conſorts could come within reach. 
This ſhip being quite news and Hail- 
ing very well, I thought proper to 
make her eruiſe with us: accordingly 
I gave the command of her to M. de 
Nagent, my ſecond captain, an officer 
of worth and gallantry, if there be any 
ſuch, and I manned her with a num- 
der of officers, ſoldiers and ſailors, 
ſufficient to enable her to bear a part 

in a fight, in caſe of need. In this 
ſhip alſo I found the admiral of Eng- 

land's inſtructions, as to what ſhe was 
to do, and whither ordered. 

In a few days aſterwards I had fight 
of her conſort, who got from me in 
the night. All theſe: curcumſtances, 
and - occurrences together, gave me 
room. to hope that theſe rich India 
Men would fall a prey to me. In the 
midſt of this I had the misfortune 
of being taken with a bloody flux, 
which reduced me very low, and, to 
compleat my misfortune, we had for a 
| . ants ſuch thick hazy 


| Wea- 
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weather, that the ſhips of my ſquadron, 
loſing ſight of each other, were oblig- 
ed to keep company by continued 
ſignals of guns, muſquets, bells and 
drums. The India Men had the 
good luck to paſs by juſt at this time, 
ſo that we had no ſight of them. The 
_ inward warnings I had of this tor- 
mented me more than my diſtem- 
per; and as ſoon as I was recovered, 
I crowded fail for the coaſt of Ire- 
land, and made cape Clear the very 
day the India Men arrived upon 
that coaſt, We ſaw them from the 
maſt-head as they were going into 
Cork and Kinſale; and even a Man 
of War of 36 guns, had loitered a-ſtern, 
with whom the Jaſon came up within 
gun-ſhot, and having fired ſeveral 
broad-ſides at her, ſhe ran in among 
ſome rocks and ſhoals, and afterwards 
into the bottom of a harbour, the en- 
trance of which was unknown to us, 
and ſeemed to be very dangerous. All 
theſe 'vexatious diſappointments hav- 
ing put us by ſo fine an I, 
c 
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the reſt of our expedition was not 
more proſperous. I took only one 
prize laden with tobacco, and my pro- 
viſions being expended [I returned to 
. there to lay up. 

was carried aſhore in a dying con- 
dition, and it was above ſix months 
ere I could gather a little a ſtrength : 
in the end nature got the better of 
my diſeaſe, and I was able to return 
to Verſailles, to make my court to 
the king. 

It was there I began to form an en- 
terprize againſt the city and colony 
of Rio Janeiro, one of the richeſt 
and moſt conſiderable cities in Braſil. 
M. du Clerc had already made an at- 
tempt upon that place with five of 
the king's ſhip, and above 1000 ma- 
rines; but, that force not being near 
' ifficent to reduce ſo conſiderable a 
colony, he was taken priſoner with 6 
or 700 of his people, the reſt were 
killed in the aſſualt upon the city 


and forts of Rio 1 75 | 
Since 
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Since that time the king. of Portu- 
gal had augmented the fortifications, 


and had very lately ſent four Men of 
Mar and two frigates, with a number 


of veteran troops, to put that impor- 


tant colony out of all dan 
inſulted. . 


er of being 


The news which bro ught an aceount 


of M. du Clerc's defeat, 9 5 alſo, that 
the Portugueze, inſolent conquerors, 


treated their priſoners with all imagi- 
nable 5 that they ſtarved them 


to death in dungeons, and that M. 4u 


Clere had been killed aſter he had 


ſurrendered upon terms. All theſe 
circumſtances, together with the hopes 


of ſharing immenſe booty, but above 


all, the honour which might be ac- 
quir ed in ſo difficult an enterpriſe, in- 


the glory of his majeſty's. arms into 
thoſe remote climates, and of puniſh- 
ing the inhumanity of the Portuguese, 
by the deſtruction of that flouriſhing 

| 1 In order to this I addreſt⸗ 
ed. * to three of my beſt friends, 


who 


ſpired me with a deſire of ſpreading 
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vho had all along aſſiſted me with their 


purſes and credit in my expeditions. 
They were M. de Coulange, the pre- 
ſent comptroller- general of the king's 
houſhold, and M. Je Beauvais, and 
la Saudre-le-fer of St. Malo, all three 
of great eſtimation and credit. I com- 
municated my ſcheme to them, and 
engaged them to become directors of 
the projected armament. But as it re- 
quired a very conſiderable fund, we 
were obliged to take in three other 
rich traders of St. Malo, who, together 
with my brother, made, in all, ſeven 
directors, before whom J laid an eſti- 
mate of the officers, ſhips, troops, 
ſhip's companies, proviſion, and all 
kinds of ammunition, according to 
which the charges of this outſet (not 
reckoning the wages to be paid at the 
end of the voyage) amounted to twelve 
hundred thouſand livres. 2 
MN. de Coulange, one of the principal 
directors, came to me at Verſailles, in 
order to ſollicit a formal contract, and 
to obtain ſuch conditions from the 
mini- 
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miniſtry, as were eſſentially neceſſary 
for the good event of this enterpriſe, 


He ſtood in need of the greateſt patience, 


and of the utmoſt dexterity, to remove 
all the objections that were ſtarted; 
but he ſurmounted every difficulty 
by the aſſiſtance of his ſerene high- 
neſs, the admiral, who condeſcended to 
countenance the project, and ſollicit in 
favour of it: ſo that upon the report 
which that prince and M. de Pontchar- 
train made thereof to the king, his 
majeſty thought well of it, and con- 
ſented to truſt me with his ſhips and 
troops, that I might conduct his arms 
into the New Mord. 
This being reſolved on, my brother 
and 1 repaired to Breſt, there to fit 
out the Lilly and the Magnanimous, 
of 74 guns each; the Brillant, the 
Achilles, and the 1 all three 
of 66 guns, together with the Argo- 
nau of 46, the Amazon and the Bel- 
lona, of 38 guns, but this laſt was 
converted into a bomb-galliot, with 
two EE: mortars ; the n of 22 
guns, 


Sz ww GU 
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guns, and the Concord of 20; this laſt 
being a roomly ſhip, burthen 400 tons, 


was to attend upon the ſquadron as a 
victualler, laden chiefly with water 
1 


To 3 theſe ſhips, I choſe 
the chevalier e Gouyon, the chevalier 


de Courſerac, the chevalier de Beauve, 
de la Faille, the cheyalier de Bois, 


de la Motte, and de Leguelin. The 


frigates were commanded by Mis. des 


Chenais, le Fer, de Rogon, and Bra- 


del Daniel, all four of St. Malo, and 
related to the directors. 

At the ſame time I fitted out at 
Rochefort the Faithful, of 60 guns, 
commanded by M. de la Momerie 


Miniac of St. Malo, under the pretence 


of going out upon a cruiſe, as was his 
cuſtom; as alſo the Eagle, of 40 guns, 
commanded by the ſieur de la Mare, 


of Caen, as it were to go out to the 
American Hands; and at Rochelle, I 
underhand got two ſmall veſſels fitted 


as bomb-galliots or ketches, with each 
of them two mortars. The Mars, 
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of 56 guns, was equipt at Dunkir# 
and commanded by M. de Cittes Dani- 
cant, under the colour of going to 


cruiſe in the North Seas, making uſe 
of others to fit out thips for my 


 farvice. © 


I applied myſelf with the utmoſt 


4 alis ence to ſee every thing got ready 


In — 5 time, the proviſion, ammuni- 
tion, ütenſils, tents, and all the attire 
neceſſary for a camp and to form a 
ſiege, all with great ſecrecy and pre- 


kaution. I took care alſo to chuſe a 


number of good officers, to ſee to the 
manning and fivtingious. of the ſhips, 
and to put themſelves: at the head 707 
_ the troops. M. de St. Germain, the 
preſent major of the Marine at Toulon, 
Was nominated by the court, to ſerve 
ay major on . the fleet, and his 
activity, together with his knowledge, 
ſtood me in great 1185 in the courſe 
of this expedition. 

Excluſive of all theſe preparations, 
and all theſe ſhips that were fitting 
_ and Setting ready by * _ 

1 
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and I, we engaged two other frigates» 
belonging to St. Malo, (then riding 
at Rochelle ) to join my armament, 
Dig. the: Chancellor, of 40, and the 

Glorious, of 30 guns. The methods 
we took to hurry on this expedition, 
were ſuch, and ſo well concerted, that 
notwithſtanding the great want of 
ſtores in the king's magazines, all the 
ſhips of Breſt and Dunkzrk, were rea- 

dy for failing in two months time, 
reckoning from the day we came to 

Breſt. I had received advice, that 
they were fitting out a ſtrong ſqua- 
dron in England, and, not doubting 
but their deſign was to block me up 
in Breſt, I reſolved to be gone from 
thence with my ſhips, peſtered as they 
were, and accordingly I failed out 
upon the zd of 22 17113 to join 

the reſt of my ſquadron at Rochelle, 
inſtead of expecting them at Breſt, as 
was my firſt deſign; and on the 5th 
of the ſame month | three days after- 
wards | a ſquadron of 20 Eugliſo Men. 
of Mar appeared at the entrance into 

94191 8 2 Breſt, 
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Breſt, ſome of them ranging under the 
very batteries, and took two fiſher- 
men who informed them of my = 
parture. 

D pon the 6th of June J arrived at 
Rochelle, where I found the Faithful, 
the two bomb· veſſels, and the two fri- 
gates from St. Malo, ready to attend 
me. Upon the gth of the lame month 
J ſet fail with my whole ſquadron ex- 
cept the Eagle, who wanted a gird- 
ling to fit her for the ſea. I gave her 
our rendezyous, which was at one of 

the Cape de Verd Iſlands, where I ex- 
_ pected to water commodioully, aud 
\ refreſh my people. 
Upon the 21ſt of June, I took a 
ſnall En neſs prize, in the way, com- 
ing out from Lisbon, and I thought 
proper to take her along with us. 
Upon the 2d of July, I anchored 
at St. Vincent, one of the Cape de Verd 
- Ilands, whither the Eagle came after 
me. I found it a very difficult matter 
to water, and could foreſee but little 
or no — of meeting with any 


refreſh- 
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refreſhment at this place; ſo I got 
under fail again upon the 6th, with 
no other advantage, than the having 
landed the troops, and ſhewn them 
the order they were to obſ erve in | 
making our deſcent. - en 

I croſſed the line [the Equlttiiral 1 
upon the 11th of Auguſt, aſter hav- 
ing ſtruggled with contrary winds for 
above a month, which were withal fo: 
ſtrong, that all the ſhips of the ſqua- 
dron loſt their top-maſts one after . 
another. 2 
Upon the 19th, I made che iſland. 
of Aſcenſion, and upon the 27th, be-- 
ing in the latitude of the bay of All 
Saints, I called a council, in "which * 
propoſed, That we ſhould take and 
burn in our way, all the enemy's ſhips. 
we could lay hold on: and with this 
view I enquired into the quantity of 
water on board the fleet; but it was. 
fo ſhort, that we had not more than 
enough to carry us to Rio Janeiro; the 


reſult therefore was, that we ſhould 
A make 
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make the beſt of our Way for this 
_ lalt place. 

Upon the 11 th of September, we 
came into ſoundings, whereupon I 
made the neceſſary remarks and obſer- 

vations; after which, taking the ad- 
vantage of a freſh pale, which aroſe in 
the firſt of the night, I crouded fail 
with the whole ſquadron, - that we 
might about day-break be preciſely 
to the weſtward of the bay of Rio 
Janeiro. It was plain, that the ſucceſs 
of this enterpriſe depended. on diſ- 
patch, and that we ought not to give 
the enemy time, ſo much as to look 
about them; wherefore I would not 
ſtand to give written orders to each ſhip. 
In going in I called to the chevalier 
de ee who was acquainted a lit- 
tle with the entrance, to be the head- 
moſt ſnip; the chevalier de Gouyon, and 
the chevalier ds Bauve to keep imme- 
diately in his wake; I kept in theirs, 
and was now in the moſt commodious 
ſituation, to obſerve what was tranſ- 
acted as well in the yan as in the rear; 


I at 
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J at the ſame time made the ſignal for 
Meſſ. de la Jaille, la Moinerie Mi- 
niac, and aſterwards for the reſt of the 
captains, to ſtand one in the wake of 
another, according to the rate and 
ſtrength of each ſhip: this they exe- 
cuted with ſuch regularity, that I 
cannot ſufficiently extol their gal- 
lantry and good conduct. I do not ex- 
cept even the maſters of the two 
bomb-veſſels and the Engliſh prize, 
who without flinching ſtood the con- 
tinual fire of all the ae ſo true 
is it, that a good example is the pa- 
rent of great actions. The chęvalier de 
Courſerac diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the 
moſt extraordinary manner upon this 
perilous occaſion, both by the work- 
ing of his ſhip and by 5 boldneſs 
3 he cleared The way for us, 
being expoſed to the firſt fire of all 
the batteries. 
It was thus that we need the en- 
trance into this harbour, defended by 
a prodigious quantity of artillery, and 
8 by four Men of War and two frigates, 
the 
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the king of Portugal had ſent to pro- 
te& this place. Theſe ſhips had 
| mtg od a ſpring upon their cables, 
laid their broad-ſides to the en- 

tk nce of the harbour to defend it; 
but neither all their fire, or that of 
their forts, made any impreſſion upon 
us; and, perceiving that we ſhould 
ſoon be within reach of boarding and 
taking them, they cut their cables, 
and ran aſhore under the batteries of 
the town. We had zoo men killed 
and wounded at this time; and, that 
you may judge arightly of the merit 
of this action, it may not be amiſs to 

give you a deſcription of this port 
and city, and of its fortifications. 
Vou go into the bay of No Janeiro 
thro' a gully or ftrait channel, about 
one fourth narrower than that of wes 
and in the midſt it is a large roc 
which obliges the ſhipping to borrow 
within muſquet-ſhot of the fort which 
commands the entrance. 

On the ſtar-board fide you have 


the fort of St. g's with 48 heavy 
pieces 


þ 
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pieces of cannon, from 18 to 48 pound 


ball, and another battery of $ guns 


without it. 

On the lar-board fide is the fort of 

St. John, and two other batteries of 

48 pieces of cannon, which face the 

fort of St. Croſs. D 5 
When you are got in, you have on 


the ſtar- board fide, the fort of Our 


* z 


« 


Lady of the good Voyage, ftanding 


upon a peninſula, and with 16 pieces 


of cannon from 18 to 24 pound ball. 
Oppoſite to this is the fort of Ville- 
gaignon, with 20 pieces of the ſame 


_ calibre; and beyond it, is the fort of 
St. Theodoſia, with 16 guns, which 


beat upon the beach, where the Por- 
tugueze have raiſed a kind of half 


moon. 


Having paſſed by theſe forts, you 


come to the iſle of Goats, upon 


which there is a fort of four baſtions 
with ten guns, and on a platform, at 
the foot of the iſle, another battery 
of four guns. : 

15 Oppo- 


1 
"408 
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ppoſite to this iſle, at one end of 


the town, is the fort of Mercy, jutting 


into the ſea, with 10 pieces of can- 


non. There are other batteries on the 


other ſide of the harbour, but their 


names I have forgot; the Portugueze 


having planted cannon, and raifed re- 


trenchments wherever 1 75 58 


we could land. - 
The city of Rio Janeiro is is built 


5 upon the ſea- ſide, between three hills 


which overlook it, and are crowned 
with forts and batteries: the neareſt 


of the three as you go in, belongs to 

the Jeſuits, that which is ove 

it, to the Benedictines, and the chird 

. hill, called the Conception, to the 
"1 biſhop of the place. 


toe the Jeſuits hill is the fort 


of St. Sebaſtian, with 14 guns, and 


ſeyeral pedrero's; another fort, call'd 


St. James s, witn 12 guns; a third, 


called St. Alouſia s, with 8 guns, and 


a battery of 12. 


The Benuedictines hill is in like 


wanner fortified with retrenchments, 


and 


7 
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and ſeveral batteries, which play on 
all fides. 


The third hill, or of the Conception, 


is retrenched by a quick hedge, and 


with cannon at diſtances all along the 
6 
The town itſelf is fortified with 


redans, and croſs batteries; on the 


ſide of the plain it is defended by a 
camp with retrenchments, and a good 
ditch full of water, within which are 
two places of arms, big enough to 
draw. up 1500 men in order of battle: 
here it was the enemy had lodged the 
body of their troops, conſiſting of 12 


or 1 3000 men at leaſt, comprehending 


the 5 regiments newly arrived, but 
without reckoning a Vu great num- 


| ber of blac ks. 8 | 
Surpriſed to find chis place in ſuch 
good order, and enquiring what might 
the cauſe of it; I was told the 
queen oſ England had ſent an advice- 


boat, to give the king of Portugal 
notice of my armament, and that he, 


not having any veſſel of his own ready, 


directly 
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| directly diſpatched the ſame advice- 
boat to Rio Janeiro, and that ſhe ar- 

riving a fortnight before us, the gover- 
nor had had all that time to prepare 

for our reception. A 

The whole day being es in 

forcing the entrance into the harbour, 

L at night, ſent the galliot and the 
two bomb-ketches to begin the bom- 

bardment, and at break of day 1 de- 
tached the chevalier de Gouyon, with 

orders to poſſeſs himſelf ef the iſle 
of Goats, with 500 choſen men: he 
inſtantly executed this, and droye off 
the Portugueze 1o briskly, that they 
had hardly time to nail a part of their 
cannon. | In their retreat they ſunk 
two of their largeſt Merchant- Men, 
between the iſle of Beuedictines and 
the iſle of Goats, and blew up two of 
their Men of War, that were ſtranded 
under the fort of Mercy; but attempt- 
ing to do the fame by. a third, who 
lay aground on the iſle of Goats, the 
chevalier de Gouyon ſent away two 
lon g-boats under the command of 


M. 4. 
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M. de Vaureal, and de St. Oſman, 
who in ſpite of all the cannon of the 
place, made themſelves maſters of her, 
and hoiſed the king's colours on board 
of her ; but they conld not get her a- 
float, ſhe being full of water by the 
ſhot the had received. 

The chevalier Je Gouyon having 
informed me of the advantagious ſi- 
tuation of the iſle of Goats, I went 
to viſit that poſt, and finding it as 
he had faid, I ordered Meſſieurs de la 
Rafiniere, Leguelin, and Eliot, offi- 
cers of the artillery, to erect batteries 
there, for our cannon and mortars. 
The marquiſs de St. Simon I charged 
with ſuſtaining the workmen with 
a body of troops I left him, and both 
the one and the other performed 
their parts with all poſſible exactneſs, 


tho expoſed to the ceaſeleſs fire of 


de and ſmall arms. 

In the mean time our ſhips being 
quite ſhort of water, there was no 
time to be loſt in making ſure of a 
N ral To this purpoſe” T 

* ordered 
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ordered the chevalier de >Bauve; to 
take the beſt part of our troops in the 
Amazons che Aſtrra, the Eagle and 
che C hucond, aud poſſoſs himielſ of the 
Menchants Men: who lay gat anchor 
near the place where Lü propoſed te 
land; therein to lodge the troops he 
took; with him. This order Was ex- 
if that the next morning, we landed 
ee e x ſion * angert lit 
15 true indeed, blind inded therenemy 
by. falſe alatms and attacks, in- hr 
niehr an ch af 200 41 Neb 
Upon the 15t GH: Saptembe 7 

ed. alls Qurr:txpeps: te bhennufhbef of 
2299} faldiers, and 7095: ears, 
trained and aynedi; forming ctaghther 
a body, of .abgus, 3300;mieng ingluding 
the officergiof all ſorts any yohangooss. 
Ak, the ſame time 500 ſaldieta h 
were dow gYvithothe ens ware 
broughs;anlhoreg; andiotheloy inf 
rid recovering theirheslh 
Pratey well, were in a condition to 
incorporate with the reſt of the troops. 
wo. "4 ONS 
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This whole body I. divided into 3 
brigades; oof 3 battalions each! That 
which was to be the advance- guard, 
was comanded by the . dle 
_ Gouyon, bhat Which was to be the rear- 
guard, oby the chevalier de Coui ſorac, 
and I myſelf had the center, which the 
— de Bande commanded under 
my l orders At tlie fame time I form- 
oda c paRYH of corporals, conſiſting 
of GO choice men, together with adis- 
de - camp, midſhip - men and volun- 
tiers, to attend on me in action, and 
to all the places where my preſence 
might bed neceſſary 2 1! 210 TON 8 
> Eatfo landed re ULAR tars, and 
20 braſs pedreroes, therewith to form a 
kiridoFattiery, The chevalier = - 
invented * of wooden chande- 
lers'with ix feet, to plant in the 
ground, und en them he mounted 
our pedteroës -itmly' enough. This 
artillery-marched in the center, and in 
* "middle of the largeſt battalion, 
: | Which 
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whietriopenet and?oldſied again uft A 
— cocafiony bas} - 9182 21003 
{Alb Sur twoopsrind:; amfmmitienlbe- 
ing Yandedy ordered cheiohevabien 
Gouyon, and the chevalierize Hu 
rad to ud van tack at the med of 
histcbrigadt, and poffeſs tlimiſel yes f 
twW G emineneies, from hence allrthr 
county might be deſcry edi and ſor 
of the motions in the town; ehe 
ſieur i Aubretiille captain of the re- 
naditrs u the chevalier doirGumun's 
breads; diſlodged w paity of mathe! ene- 
nifofrom?the wn apts Hr 
in ambuſh, x0 iobſerverus;rafterot 
cours trodp entamped nan rhipndrater. 
The thevalier , Goon & brigade 
lodged upon the eminenecantiichover- 
looked-thetityy that ofithe bhevalier 
de Courſeracon the hill oppoſite to it; 
and I bet w-een them; all thneg within 
reach of ſuceeuring each other; Iby- 
ing in this poſture, Iwewcommitided 
the ſea-fide, and our boats wWatered 
and brought us aſhore what ammuni- 
tion and proviſion we. wanted. M. de 
2 7 8 EKicouart, 


\ 
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Riconart, intendant of the ſquadron, 

took care to ſend us every thing ne- 
ceſſary, and furniſhed us with the 
convencencies we wanted to carry on 
our batteries. . 

«> Upon the 15th of September reſolv- 
ing, if poſſible, to cut off the enemy's 
retreat, and ſhew them we were maſ- 
ters of the country, I got all our 
troops under arms, and made them ad- 
vance into the plain, detaching parties 
ho went within muſquet-ſhot of the 
town, and killed fe and, plunder- 
ed houſes without the leaſt oppoſiti- 
oncthe enemy, all the time, not firing 
one ſingle ſhot. >& heir view was to 
drayw:d us into their retrenchments, 
here they defeated M. du Clerc. 1 
Was well aware of this, and obſerving 
that they did not offer to ſtir, I drew 
offiin good order, and wholly appli- 
edl myſelf to the reconnoitre the 
country; which I found ſo impracti- 
eable, that 1 5000 men could not have 
cut off the enemy 's retreat, or pre- 


vent their carrying their effects into 
Ss - 


the woods and "HET TORE W 
fectly convinced of this, when upon 
obſerving a party of the enemy at 
the ot of a hill, I ordered 
ſlide don upon chen 2 
and to port, to cut them off; but they 
were ſtopped by a bog, and other ob- 
ſtacles, which obliged them to return 
back _ "4 400 Vir 
on the 16th, one of [our de- 
it being advanced, the 
Plaid a fonrneau; but with' fach pre- 
cipitation, that it did us not the leaſt 
miſchief. The ſame day I ordered 
the chevalier de Bauve; and de 'Bloye, 
to raiſe a battery of ro guns, upon a 
peninſuta to play on the reverſe of 
the batteries of the BenediFFines.” i 
The enemy burnt ſome warehouſes 
= ſagar, and naval-ſtores, and ammu- 
tion upon the ſea-ſide; and blew up 
the after-part of a Man of Mas who 
lay a againſt the battery of the Bene- 
dic tines, and at the fame time burned 
the King of 285251 s two fri 4158 
In 


tachf 
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Ine the midſt of all this a party 
of the enemy, acquainted with the 
ground, ſlipt along the deſiles and 
woods: ordering upon our, camp, 
and having offered at ſome attacks 
in ſthe day time, ſurprized three of 
our centries in the middle of the 
night, and carried them off without 
any noiſe: ſome of our maxauders 
alſo fell into their hands, and this 
gave birth to an extraordinary ſtrata- 
gem which deſerves to be relate. 
AA perſon, named an Boccage, a 
Natman by birth, and one Who in 
thei\fogmer: Wars had commanded a 
French priyateer or tWo, having ſince 
that time entered into the Horiugue ge 
ſervice; and been naturalized of Por- 
| tugal,: Was promoted to: the rank of 
captain of a Man of Mar, and at this 
time commanded the ſecond of thoſe 
we feind at Rio Janeiro, and, having 
blown her up, had charged himſelf 
with the retrenchments and batteries 
of the Benedictines he behaved ſo 
well in this ſtation, and pointed his 
guns 
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guns with ſuch deliberation and ex- 
actneſs, that our bomb-ketches and 
ſeyeral of our boats had been very 
roughly handled by him, and in dan- 
ger of being ſunk. This du Badcage, 
being deſirous to diſtinguiſh himſelf, 
and to win the confidence of the Por- 
tugueze, who, as he was a Hrenchmun, 
DI looked on him with ſome jealouſy, 
took it into his head: to diſguiſe him- 
ſelf as a ſailor, with a cap, a jacket, 
and tarred trowſers. In this trim he 
was condncted by feur Portugucge 
ſoldiers; to the priſon where our 
marauders and three ſentries lay, and 
was put inte irons along with them, 
fayings he Was a poor Hilor, belong- 
ing to one of the St. Malo Men, 
and that having ſtraggled from our 
_ camp, he had fallen into an ambuſeade. 
He plaid his part ſo throughly, under 
this diſguiſe, that, he got out of the 
French priſoners everythings that 
_ could. let him into a knowledge of gur 
ſtrength or weakneſs; and in conſe- 
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quenbecofichis tl enemy fred 
—— 8 
AWittorklis intention, they }oatibreak 
ofi day marched odt) bf cdi nes 
— — with 1 5 of gtheir regu 
er e a hep undiſcovered, hdvanCed 
ot of the hib where the che- 
valier fs Gouyor's brigade was encamps 
edv rheſe were followed by © body 
of lilitia, who came within half- 
of bur camp, and lodged thomfebies 
uhder the e of DW coin be 
Within reach of ſuſtalning thei? 22 
The udyanced: poſt they intended 
to attack Was Half way up! the® hill, 
where here Was #honſe With ov 
ments} which Rrvied for a C 
Gudrdj\abl had, Aboùr 48 paeës wh f 
der itz a hedge” hut in Gifts rail. 
The enemy, at break of day;} drove 
ſome cattle befbre them, And One ef 
our ſergeants ard fouf men w were 
out a2plinderifis, advanttd = 
ſeize" them, +Qriowes': tothe | 
They had ſbarcé Gpehed che rail, when 
the enemy, * in ambuſh, fired 


upon 
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upon them Hude the ſergeant, ans d 
90 ie 0 0 5 the 170 0 — h- 


8 15 ee e ded 


thi it 5 oO men, alt ri2- 
a” 0 Makel eb t his 
885 and : gave time to the . 


8 45 Gouyon to nb the ſiqur de Boar 


teville, aid- major of his brigade, With 
the companies of t he, heurs, 12 Drauar 


lin and & Auby ane to his relief: at 
the fame time. he. diſpatch ed, an, aid- 
de-catmp to me. to. acquaing, meo with 
the attack, FSR expectatiqn of my 
orders, drew, g Whale, brigade, e, 
ro be in rea 125 to charg 2 I. direQs, 
ly ſent away 9 N 
a hollow - way with gs ah to take the 
enemy UPON 4 and getting our. 
whole body x $A 5 910 in motion, 


I ran towar t ich my com- 
5 N E 18 qc es geg 

Om 7 0f che. 2 
3 with Which he, Bates oo Lieſta, 


 Droualin, and 4 Abreu kept 
their {ound * all the efforts 0 
- The. 
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F | the enemy. 4 As our troops advanced 
| after me,'the Ga Ks retired in confuſi- 
5 On enough ? 

ere ores Fehn a\ 


field ef bAttle; T'<Kamine : I the we nd. 
ed vH It fte ur hands, ud) aum 
ed fri Them "the Apen d of the 


155 enen Pave before rele it, an 
: OE adcht 6 engage wi 0 
] a | "Wo a 


wh on = 2 1 185 15 


ee he? n 


pe 
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. and 18 pieces of cannon of 24 pound 
ball, and that they were ready to bat- 
ter in breach. I then thought it time 
to ſummons the governor to ſurrender, 
by a drum that caged! him the Fn 
| ing letter. n 
8 1 R. * 
HE king 9 ey requiring ſatis- 
. ee re. ng ſti 
towards his ſubjelte, whom you made 
Priſoners the laſt year, and his majeſty 
| Slug informed, that after having 
cauſed the ſurgeons to be maſſacred, 
Whom you had permitted to come on 
ſhore to dreſs the wounded, you have 
ſtarved to death, and otherwiſe de- 
 firoyed, thoſe in your cuſtody, detain- 
ing them priſoners,' contrary to the 
cartel ſettled between the crowns of 
France and Portugal; Tam ordered 
to make the beſt, uſe of his majeſ- 
ty's ſbips and troops, to force you to 
ſubmit yourſelf to his e to 
dive me up all the French priſoners, 

2 1 to 8 * 4 contribution wo 
LIE 
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the inhabitants of this colony, as ma) 
be ſufficient to indemnify his majeſty 
from the'charges of ſo conſiderable an 
armament. | A 
T have deferred this ſummons till I 
ſaw myſelf im a condition of forcing you 
to ſurrender, and of laying your City 
and country in aſbes, if you do not 
yield to his majeſty s diſcretion, who has 
commanded me to ſpare all thoſe who 
ſhall readily ſubmit, and 7 their 
having offended him thro his officers. 
In the mean time I hear that M. du 
Clerc, their commander in chief, has 
been aſſaſſinated: ] have not as yet 
made any reprigal upon thePortugueze, 
who have 7 quay under my power, it 
not being his majeſty's deſign to carry 
on the war, in a manner ſo unworthy 
a moſt chriſtian king: I am ready 
to believe you a man of too much ho- 
nour to have had any concern in ſo 
ſhameful a deed, but that is not e- 
nough : his majeſty requires you to name 
the authors, that they may be brought 
to exemplary ana ſo that if 
| | Yor 
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you refuſe to obey his will, neither all 


your artillery' or all your numerous 
multitude ſhall prevent me from exe- 
cutmg his orders, or from laying your 


whole countrywaſtewithfire and ſword. 


I expet? your anſwer ; let it be ſpeedy 
and deciſtve; or you ſhall know, that, 
FI have for bort you hitherto, it has 
_ only been to ſpare myſelf the fearful 
Horror of involving the innocent with 

* 8 as 45 3 | 
He 1 an, Ke. 


The governour ſent my drum back 


| with the ee 1 88 


8 I R, - 6: | 

Tz AVE ſeen FEW motives and rea- 
1 f which have induced you to come 
France, into this country. As 
fir the treatment of the French pri- 
ſoners, it has been conform 

uſages of war, they having wanted 
neither ammunition-bread, or the other 


neceſſaries, alths they deſerved them 


4 of me manner in which 
they 


7 a 


able to the 
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they attacked the country of the bing 
my maſter, without any commiſſion 
from the moſt chriſtian, king, for that 
| Purpoſe, being no more than cruiſers. 
In the mean time I have granted life 
to 600 of them, as they themſelves 
can witneſs, and ſcreened them from 
the fury of the Blacks, who were 
for putting them. all to the ſword. 

In fine, I have not been wanting in 
any thing which regarded them, hav 
ing treated them according. to the in 
tentions of the king, my maſter. 

As for the death of M. du Clerc, I. 
at his own deſire, loaged him in the 
beſt houſe in the town, where he u, 
killed: now, who killed him: that is 
more than is certainly known, what 
care ſocver has been taken to trace 
tt out as well on my.part, as on that 
of juſtice; and 1 aſſure you, that, i 
the aſſaſſin is found. out, he ſhall bz 
chaſtiſed according to his demerits. 
In all this, nothing has happened, 
which has not been exattly as I tell 
you; and as for giving up this place to 

MT OW. You, 


7 
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you, what threats ſoever you may 
ven, the king, my maſter, having truſt- 
ed me therewith, I have no other an- 
{wer to make, than, that J am ready 
to defend it to the laſt drop of my 
blood : and I hope the lord of hoſts 
' will not forſake me in ſo juſt a cauſe, 
as is the defence of this place, which 
You would poſſeſs cape. of, under 
frivolous pretences. God Preſerve 
Tr, . ee. 


Upon receiving this anſwer, J re- 
ſolved to attack the place in good 
earneſt, and went with the chevalier 
de Bauwe all along the ſhore from 
our camp to the iſle of Goats, to 
find out the places, where we might 
the moſt eaſily force the enemy. We 
obſerved five Portuguese ſhips at an- 
chor near the Benediſtines, that ſeem- 
ed very proper to ſerve as a lodg- 
ment for the troops I deſigned againſt 
that poſt: and, by way of precaution, 
I ordered the Mars to go and lye be- 

ny | | tween 
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tween our two batteries and thoſe 
five ſhips, to be within reach of ſuſ- 


taining them when there Thould be : 


need of it. 


Upon the 2oth, I ordered the Brit- = 
lamt to go and join the Mars, and 
from theſe two ſhips, and from all our 
batteries 1 kept up a continual fire, 
which levelled a part of the retrench- 
ments, and I gave out alſo the neceſſa- 


1 orders for the aſſault next day. 


In the night, from the 2oth to the 
21ſt, I ſent away our long boats with 


the troops deſigned for the attack of the 


retrenchments of the Benediftines, and 
with orders to lodge themſelves, with- 


Lol 


out. any noiſe, in the five ſhips afore- 


ſaid. This they undertook accord- 
ingly, but the enemy diſcovering them 
by the flaſhes of lightning which fol- 


3 thick after one another, they 


gave fire upon our boats very furiouſ- 
ly. I miſtruſted this, and had order- 
* the Brillaut and the Mars, as al- 


ſo our batteries, to point all their 
guns before night, upon the enemy's 


8 retrench- - | 
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retrenchments, and to hold themſelves 
in readineſs to give fire, as ſoon as 
they ſhould perceive a gun to go off 
from the battery where I was: there- 
fore, as ſoon as ever the enemy began 
to fire upon our boats, I fired off the 
ſignal-gun myfelf, which was ſucceeded 
by a continual fire from all our batter- 
ries and ſhips, which, together with 
the thunder and lightning, made this 
one of the moſt frightful nights that 
can be imagined, aha threw a general 
_ conſternation all over the town. The 
confuſion the inhabitants were in was 

the greater, in that they imagined we 
were going to give the aſſault in the 

| midſt of the night. 
DO Upon the 21ſt, at break of 7 I 
1 eee at the head of the troops to 
begin the attack of the quarter called 
the Conception, giving orders to the 
chevalier de Gouyon to ſlide down a- 
long ſhore with his brigade to attack 
another place, and ſent word to the | 

8902 os ac in the five ſhips, to af 

5 ſault, 


— 
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: 
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Gault; at the ſame time, the retrench- 


ments of the Benedictines. 
In the midſt of theſe motions, as 
Pos de la Salle, who had been aid. 


de- camp to the late M. du Clerc, made 
his eſcape out of the town, and, com- 


ing over to us, told us, That the 
populace and the militia quite diſmay- 


ed at the great fire of all our bat- 
teries, and apprehending we were go- 


ing to give the aſſault in the night, 
had been ſtruck with ſuch. a terror, 
that from that inſtant they had begun 


to depart the town with aſtoniſhing 


confuſion; and that the ſame pannic 


had ſiezed on the regular forces who 


were alſo marched off; but that in 
their retreat they had ſet fire to their 


richeſt ſtore-houſes, and left mines 


under the forts « the Beuedictines 


and the Jeſuits, with deſign to deſtroy, 
at leaſt, a part of us; which he ob- 


ſerving had ſlipped away from them, 


in the general hurry, to give us no- 
tice of it. 


All 
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All theſe particulars, which, at firſt 
ſight, did not ſeem to hang well to- 
gether, but which, however, proved 
to be very true, made me haſten 


our march. I met with no reſiſtance, 
but kept an eye upon the retrench- 


ments of the Conception and of the 


Benedictines: at laſt I marched down 
to the place at the head of the grena- 


diers, and took poſſeſſion of all the forts 


or poſts of any account, ordering them 
to give the mines vent, after which 


5 quartered the chevalier 4e Cour ſe- 


rac's brigade upon the hill of the Je- 


ſuits, to take care of the forts there. 
When we came into this deſerted 


town, we found what was left of M. 


du Clerc's people broken looſe from 
the priſons, and already ſtraggled all 


over the town, to plunder, what they 
thought, the richeſt houſes. This 
ſight encouraged the greedy inclina- 
tions of my people, and tempted them 
to diſperſe. But on the ſpot I ſevere- 
ly puniſhed ſome of them, and or- 


dered all the French priſoners, to be 


carried 
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carried and kept on the hill of the 
Benedictines. 

Theſe orders given out, I returned 
to the chevalier de Gouyon,. and de 
Baitve, whom J had left to command 
the reſt of the troops, to confer with 
them upon the proper expedients,, 
which might prevent, or at leaſt leſſen, 
the ſacking of the town thus open, 
as it were, on all ſides. In the mean 
time I placed ſentries, and lodged 
corps-de-gaurds in all the neceſſary 
places, and ordered patrouilles to be 
in motion night and day, and pro- 
claimed it death for any ſoldier or 
ſallor to ſet foot in the town upon 
any pretence whatſoever in a word, I 
left nothing, that was practicable, un- 
thought of. But the thirſt of plun- 
der prevailed over the dread of puniſn- 

ment. The corps-de-guard and the 
trouilles were the firſt to encreaſe 
this diſorder in the night-time; ſo 
that the next day three fourths of the 
houſes and warehouſes were found 
open, the wines ſpilt about, the gow 
250 Fw 
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and furniture ſcattered up and down 
inthe middle of the ſtreets, and in 
the dirt and mire; every thing, in 
ſhort, was in the utmoſt diſorder and 
confuſion. I ſhot the greateſt part of 


| thoſe who had broken — the 


publick proclamation; but, finding 
that reiterated puniſhments had no 
manner of effect, I reſolved to fave, at 
leaſt, ſomething, and to employ the 
ſoldiers to carry all that could be pick- 
ed up to the publick warehouſes, where. 
M. de Ricouart placed clerks and * 
ple of truſt. | 
Upon the 23d, I ſent a nden to 


the fort of St. Croſs, which ſurren- 


dered upon terms. M. de Beauvlle, 
an adjutant, went to take poſſeſſion of 
it, as well as the forts of St. John, 
V. Hegaignon, and others, and had or- 
ders to nail the cannon of all the bat- 
teries which were not compleat. 


In the mean time I learnt from ſe- 


veral Black deſerters, that the gover- 
nor of the town, and the commadore 
We the FT had rallied their diſperſed 


forces, 
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forces, and retrenched themſelves 
within a league of us, in expectation 

of a powerful ſuccour from the mines, 
under the conduct of Don Anthony 
d. Albuquerque, a general in high e- 
ſteem among the Portugue ge; ſo that 
it was proper to be upon our guard. 
To this purpoſe, I lodged the cheya- 
lier 4e Gouyon's brigade in the re- 
trenchments which looked towards the 
plain, and poſted myſelf with the bri- 

; gade. of the center, upon the eminen- 
cies of the Conception and the Bene- 
dictines, to be at hand to aſſiſt thoſe 
who might want it. As for the che- 
valier de Couſerac's brigade, that was 
already poſted upon the hill of the 
1 

Having thus my mind at caſo upon 
this head, I turned my thoughts en- 

_ tixely to the intereſt of the king and 
my owners. The enemy had fayed 
their Gold in the woods, burnt or _ 
funk their beſt ſhips, and ſet fire to 
their richeſt warehouſes. What re- 
mained was expoſed to the fury of 

plunder, 
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plunder, which nothing could abate. | 
It was impoſſible to keep the town f 
long, becauſe of the ſhortneſs of the E 
Proviſions we found. j in it, and the diffi- 

culty of penetrating into the country to 

get a ſupply... Theſe things being du- 

Ay weighed, 1: ſent to acquaint. the 

governor, That if he delayed to ranſom 

his town with a round contribution 1 

Was ready to lay it in aſhes, and to 

ap it to the very foutidations. . And 

that this threat might affect him. the 

more ſenſibly, I detached two compa- 

nies of grenadiers, with orders to burn 

all the country houſes within, half a 

league about. This they executed, 
but falling in with a bod: of. the ene- 
my far ſuperior to them, they had al 
cut to pieces, if T had not. le Went 

companies, commanded by the bens 

de Brugnon and de Cberidan, to follow 

them, and theſe, Wel e by my 

company of corporals, broke thro the 

enemy, killed many of them, and put 

the reſt to flight. Their commandant, 


named Amaral, a man e ee 
y 


a 


by them, was leſt on the ſpot. The 


ſieur de Brugnon preſented me with 
his arms and his horſe, one of the 
fineſt T have ever ſeen. The ſieur de 

Brugnon bchaved with diſtinguiſhing 


gallantry in this aCtion, and, ſuſtained 
by the ſieur Je Cheridan, had forced 
his way thro' the enemy, with his 


bayonet-at the end of his piece: but 
this affair being in a way to become 


more univerſal, by the neighbourhood 


of the enemy's camp, I ordered two 


| battalions to advance under the com- 


mand of the chevalier de Bauve, who 


penetrated farther on, and burnt the 


houſe which had ſerved for a retreat 


to the commandant. = 
- Aﬀer this skirmiſh, the governor 


ſent the preſident of the chamber of 
Juſtice, with one of his maeſtros-de- 
camp to talk with me about the ranſom 
of the town; they began with telling 


me, That the people having deſerted 


to the woods and mountains, it was 


impoſſible for them to raiſe aboye 
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them, and carried all their effects in- 
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Win | 
600,000 — 6.7 hy and 3 a 


pretty long ſpace of time to bring 
back the gold belonging to: the King 
of Pottu gal, which had been carried 
far u 57225 the country. 1 rejebted 
this offer; and diſmiſſed the deputies, 
hay ing firſt ſmhewn them, that 1 was 
undermining every place, Which fire 
* not utterly; deſtroy. | T0QU 30091 
1 From the time they went away,” ; 
fe hen. ny; more from the goyernor; 28 
l I; had advice, that don 
Anto | Albbque 7 N WW upon che 
goin 1 Joining Ant with à powerful 
reinke orcement,' and that he Had diſ- 
patehed an expreſs to acquaint him 
therewith; I preſently foreſawv- the 
negeſſity of either makihg/ ah effort 
before This Junction w. effected, or 
of ſuffering a diſapps pointinent}'Þ b And 
L gave immediate orders that 0 
5 Whole force, into which: Tchad er- — 
pPorated 500 of the late Ma ZI 
men, mould ſet out on their f * 
and decamp in the night-time with-. 
out. beat- of drum. This order was 
e executed 


— 


"= 
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| f executed with ſuch courage and Sher 
vance, that, notwithſtanding the diffi- 


culties of the Ways, LWas, at break 


3 in Tight, of the enemy. Our 
d commanded by the cheva- 

; 1 de \Gouyon, never once : halted, till 
within; half muſquet- ſhot of the emi- 
nence upon which they were encamp- 
ed, and appeared in order of battle. 
They had ben re-inforced by a body 
of 1290 men, lately arrived Wa the 
nejghbourl 50d of the iſland of Grande. 
I drew up all our battalions in front, 
25, mag as the ground would allow, 
ready toſgiye them battle; ; and took 
gare to} ſecure the eminences and de- 
files, detaching ſeveral ſmall bodies 


5 take a wheel round at a conſider- 


diſtance; that they might fall upon 


: "he ;enemy's. flank; as foon as they 


Howl, underſtand. the charge to haye 
u given. 


Et Che gov vernor, quite ſurprized at 


this, ſent a very knowing Jeſuit with 


two of his principal officers, to re- 
BP dent t to me, * " had offered all 


the 
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the gold in his dif} r the ran- 
tom of the town, 5. ind FTI as t "caſe 
e could poſſibly do farther, 
_ was.to add. 10,000 ruzades to | it;! 
| of hiv by alle ad” 559 Fiete of 
1 ſugar, and cattle we night” 
in ce of; bat that, after this declata- 
tion, 1 ht fig ght and I #575 
n 8 act juſt as 
Upon this, I called cel 2 
concluded that; if 9 at theſe 
people, far from reaping at 
1 ge by it, we ſhould” i 1 
hope We had leſt, to make them coft- 
lance upon their offer. I tompre- 
. and conſequefttly 15 To 
the ſpot, demanded twelve' of their 
- principal officers,” and the preſident of 
the chamber of juſtice, as hoſtages, 
Which was done, and they promiſed 
to pay 600,000 cruzades within a 
_ fortnight, and to ſupply me with all 
the cattle I ſhould want. At the 
ſame time it was agreed, that the Por- 
Hus xs mould have 2225 to come on 
| | board | 


1 


* 


1 bit tr} 1 blog 


1 — at, leck 
50 0 e 


. Kar * * - 
N 3 a 8 A 
* 14 ks 
2 a 1 N : 21 42 8 
* : * 
14 
> p a a 
A 4 , $-* > | * . 8 7 
1 os 
3 — 8 ' x 
* — 4 3 8 ; 17 
"Io l 8 1 4 | . N 
: — SSA S * 4 
> 7 
4 
\ 4 63 „ N 
. 4 Ix. F C — 4 
c : 18 —_ = 3 — I * . 1 
: 
of % - : F N * 
24 + * Fol 2 * * * y 1 # * * N } 
2 4 a 
* 2 net - 


FEY attack; NS e dhe, _ 
2 5 not prevent us 
2 0 0 "the chets 
he WR: 0-1 Go yh what, g. 0 
chandize.we could gather together: 
but che greateſt.part of. che oommodi- 
ties bt ing. it for the South Sea ohly, 
it would haxe been ſo much trouble loſt. - 
if they had been carried into France. 
The Gtkculty was to find ſhips i in a con- 
dition to undertake ſo long a voyage. 
„ X 3 . 
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We had but r one fit: to go thut 
and ſhe could carry but part of the 
goods; wherefore, that the reſt might 
Alſo turn to ſable account, M. dr Ri- 
couart and I, thought it proper to 
ſend the Concord along with her, and 
theſe two ſhips were laden with the 
utmoſt diſpatch: but over and above 
there W 1 Foo cheſts of ſugar; 
which were put on board the 'beft-- of 
our prizes, which every ſhip of us 
contributed to equip, and M. e la 
zere had the command of her. 
T he reſt of the ſhips we had taken 
were reſtored to the Port PER, as 
were alſo the 9 goods, which 
were made mot of — could 
be. 5 . 2 * | "I IEA 1 2 15 7 „ 
Upon the _ November; the 
enemy having made their laſt pay; 
ment, I delivered up the town to 
them, and embarked our forces, keep - 
ing only the forts of tho iſle of Coats, 
of Villegaignon, and thoſe at the en- 
; anoegt to ſecure e F 


{ 


* | 


M. du Gue-Trouin, | 235 


Upon the 13th, I ſet fite to the 
Portigusse Men of, War, Which 
might have been got afloat again, 
and to à Merchan- Mau we could 
not diſpoſe of. g ode bar tie. 
I had, with great wareg ufd 'the 
facred veſſels; the plate and the orna- 
ments of the churches, to be gathered 
together and locked up in ſeveral 
large cheſts, and before I went away, 

I. depoſited them in the hands of the 
Jeſnite, as the only eceleſiaſtics who, 
in this ere Huf | ſeemed to me, 
to live morally well, with a charge 
to deliver them up to the biſhop of 
of the place. "Theſe: leatnedtifathers 
tontributed much to the favingrof this 
flouriſhing colony, by adviſing the 
governor to ranſom the town, with- 
out which I had levelled it with the 
ground; which would have been an 
irreparable loſs to the king of Portu- 
gal, but of no advantage to ard ar- 
mament. 

Before I ee to ſpeak con- 

cerning our return, it may be i 

Ls or 
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for me to Icktiowledg © „that the "AY 
ceſs of this ex ache Was owing to 
the yalout of t greateſt ſt part of the 
officers in Kegel, and to the bieyery 
of the a in particular, t a- 
boye all, to tlie reſolution and, go 
condi © "of © Meſs. the cheyalieis de. 
Gouyon, a4 Courſerac,, de l ande and 
de of. Germain, major of t e Hen 
dron. Theſe four officers, Feres of un- 
ſpeakable help to me, e 
the Whole courſe of this enterprize, 
and it is with pleaſure 1 confeſs, that 
through their activity, their exalted 
courage, and their advice, I ſurmount- 
ed innumerable obſtacles, which ſeny 
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ed to to be far aboye r firength- 
bor. the 318, "the why le . 20 ron 5 
got under fail for France, and the 


3 5 dayt the two wo ſhips, our 
South Segs, departed alto W. 
and furniſhed with all neceſlarit ; 
brought away with me an tees 4 


Cf %4*© 


men of the late M. du Clerc. s people; C 
all the reſt of the officers had c beck , 
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ſent away to the bay of All Saints. 
FA relolved to = ind deliver them, 


ad reckoned upon drawing a new 
tribution from that colony: and 1 


Would realty Ba executed this plan, 
had 1 not been unfortunately and 
cruelly; croſſed by contrary. winds, for 
40 days together, inſomuch that we 
had ſcarce proviſion enough left to 
carry us to France; and in ſuch a 
condition it had been madneſs to have 
expoſed ourſelves to the hazard of 
ſuffering farther diſtreſſes. This want 


of proviſion, made me deliberate whe- 
ther it might not be adviſeable to 


put into the American Hands: but 


the uncettainty of meeting there with 
fufficient refreſhment, and ſupply for” 


the whole ſquadron, ſuppreſſed this 
thought. We were obliged to leave 
the prize commanded by the fieur de 


In Ruffiniere behind us, becauſe ſhe 


made us loſe too much way, and our 


condition was ſuch that the leaſt de- 
lay r have been attended 5 
cru 


* 
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cruel diſaſters The E W order” 
ed to convoy this Prize into the firſt 
port 8 in x ry 

S he th of i September, frer 
hee Fo red. contrary. Win or a 
dad time, we crol ec 0 16 Line, 
and upon the 1 oth. of the, followi ing 
month we got into. the latitude, o. the 
Weſtern Lands: bi therto, the hole 
10 quadron had kept 15 100 Þ 10 We 
Werd in theſe 0 50 tal a three 
ſicceffive. gales of wind 1 9 | 
e 
fore re it, and were all rade om 
each other. The e 0 ; Were in 
evident danger of Pd c com- 8 
wanded, altho' one e beſt in U th e 
fuadton, could ot er he Ng Was- 
10 violent; and ch wor det, a 
necefity of Randing at. the 1 0 for 
above 51 Yours t to ether, and keepin | 
ey i bon ever Tea which 7 might 
us to. All the care I took, 
could not prevent all my chain plates 
from 2 ping one after another, or 


my fails from being carried away, or 
. ed 
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my main- maſt from being ſprung, be- 
tween decks, Furthermore my ſhip 
made as much water as employed three 
pumps, and my condition was ſo ur- 
gent in the middle of the night, that I 
WAS reduced to the neceſſity of making 
ſignals of diſtreſs by firing of guns and, 
ſhewing of lights in my ſhrouds. But 
the beſt of the ſhips being in as bad a 
way as myſelf, they could not keep 
near rie, ſo chat 1 had only the Argo- 
naut, commanded by the chevalier du 
Bast 4e la Mothe , who upon this oc- 
caſion chearfully ventured his liſe to 
Keep within reach of relieving me. 
This ſtorm laſted 12 days with ſuch 


Tiers „that I was upon the brink of 
being alen up in endeavourin g to 
re 17 three of my ſhips whom I per- 
Fe x-head of me. For, ſtaggering 
on them with the foot of my 
FAR a yaſt ſea canted my ſtern 
up into the air, and at the inſtant: a 
larger than that took me a-head, Pg, 
flying over my bow-ſprit-end and for 
top, buried all the ſorepart of my {tn 
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under it quite home to main-maſt. 
Her endeavour to throw off this fright- 
ful body of water, made our hair ſtand 
on end, and gave us a diſmal proſpect 
of death in the midſt of the greatdeep. 
The ſhake of the maſts, and of all the 
parts of her, was moſt frightful, and I 
know not yet by what miracle ſhe 
got rid of the dreadful oppreſſion. 
This ſtorm being abated, I rejoined 
the Brillaui, the Argonaut, the Bel- 

bona, the Amazon and the Aſtrea. 
We lay by ſeveral times to take up 
the reſt of the ſquadron, but had no 
ſight of any of them; and we fix ar- 
rived at Breſt upon the 16th of Fe- 
bruary, 1712. The Achilles and the 
Glorious arrived two days after us: 
the Mars, having loſt all her maſts in 
the ſtorm, was in great danger of 
periſhing tor want of proviſion ; and, 
after ſuffering great hardſhips, arrived 
at the Groyn, and from ed at 
Port Louis. 
The Eagle and the prize put into 
| the iſle of T_T but the Eagle was 
| loſt 
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loſt at anchor there, and her crew 
went all on board the prize, and came 
with her into France. The Magnani. 
mou and the E have never 


91 + wo 


1200 men on board them, beſides offi- 
cers and young gentlemen of great 
merit and birth, whom I infinitely 
regret; among the reft the chevalier 
de Conrſerac, my faithful companion 
in danger, who in many of my enter- 
prizes had ſeconded me with moſt 
uncommon valour, and who in this 
laſt expedition had gained remarkable 
glory. The tender friendſhip which 
had united us for ſo long a time paſt, 
and 'which was- never interrupted by 
one moment of coldneſs, has made me 
mourn his loſs equally with that of 
my brothers. I repoſed ſuch a con- 
fidence in him, that I had put on 
board his ſhip, the Magnauimous, a- 
bove 600,000 livres in gold and 
ſil ver, beſides the goods he was laden 
T with : 
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their largeſt Merchant-Men, without 
reckoning the prodigious quantity of 
merchandiſe. and proviſion which Wa 
burnt, plundered. or brought away, in 
our ſhips. The bare rumour of this 
armament cauſed a great diverſion, 
and proved a great expence to the 
Dutch and Engle. - Theſe laſt par- 
ticularly hurryed out a ſquadron of 

20 Men of Mar to block me up 
in Breſt, and fearing our deſign was 
to land the pretender in Z2ngland, 
they recalled 6000 of their forces in 
Flanders, and put themfelyes in great 
agitations to prevent our making a 
deſcent upon their coaſts; and at the 
ſame time diſpatched advice- boats 
and Men of War to their chief ſettle- 
ments, with the more anxiety, as they 
knew not upon what point of the 
compaſs we were to ſteer. 

Two months after my arrival at 
Breſt, T repaired to Verſailles to pay 
my court to the king: he had the 
goodneſs to expreſs himſelf in favour 
of my conduct, and to ſignify his 
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had breathed out his laſt, I took poſt 
for a corner of my province, 8 o 

give vent to my ſorfπw m 

” The neceſfiry peace els wa av 
guſt hüben left to His people, aa 
which his R. H. Monſeigneur,” the 
duke of Orleans, has continued by a 
prudent; adminiſtration, ' neyer ſuffi- 
ciently to be extolled, has ſuf pended 
(for Tait bf opportunities) che acti- 
vity of thy zeal ; but a foon as the 
public good ſhall” give me room to 
diſplay it, T will make new 1 
vouts to 2 convince the king, great 
grandſon to ſo high a monarch, chat 

2 has not a more faithful ſabſeg, or 
one 8 0 deſires with 9 ardor iy 
ſerve him fa a thi uy and' Well. 


J. 50 s 
#4 2111 TOE 11 . 2155 III 7 7 0 * . 


M4 1 X T % 8. iy 


b 7} HA Viol Ai! 

N une 68 thelviemoles, I have 
the ht proper to add certain 
maxims, which have not a little con- 
tributed to the ſueceſs of my different 


actions and undertakings, to the end 
1 that 


1110 
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that the! king's loyal ſubjects ma: "Y 
| Sc the kings inſtructed 2 
the good of his ſervice. 
I ſhall begin with ing you that 
ny difintereſtedneſs Has been of great 
to me in winning the hearts of 
the officers and common men: it is 
certain, that far from imitating many 
others in the plundering and ſtripping 
the prizes I took, and enriching my- 
ſelf — what did not of right belong 
to me; I have on the contraxy often 
diſtributed my lawful due in the gra- 
tification of officers, and ſuch men 
who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves ; 
NEVET promiſing any reward, or threat- | 
ning any puniſhment; which was not 
followed by a ſpeedy effect. 2 
I have always been careful to heb 
up an exact diſcipline, never ſuffering 
any neglect of duty, or any breach into 
good order, or that the orders I had 
once given ſhould be cluded — any” 
pretence whatſoever. L 
Moreover by my manner of rang 


ing and poſting my people before a 
fight, 
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fight, L. have. alyays ondeted it 310; 
that they ſha be under a neceſſity 
of behaving well, and under ao kind 
| lit t ting their 
poſts, forecaſting at the fame time all 
the accidents which might fall out in 
an action, and ſetting things always 
at the worſt that might happen, there- 
by to be as much beſore-hand with a 
Propenmatnady: as poſlible.! {1c 21s 

To all theſe precautions Li added 
a great mindſulneſs of my people, and 
never "expoſed. them improperly, of 


which they were ſo throughly con- 


vinced, that they never failed to exe» 
cute my orders of what; ſert ſpever, 
whether, by land. or by ea, with 
great alacrity n Was, it proper to 
come up with, OT make away: fron, an 
enemy a little faſter than ordinar 
never was afraid to ſend them "all 


down into the hold, becauſe I was. 


certain, chat at the firſt notice I ſhould 


give them, they would; ang, re- 
pair every man to his poſt. I have 


even oftentimes made them all on a 
ſudden 
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ſudden lye flat with their bellies upon 
the deck, with deſign to ſave them, 
and have "always oblerved that they 
fought with the more _ and S e 
1 
Alcho, theſe even maxims are in 
themſelves pretty valuable, I muſt 
confeſs to my ſhame that T have {ome- 
times tarniſhed them a little, by giv- 
ing way to paſſions too violent when- 
ever I have thought a duty neglected. 
This ſudden commotion has oftentimes 
prompted me to ſome proceedings too 
haſty, and to ſome expreſſions too far 
beneath the dignity of a comm nder, 
who ought to' be maſter” of bimſelf, 
and never exert his en but with 
moderation and calmneſs; bat as this 
vice is in the blood, all my endeavours 
and long experience have been only 
able to moderate it, not to ſuppreſs it 
entirely. 
Thoſe who ſhall a theſe me- 
moirs, and reflect upon the multi- 
tudes of fights, boardings and dan- 
os" of wa — which I have gone 
through, 


* 
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through, may be apt to think me a 
1 5 in whom nature ſuffers leſs at 
js 4 approach of danger than in moſt 

other men. I agree that my ineli- 
nation is of a warlike bent, that the 
ſound. of fifes, and drums, the noiſe 
of cannon and ſmall arms, that every 
thing, in ſhort, of the kind, inſpires 
me with a martial joy: but at the 
ſame time I muſt conſeſs that upon 
mayy, occaſions, the proſpect of a 
Preſſing danger has 3 ſtrange 
alterations in me, nay, ſometimes in- 
voluntary tremblings in every part 
of my body. But ſhame and ho- 
nour N Shy BP theſe baſe indica- 
tions, have ſoon. indued me with new 

ſtrength even in the midſt of my 
greateft weakneſs of this kind; and 
then it has been that to puniſh my- 
ſelf for being ſuprized by ſo ſhame- 
ful a dread, I have braved the 
greateſt dangers with the utmoſt 
temerity. It has been after this com- 
bat between honour and nature that 


* moſt lively actions have been 
puſhed 
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puſhed on beyond my hopes. LI have 


dwelt upon this with no other view, 


than to excite thoſe to whom the 


like may happen hereafter, to ſtrug- 


gle againſt themſelves in 985 
to their weakneſs in this reſpect. 
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Bools printed for. J Batley. 


HE Antiquities of [taly. Being the 
Travels of the Learned and Reve- 


rend Bernard de Montfaucon, from Paris 


through Laly, in the Year 1698, and 1699. 


Containing, 1. An Account of ſeveral 


Antiquities at Vienne, Arles, Niſmes, and 
| Marſeilles in France. 2. The Delights of 
Italy, viz. Antient Monuments, Libraries, 


Statues, Paintings, Tombs, Inſcriptions, 


Epitaphs, Temples, Monafteries, Church- 
es, Palaces, and other curious Structures, 
moſt of them unobſerved by all other 
Travellers. 3. Collections of Rarities, 


wonderful ſubterraneous Paſſages and Bu- 


rial places, old Roads, Gates, Sc. With, 


the D eſcription ,of za noble Monument 
found ander- gs und 


n the Paris E- 
in al, adorned 
Edition, reviſed 


bros bor 8 Klare 1 
Corrections communicated by the Author 
to the Editor, fobn Henley, A. M. Pr. 18 s. 


The compleat Geographer : Or, The 


| Chorography and Topography of all the. 
known Parts of the Earth. To which 


is premifed an Introduction to Geogra- 
phy, and a natural Hiſtory of the Earth 


and the Elements. COON a true and 
perfect Account of, 1. The Situation, 


Bounds 


Rome in the Year 


fwprovemenc and 
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Bounds, and Extent, Climate, Soil, Prp⸗ 
ductions, Hiſtory, Trade, Manufactures : 
The Religion, Manners, and Cuſtoms of 
the People; witt the Revolutions, Con- 
queſts and othier Changes of all the Coun- 
tries on the Earth. The ſeveral Provinces 
tar every Kingdom or State is divided 
into. 3. The principal Cities and moſt con- 
ſiderable Towfis in the World, the Mag- 
nitude, principal Buildings, Antiquity Pre- 
ſent State, Trade, Hiſtory, Sc. As alſo the, 
Situation, with the Diſtance, and Bearing 
from other Towns. Together with all 
Pieces of Natural Hiſtory. The Whole 
containing the Subſtance of at leaſt an 
hundred and fifty Books of modern Tra. 
vels, faithfully abſtracted and digeſted into 
local Order; whereby the preſent State of 
the moſt remote Countries is truly ſhewn, | 
and the abſolete and fabulous Accounts of 
former Writers wholly expunged. To 
which are added, Maps of every Country, 
fairly engraven on Copper, according to 
the lateſt Surveys and "neweſt Diſcoveries, - 
moſt engraved by Herman Moll. The fourth 
Edition. Wherein the Deſcription of Aſia, 
Africa, and America are compoſed anew 
: from the Relations of Travellers of the beſt 
> eſpecially ſuch as have appeared 
within FN or forty Years "al paſt, Pr. 17. 
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